Minutes of the Village of Williamsville Historic Preservation Commission meeting held
virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

Note: Due to the NYS Covid-19 lockdown directives, this meeting was held virtually via Zoom.
Present: Christine Hunt, Chairman

James Tammaro, Member

Kathleen DeLaney, Member

Charles Akers, Member

Mary Lowther, Member

Anthony Bannon, Member (joined the meeting at 7:25 p.m.)

Also Present: Deborah A. Habes, P/T Clerk
Matthew Etu, Trustee Liaison to HPC

Excused: Susan Palmer, Resource Officer
Wes Stone, Resource Officer
Thomas Barrett, Resource Officer

Chairman Hunt opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m.

ON MOTION by Ms. Lowther, seconded by Ms. Delaney, it was moved to approve the minutes
of the HPC meeting of February 23, 2021.

On the question, Ms. Hunt reported a typographical error: “GLG” should be “CLG”.
Motion amended to approve as corrected.

Motion carried. 5 — 0.

New Business

Certificate of Appropriateness Application — 60 E. Spring St. — Sign

Howard Cadmus, property owner, was present.

This will be a 3’ x3” round, one sided, HDU projecting sign with an aluminum bracket. The sign
will project off the west wall of the building to the left of the side door. The bottom of the sign
will measure 9’ above grade. It will be painted black, white and red and read: MIZUCHI DOJO.
A depiction of a water dragon will be painted in the circle. A hanging panel will display the
name of the business.

Mr. Akers and Mr. Tammaro indicated they were happy with the sign.

Ms. Delaney noted that the correct year needed to be completed and also Mr. Masters’ last name

was missing from the application form, as submitted by Mr. Cadmus. Mr. Cadmus agreed to
make the corrections and initial them for the record.
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ON MOTION by Ms. Lowther, seconded by Mr. Tammaro, it was moved to approve the sign as
submitted and reviewed at this meeting, with the two corrections to the application made and

initialed by the applicant.

Motion carried. 5 — 0.

Correspondence

Coloring Books - Ms. Hunt reported that a letter was received from SS Peter and Paul School
thanking the HPC for their donation of 50 Historic Village of Williamsville coloring books.

(At this point, Mr. Bannon joined the meeting at 7:25 p.m.)

Business Contact List - Ms. Hunt reported that she received the WBA contact list of businesses.
She asked Trustee Etu if he had heard back from any of the businesses that HPC had chosen to
award historic plaques to and he replied that he had not. Ms. Hunt will make the phone calls.

Moor Pat - Ms. Hunt reported that she had not heard back from Mr. Masters yet about the status
of the alterations at Moor Pat. This will be added to the April agenda.

Status of the potential sale of the Meeting House - Trustee Etu reported that the mayor had a
meeting with the Town of Amherst Supervisor about the Meeting House. The Supervisor
indicated he had an interest in possibly having the Town purchase the property. The GAR
assessment came back at $440,000 for the property. All the property documents have been
submitted by the Village to the Town of Amherst for review by the Town Board. The property is
a loss leader for the Village. Mr. Tammaro wondered how the Meeting House could be any more
of a loss leader than the village parks. Trustee Etu stated that the parks are used by all people all
the time; there are no locks or doors on the parks. They are a self-actuating asset. The Meeting
House has had 40 years of all kinds of events and programs, but none of them have ever been
profitable. An advantage of selling the property to the town would be that the Town has
employees that know how to put it to good use; we don’t. Seniors could use it. The Village
residents pay Town taxes too. There was discussion about the wooden pews being non-
removable. No documentation has been found to date that refers to any prohibition of this. The
Town has ample dry storage where the pews could safely be stored; we do not.

Mr. Tammaro — He is a member of the Historical Society. He stated that we have so few
historical buildings that we own. Concerned that if the Town bought it, it might be eventually
sold, much like the former Mennonite stone building at the corner of Main and N. Forest. The
Town sold it to a bank.

Ms. Delaney — Lives on Swan Place, directly behind the Meeting House. Was concerned about
who would buy it. Referred to the lamentable loss of the Ice House near the corner of Main and
Los Robles, where Rite Aid now stands. Referred to the saving of the Glen Casino property
which is now the popular Glen Park.
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Trustee Etu stated no action is being taken yet. This is a fact-finding mission at this point. There
are several covenants that go with the property. If the Town bought the property, they would
have to keep the covenants. It stays in the hands of the public, supported by public taxes.

There was discussion of how the Meeting House captures what Village life once was. Trustee
Etu stated that it stands as a monument; it is a non-used building. Mr. Akers asked what the cost
to maintain the building was. Trustee Etu did not have the figures with him. Perhaps ten to
twenty thousand dollars a year. It is a burden. We have not found a reliable use for it. Many have
come and gone. Rocking Horse Productions was interested in pursuing theatrical productions just
before Covid hit and now there is no news from them. Is it worth it? Some like the idea of selling
it; some do not.

Mr. Tammaro asked if HPC would have an opportunity to comment if any sale does come forth.
Trustee Etu answered they would.

Ms. Delaney strongly supported the historical importance of th Meeting House. Ms. Delaney
opined that marketing of the building needs to be emphasized a lot more. Get the word out to the
public about its virtues and uses. Mr. Akers criticized the Village for the way it seeks volunteers.
It should hire a consultant or PR firm. Trustee Etu stated there is a dearth of volunteers in the
Village. we will never turn away anyone who wants to take the lead. Ms. Hunt stated she will
add this topic to the April agenda.

Mural inside the Bank of America Building — The bank is closing for good on 6/22/2021.

The historically significant mural on the interior wall of the bank is in danger of being lost once
the bank is sold. Need an estimate of the cost to save it. Trustee Etu stated that with the new HPC
code, interior features can now be nominated to be landmarked. Mr. Bannon commented on the
various possibilities of removing the mural. Need to look at the historic merit of it. The artist is
known. Could be worthy of being housed at the Amherst Museum. Doubted that it was of the
caliber that the Burchfield or AK would accept. It depicts our local history. It should stay in the
Town. Ms. Delaney indicated that she is aware of several different organizations that are
dedicated to local art.

Mr. Tammaro supported moving ahead with the nomination to landmark the Bank’s mural.

Mr. Bannon noted that research on the mural must be done before the nomination form can be
completed. He offered to work to connect with a conservator and they both could go look at the
mural and do research on it for the nomination. Other HPC members hopefully would
accompany them. Trustee Etu notified Administrator Kindron to get the contact information.
HPC will make the call. Mr. Akers offered to call Peter Hunt to see if he has any information of
possible buyers of the building. Trustee Etu stated this will be unchartered territory since this has
never been done before. Ms. Hunt will add this topic to the April agenda.

Status of Proposal for Crosswalk on S. Cayuga — Trustee Etu reported that no decision has
been made yet on the location. There are various options to be explored. We need an updated
cost for the engineering. There are some grants out there. There is an issue with the private curb
cut and the steps to the “old school house”.
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Old Business

1955 Photos of Main Street Buildings Project - All liked the 8 x 10 size print that Mr.
Tammaro had shared with them. Mr. Bannon wondered if a larger size format would be better
and more probable that a business owner would hang it for public display and not hide it among
various non-descript signs on the wall. Likes the project. Why not make a statement. Mr. Bannon
will help Mr. Tammaro find a better option for good resolution in printing. Ms. Hunt
recommended HPC do a few this year and see how it goes. Mr. Tammaro will get an 8 x 10 print
to Mr. Bannon and Mr. Bannon will see what quality he can find from several printing places he
knows. HPC will do three photos. Ms. Hunt will add this to the April agenda.

HPC Budget — This was reported on at the last meeting.

Historic Preservation Month in May — Keaton DePriest will be the contact for HPC to
organize and plan for this. Ms. Hunt will contact him. This will be added to the April agenda.
Ms. Lowther suggested the awarding of the historic plaques event be on a Saturday during the
day. Better chance of attendance from the public. May 22 is a possibility. HPC will consider
meeting on May 18" to make sure all is ready for the award event.

With no further business, Ms. Hunt asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

ON MOTION by Mr. Akers, seconded by Ms. Lowther, it was moved to adjourn the meeting at
8:53 p.m.

Motion carried. 6 — 0.

Submitted by:

Deborat 4. Habes
P/T Clerk

Next scheduled HPC meeting will be held
April 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Check the Village website www.walkablewilliamsville.com
for agenda and status.
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