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BEAUTIFICATION  COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes 
September 9, 2017  
                                                                               

When the world wearies and society fails to satisfy, there is 

always the garden. - Minnie Aumonier  

Meeting commenced at 6:30 PM 
  
Present: Elise Fila, Deb Habes, Melissa Warner, Myra Lenz, Marcia Roth, Paula Hinz, Edie Malizia  

 
Thank you to all of our members for a job well done this season!  
 

Next get-together work dates 
Monday, September 18th @ 6:00 p.m. - Re-potting - Take out the summer plants and 
 replace with fall plantings – Meet in Pocket Park 
Saturday, October 7th @ 9:00 a.m. - Summer Plant Pull & Fall Garden Cleanup – Meet 
 in Pocket Park   
Saturday, October 14 @ 9:00 a.m. - Spring Bulb Planting Day –Meet in Pocket Park 

 

A. Review of 2017 summer season: 

 
Heritage Garden of 1812 – Plentiful rains this summer made all the gardens lush. Many, many 

compliments this year on all the gardens. Weeds were almost non-existent. At north side, between fountain 
and wooly thyme it needs to be filled-in. Suggested short zinnias for summer. Icicle pansies planted in fall 
after we plant the bulbs there. #1 project needed here is the stone dust pathway installation completed. Ben 
V. says possible to do it this season. We hope it is a priority. Seeping water feature was turned on. Works 
on a timer. This feature needs a name. Members will brainstorm and email Deb.  

 
Meeting House Garden – Forest Stream GC has done an outstanding job here this season. Deb will 

pursue proclamations from the Village Board for their continued support of this garden. Wood/iron piece is a 
great backdrop that adds detail and character to the left side of the garden and it lighted at night by the 
spotlight there. Bird bath was planted with succulents and a fairy house for Garden Walk. Elise added 2 
more antique roses and 1 pink daylily.  

 
Pocket Park – Outstanding success. Added the pallet planter, 3 “shopping bag”  planters, loads of cut 

and mix small headed zinnias. Sweet Autumn clematis growing great. Forsythia bushes need trimming. 
Pergola lighting is out or almost done for on all 4 pergolas. Must address with commercial grade strings of 
lights. Discuss moving forward with this necessary item with DPW and Mayor. Has become a place of 
retreat and relaxation for increasing numbers of residents, passersby and patrons of the library. Need 
signage. Also, better education on urging users to clean up after themselves. Another trash can. 

 
VH – Front/Back – Added 2 new black pots at front and rear entry doors. Plants did just OK. Will re-pot 

for fall. Thank you to Marcia for all the watering.  
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Garrison/Memory Garden – Giant zinnias did great on the right side of the Memory Garden. Full sun. 

Bed needs edging and thinning out. Add more zinnias under the park signs. Thank you to Myra for adopting 
these gardens.  

 
Glen Park Pathway Garden – Bursting with color. As per Ben V., roses could use trimming and 

garden could use some thinning out to give the plants air circulation and to highlight them better. Thanks to 
Pat, Elise and Melissa for their dedication here.  
 
 

B. Fall Plantings – Purchase fall plantings along line of what we planted in 2016. Try ornamental 

peppers, mums and tiny pumpkins in the pots and urns.  
 

C. Holiday Decor 

 
 VH - Wreath on front door. Pine tree decorated.  
    
 MH – Deb will ask Forest Stream if they are interested in decorating the 2 urns.  
    
 PP – Existing Candy Cane Lane décor & lighting. Lighting on pergolas needs to be  
 addressed before Dec. 1. This is a safety issue as well as an aesthetic issue.  
  
 Carols and Candlelight event – Sat., Dec. 2nd.  Will coordinate with Maggie and other 
 committees this year. Planning meeting date and event venue TBA. 
 

D. 2018 Spring bulbs 

 

 1. What to order – Russell’s for bags of mixed color tulips.  
 2. Where to plant – All of our pots. 
 
 3. Who plants – Need to ask DPW to dig us trenches for bulb planting, add potting soil and 
 compost, before we plant the bulbs. The soil is all clay. Needs amending. We will spray paint the 
 areas we want dug.  

 
E. Summer 2018 Plans 

 1. Improvements to 1812 - Continued public education on historic 1812 meaning of this Heritage  

  Garden. Entrance signage, Plant ID markers. Bench installed.  Better branding with  
  overall Village brand.  

 2. Improvements to PP – Continue with pallet planter, shopping bag gardens, add short, low  

 soft sedge grass under the trees for soft green blanket the length of the bed. 

        3. Improvements to MH – Hopefully continue with FSGC support.  

 
F.  Gathering more volunteers – Talk to Maggie about social media campaign to gather volunteers 

for our bulb planting day.  

  
G. Main Street in Bloom Project 2017 – Winner of Golden Gnome – Share Kitchen & Bar, 5590 

Main St. Deb will prepare the list of “Bloomed” Main Street businesses and share with members and WBA.  
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H. Proclamations - For Forest Stream Garden Club and Smallwood Garden Club for their continued 

support and volunteerism. Deb will pursue this with Mayor for awarding this Fall.  
 

I. Village website absorption of Garden Walk Williamsville Facebook page – This will 

boost our exposure. Deb will still be able to send photos and updates to Village for posting.  
 

J. Village Website – One of our missions is to create a history and ongoing updates on each of our 

village gardens. We need to tell the “story” of what we do, why we do it and where we do it. This can be 
used as a draw for future community involvement. Need to use this as a marketing tool. Using lots of 
photos, we can tell the befores and afters. Share gardening info and stories.  
 

K. Village Garden Walk 2017  with a Fairy Twist – In conjunction with WBA. Our biggest turnout 

yet. Thanks to all who volunteered! At least 1,000 visitors. Gross revenue as follows: 
  Sponsorships = $875 
  Basket Raffle  = $715 (Garden Basket Winner: K. Park of Amherst) 

                                      $1,590 Gross  
  
Since 2014, $5,123.44 has been raised for Pocket Park improvements. Past purchases for PP include the 
patio set, patio umbrella and planter pots. Future plans for use of these funds include addition of landscape 
boulders, small water feature, wall art along VH and Library walls and sculpture.  

 

J. Main Street in Bloom Project 2017 - In conjunction with WBA and Picture Main Street 

Project. Twenty-five Main Street businesses were “Bloomed” by a few of our members. 2017 Winner of 

Golden Gnome – Share Kitchen & Bar, 5590 Main St. A certificate will be presented to business owner 
Joel Shrek along with the coveted Golden Gnome.  
 

Next get-together work dates 

 

September 18th @ 6:00 p.m. - Re-potting - Take out the summer plants and replace  
     with fall plantings – Meet in Pocket Park 
October 7th @ 9:00 a.m. - Summer Plant Pull & Fall Garden Cleanup – Meet in Pocket  
     Park   
October 14 @ 9:00 a.m. - Spring Bulb Planting Day –Meet in Pocket Park 

 
 
Submitted by:  
D. Habes 
 
 
**We will be making small bouquets to hand out to library patrons and passersby of the last of the 
zinnias before we pull the plants out of the ground. Myra has colorful year to wrap them and tie 
them. Melissa will prepare verbiage for small tags we will print up and attach to each bouquet to 
serve as a marketing tool for our committee and to spread cheer to the community. Will include 
village website and link to Beautification Committee.   


