
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Village of Williamsville Board of Trustees held at 

Village of Williamsville, 5565 Main Street, Williamsville, NY on Tuesday, October 15, 2024 

at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

The Village Board meeting was opened at 7:31 pm by Mayor Hunt. 

            

Trustee Jackson led the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:31pm. 

 

Present:   Christine L. Hunt, Mayor 

   Eileen Torre, Deputy Mayor 

   James Celeste, Trustee 

   Jeffrey Hahn, Trustee 

   Amy Jackson, Trustee 

    

Also present:  Suzanne Canell, Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

   Julia O’Sullivan Poarch, Attorney, Bond, Schoeneck & King 

   Ben Vilonen, DPW Crew Chief 

 

    

ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Trustee Celeste, it was moved at 7:32 pm to 

approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on September 23, 2024. 

 

Unanimously carried 

 

ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Trustee Celeste, it was moved to open the public 

participation portion of the meeting at 7:33 p.m. 

 

Unanimously carried 

 

Member(s) of the audience who addressed the Board and their comment(s) [Board of Trustees’ 

comments are in italics]: 

 

1.) Dan Rider, Garden Parkway, Village Resident 

Has over 19 years combined experience on Traffic & Safety and other committees and 

boards. Village should consider 20 mph school speed limit signs in the Academy, Eagle, 

and School Street area. Could do that today without having a study. Any study should 

include Rinewalt, Academy, School and Eagle.  

 

2.) Kathleen McNally, Eagle Street, Village Resident 

Thanked Board for taking this issue seriously and asking for greater traffic calming 

measures. Appreciate the engineering study and lower speed limits. Coming before the 

Board to ask for some greater traffic calming measures. Would be nice if the 

administration in the school on Academy would remind their parents of the speed limits 

and safety considerations. Proposed solutions such as strategically placed speed humps  

or raised crosswalks. Asked if the study could include the southwest corner where the  

kids play. 
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3.) Joe Staltieri, Rinewalt Street, Village Resident 

Received ticket from APD for putting garbage cans and pylons at the bottom of his 

driveway due to sealing his driveway and the business on the corner took pictures and 

called the police. Stated the Board has to do something about the parking on Rinewalt. 

The businesses are telling employees not to park in the parking lot but on the street 

instead. Limit parking to two hours like on Farber Lane. 

 

4.) Alex Brava, Eagle Street, Village Resident 

Thank you to the Board for acting swiftly on our concerns about the unsafe driving in our 

neighborhood. Believes there needs to be police enforcement. Asked about the time frame 

to have the engineering study completed and how they plan to loop the neighbors in. 

Eager to hear what they propose. [Mayor Hunt: Have 130 hours bid into engineering end 

of it. Should have something by end of year. Have asked for funding from County to help 

us implement solutions. Would be a spring project at the earliest.] 

 

5.) David Schmidt, Academy Street, Village Resident 

Problem is not with the residents, but all the cut-through traffic like students from 

Williamsville South and school busses. They cut through and don’t come to complete 

stops or ignore the signs altogether. Even the parents from CCA don’t care about the  

stop sign.  

 

6.) Elizabeth Marabella, Main Street, Village Resident 

Huge telephone pole in the parking lot behind Morgan’s Salon is a big obstruction 

between sidewalk and street. Has corresponded with Trustee Celeste about figuring out 

who to contact. [Trustee Celeste showed picture of the pole. Stated that Traffic & Safety 

has had discussions about it. It is not part of the parking lot, but part of the right of way.] 

[DPW Crew Chief Vilonen: After learning that, I reached out to National Grid to see what 

can be done and will update once we hear back.] 

 

7.) Charlie Ciotta, Main Street, Village Resident & Business Owner 

Has been waiting two years since neighbor put up awning that obscures his business sign. 

Feels the Village prosecutor is kicking the can down the road. We need a better, quicker 

process to resolve these issues. Citations don’t hold weight because they aren’t enforced. 

Asked the Board to look into it and help get to resolution. 

 

8.) Cecile Meyer, Eagle Street, Village Resident 

Husband spoke at last meeting and she wanted to reiterate their position regarding the 

traffic safety issues in the Eagle/Academy neighborhood. House is at corner of Eagle and 

Academy so they have witnessed firsthand the traffic situation on both streets. Kids wait 

for the bus and play on front lawn. Has observed three trends: (1) Cut-through traffic: 

Drivers who want to avoid waiting at traffic light at Main and Evans; (2) Speed: Same 

drivers are speeding through to save time and will even jump their curb in a few cases; and 

(3) about half of drivers she’s observed do not stop at stop sign or even slow down. 

Includes commuter, high school students from Williamsville South, and CCE parents. 

Asking Village Board to please take action to keep our kids safe, whether it be speed 

bumps, reduced speed limit, no through traffic sign, or combination of these.  
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9.) Ryan Stearns, Academy Street, Village Resident 

Echoes all the sentiments about the Academy/Eagle/Evans problems. Thanked the Board 

for their attention to it. Glad the study is being done and thinks solutions should be 

extreme given how extreme the problem is. Consider making Academy Street one-way 

going South towards Main Street.  

 

10.) Patty Strohman-Walker, Eagle Street, Village Resident 

Parents bought their house 60 years ago and her family has watched the traffic grow 

steadily since that time. Thank you for the time and expense being put into the study. 

Asked that the traffic on Eagle on the West side of Evans also be included in this study. 

[Mayor Hunt: We have expanded the study since the initial proposal down to Mill Street.]  

 

11.) John Ostroot, Eagle Street, Village Resident 

When he moved here The Commons was two-way street. It became a one-way so drivers 

couldn’t use it as a cut through from Main to Youngs Road. Would be the same thing if 

they decided to go with that solution. Thought it would be a good idea.  

 

12.) Thomas Frank, Main Street, Village Resident 

Ellicott Creek is the lifeblood of the Town of Amherst and affect by groundwater erosion. 

Asking if the Board will pass a resolution in advocacy of the Glen Park Joint Board as  

the lead agency agreement for the Central Park environmental youth and recreation  

center project.  

 

13.) Gabrielle Citriniti, Eagle Street, Village Resident 

Wanted to show support for the study and any of the measures to slow down the traffic in 

the Evans/Eagle/Academy area. 

 

14.) Jessica Stearns, Eagle Street, Village Resident 

Thank you for doing the crosswalks. Has made a big difference. Glad the study will 

expand down Eagle and wondering if we can consider flashers at Evans and Eagle Streets, 

raised crosswalks, as well as speed bumps.  

 

ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Trustee Celeste, it was moved to close the public 

participation portion of the meeting at 8:03 p.m. 

 

Unanimously carried 
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Public Hearing 
Proposed law amending Chapter 70 (Parks and Public Areas) relative to sound amplification 

(to prohibit sound amplification in Garrison and South Long Parks) 
 

 

ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Deputy Mayor Torre, it was moved at 8:03 p.m. 

to open this public hearing. 

 

Unanimously carried 
 

 

1.) Charlie Ciotta, Main Street, Village Resident & Business Owner 

Totally in favor of non-amplification of any use of the park or any parties, concerts, etc. 

It’s a nice, quiet neighborhood so any amplification other than the few concerts at the 

station is out of character for the neighborhood. 

 

2.) Marty Visciano, Village Resident & Business Owner 

Wanted clarification how it would affect the few events the Depot has that use 

amplification such as the car shows. [Mayor Hunt: You’re not in the park so wouldn’t 

include your property.] 

 
ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Trustee Celeste, it was moved at 8:06 p.m. to 

close this public hearing. 

 

Unanimously carried 

 

 

Public Hearing 
Proposed law amending Chapter 103 (Vehicles and Traffic) lowering school zone speed  

limit on Glen Avenue and School Street, and establishing a School Zone Speed Limit  

on Academy Street 
 

 

ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Deputy Mayor Torre, it was moved at 8:06 p.m. 

to open this public hearing. 

 

Unanimously carried 
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1.) Joe Staltieri, Rinewalt Street, Village Resident 

Asked if Rinewalt Street was part of the school speed limit project. Asked the Board if they 

were going to amend the proposal? [Mayor Hunt: Not going to amend it at this time. We 

are continuously working on the code and will look at it.] Mr. Staltieri proposed making 

Rinewalt Street one way. [Deputy Mayor Torre: This hearing is just for lowering the speed 

in the school zones.]  

 

2.) David Schmidt, Academy Street, Village Resident 

Maybe we could what they did in Buffalo with speed cams so tickets would get mailed to 

anyone who went over the speed limit. [Mayor Hunt: That would have to be handled by the 

Amherst Police Department.] 

 
ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Trustee Celeste, it was moved at 8:11 p.m. to 

close this public hearing. 

 

Unanimously carried 

 

Reports – Mayor Hunt 
We have a new local author, Dahlia Wilson, who just published “A walk around Williamsville 

with Sammy the Squirrel”. She started this book when she was a senior in high school and is now 

in her first year in college. The book has been published and is available on Amazon.  

 

ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Deputy Mayor Torre, the following resolution was 

adopted: 

 

RESOLVED, that the following budget transfers are hereby made in the General Fund for the  

2024-2025 fiscal year: 

 

To: 001-140-4450 Village Clerk/Miscellaneous ........................................................................$120.00 

From: 001-1410-4040 Village Clerk/Education Exp/Travel ..........................................................$120.00 

 

To: 001-5010-4450 Street Administration/Miscellaneous ...........................................................$36.00 

From: 001-5010-4040 Street Administration/Education Exp/Travel ...............................................$36.00 

 

To: 001-5110-4161-0915 Street Maintenance/Repairs.2013 Ravo Sweeper ..........................$1,719.00 

 001-5110-4161-0903 Street Maintenance/Repairs.2015 Dump Truck .............................$2,515.00 

From: 001-5110-4161 Street Maintenance/Equipment ...............................................................$4,234.00 

 

To: 001-7110-4165 Parks/Shelter Maintenance .........................................................................$177.00 

From: 001-7110-4169 Parks/Repairs ..............................................................................................$177.00 

 

To: 001-7110-4660 Parks/Tree Maintenance & Replacement ................................................$1,171.00 

From: 001-7110-4360 Parks/Park Supplies .................................................................................$1,171.00 

 

To: 001-7520-4520 Historical Property/Plaques ........................................................................$279.00 

From: 001-7520-4450 Historical Property/Miscellaneous .............................................................$279.00 
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To: 001-8510-4340 Community Beautification/Plants ..............................................................$182.00 

From: 001-8510-4110 Community Beautification/Service Contracts/ Main St Weed Control .....$182.00 

 

To: 001-8560-4340 Shade Trees/Removal ..............................................................................$2,650.00 

From: 001-8560-4350 Shade Trees/Maintenance .......................................................................$2,650.00 

 

Unanimously carried  

 

ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Trustee Celeste, the following resolution was 

adopted: 

 

RESOLVED, that the following budget transfers are hereby made in the Glen Park Fund for the  

2024-2025 fiscal year: 

 

To: 009-7141-4352 Glen Park/Park Maintenance ...................................................................$1,224.00 

From: 009-7141-4102 Glen Park/Landscaping ...........................................................................$1,224.00 

 

Unanimously carried  

 

ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Deputy Mayor Torre, the following resolution was 

adopted: 

 

RESOLVED, that payroll and vouchers in the amount of $286,369.08 covering the period from  

09/09/24 through 10/09/24 are hereby approved as follows: 

 

 PAYROLL COVERING 09/09/2024 – 10/06/2024 $ 84,699.63 

 

 VOUCHERS COVERING 09/20/2024 – 10/09/2024 

GENERAL FUND $ 178,528.84 

SEWER FUND $     5,806.13 

GLEN PARK FUND $    4,928.69 

TRUST & AGENCY FUND $ 3,401.04 

S. CAYUGA/MILTON 3-WAY CROSSWALK $ 5,945.00 

SEWER CONSOLIDATION PROJECT $ 1,435.00 

ORCHARD ST/PARK DRAINAGE $ 1,624.75 

$  201,669.45 

  

 GRAND TOTAL $  286,369.08  
 

Unanimously carried 
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ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Deputy Mayor Torre, the following resolution was 

adopted: 

 

WHEREAS, the Justice Court Assistance Program (JCAP) has been invaluable in its aid to local 

courts; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Williamsville Village Court wishes to apply to the JCAP for improvements to 

the court offices and in the courtroom; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees fully supports this application, under which a match 

is not required. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of the Village of Williamsville authorizes the Williamsville 

Village Court to apply for a JCAP grant in the 2024-25 grant cycle up to $30,000.00. 

 

Unanimously carried 

 

 

ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Deputy Mayor Torre, the following resolution was 

adopted: 

 

RESOLVED, that Local Law 10 of 2024 to amend Chapter 70 (Parks and Public Areas) relative 

to sound amplification to prohibit sound amplification in Garrison and South Long Parks, is 

hereby adopted. 

Unanimously carried 

 

 

Report – Deputy Mayor Torre 
Next Saturday, November 2nd, we will have a collection of old pumpkins, carved or not, as well as 

gourdes. We will be collecting between 10:00am and 1:00pm here at Village Hall and also at the 

Highway Department at 1301 North Forest Road. So don’t throw out your pumpkins or gourdes! 

Let us compost them and turn into mulch for our local parks. 

 

No ZBA meeting tomorrow. Environmental Committee meeting on Monday at 7:15pm. HPC 

meeting is on Tuesday, Ocober 22nd, at 7:00pm. The last Farmers’ Market in the Village is slated 

for October 26th.  

 

ON MOTION by Deputy Mayor Torre, seconded by Trustee Jackson, the following resolution 

was adopted: 

 

RESOLVED, that the official date and time of Halloween Trick or Treat in the Village of 

Williamsville is hereby designated as Thursday, October 31st, 2024, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Unanimously carried  
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Report – Trustee Celeste 
The Village Youth & Rec Committee will be holding their Halloween Scavenger Hunt at the Glen 

Park Noll Nature Pavilion on October 26th from 1:00-3:30p.m. There will be decorations, 

goodies, popcorn, cider, and performance by Checkers the Inventor. 

 

ON MOTION by Trustee Celeste, seconded by Trustee Jackson, the following resolution was 

adopted: 

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign the proposal from Watts Engineers for 

traffic calming study and preliminary design concepts for Rinewalt, School, Academy, and Eagle 

Streets in the amount of $19,500, to be paid out of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. 

Unanimously carried 

 

 

Report – Trustee Hahn 
No further reports from Work Session. 

 

ON MOTION by Trustee Hahn, seconded by Deputy Mayor Torre, the following resolution was 

adopted: 

 

RESOLVED, that Local Law 11 of 2024 to amend Chapter 103 (Vehicles and Traffic) lowering 

school zone speed limit on Glen Avenue and School Street, and establishing a School Zone Speed 

Limit on Academy Street, is hereby adopted as amended to read “local law shall take effect upon 

filing with the Secretary of State”. 

 

Unanimously carried 

 

 

Report – Trustee Jackson 
Arts, Culture and Diversity will be holding an event on November 2nd from 2:00-4:00pm at the 

Meeting House celebrating El Dia de Muertos (the Day of the Dead) with a performance by 

Armor & Heritage. Their next meeting is November 14th at 7:00p.m. at Village Hall.  

 

ON MOTION by Trustee Jackson, seconded by Deputy Mayor Torre, it was moved to go off 

agenda at 8:19 p.m.  

Unanimously carried  

 

ON MOTION by Trustee Jackson, seconded by Deputy Mayor Torre, the following resolution 

was adopted: 
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RESOLVED, that Nancy MacDonald, of East Amherst, NY, is hereby appointed to the Parks 

Committee effective immediately. 

Unanimously carried  

 

ON MOTION by Trustee Jackson, seconded by Trustee Celeste, it was moved to back on agenda 

at 8:20 p.m.  

Unanimously carried 

 

 

Staff Reports: 
 

Attorney O’Sullivan Poarch: No report 

 

Administrator Canell: No report 

 

DPW Crew Chief: Please deposit leaves at the curb, not in the street. If you have contractors 

doing work, they are take the debris with them. Do not put grasses or garden cuttings at the curb. 

Those are to go in yard waste bags. We only pick up leaves and they should be in the right of way 

or curb, but not in the street. We are still doing bi-weekly branch pickup. This week is the first of 

two opportunities to put out branches in October. After that, by appointment only. 

 

 

ON MOTION by Mayor Hunt, seconded by Trustee Celeste, it was moved to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:22 p.m. 

Unanimously carried 

  

 

The next Village Board meeting will be held on Monday, October 28, 2024, at Village Hall, 

5565 Main Street, Williamsville, NY.  

 

 

 

____________________________  

                                                              Suzanne Canell 

       Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 


