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MINUTES
VILLAGE OF WILLIAMSVILLE
PLANNING BOARD MEETING
April 7, 2025
7:30 PM

MEMBER ROLL CALL
	Name
	Organization
	Title
	Status

	Colleen Leiker
	Village of Williamsville
	Member
	Present

	Walter Pacer
	Village of Williamsville
	Member
	Absent

	Thomas Petrocelli
	Village of Williamsville
	Member
	Present

	Wesley Stone
	Village of Williamsville
	Member
	Absent

	Catherine Waterman-Kulpa
	Village of Williamsville
	Chairperson
	Present

	David Vitka
	Village of Williamsville
	Member
	Present



OTHER ATTENDEES
	Name
	Organization
	Title
	Status

	Carol Boeck
	Village of Williamsville
	Building & Zoning Clerk
	Present

	Jeffrey Hahn
	Village of Williamsville
	Liaison
	Present

	Sophie Kephart
	Village of Williamsville 
	Community Development 
	Present

	Chip Greico
	Bond, Schoeneck & King
	Village Attorney
	Absent

	Gary Palumbo
	Town of Amherst
	ZEO
	Present



Meeting opened at 7:29 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance.
MINUTES APPROVAL
Member Petrocelli made a motion to approve March 3, 2025, minutes. The motion was seconded by Member Vitka.  Ayes 4, Noes 0.
RESULT: 	MOTION PASSED (UNANIMOUS)
MOVER:	Petrocelli, Member
SECONDER: 	Vitka, Member
AYES:		Leiker, Waterman-Kulpa 
Motion passed: 4-0


NEW BUSINESS:
2025-PB-05- 135 Evans Street – Blocher Apartments and People Inc. Sign Permit - seeking approval
Representing Blocher Homes – Chris McCaffrey with Ulrich Sign company here on behalf of People Inc. for the Blocher Apartments project at 135 Evans. Proposing a double-sided ground sign constructed of high-density urethane with a recessed background and raised lettering that is extremely durable encased in an aluminum cabinet that sits in between columns - similar to what Sacred Heart and St. Benedicts has.  Design to tie into architecture of the building, using same brick and masonry block base.  The colors will also be the same hardie board (blue/gray) – color called deep ocean that will be the cabinet color, then simple black on white copy People Inc. Logo.
Lighting proposed LED Linear Flood & sign light cut sheet included in materials given by applicant. Per Board this does not meet dark sky compliance requirements per section 84-9.B - all light fixtures shall be dark sky compliant and directed so as not to cast an illumination more than 2-foot candles on adjacent non-residential properties or 0.1 foot candle on and adjacent residential property.  
Mr. Palumbo pointed out per the new site plan received that it has dimensions of 2.5 foot where 10 ft minimum is required distance from the property line.
Discussion on sign proposed of 24 sf is greater than 20 sf limit Applicant states will take back to the designer to have the sign reduced.  The size of columns change was discussed.  24-inch base was supported by applicant stating that this is on a grade and because of the snow in WNY base needs to be minimum of 24 inches.  Landscape around the sign will incorporate plantings that are in landscape beds including sage leaf willow (8SC) and fragrant sumac (8RA).  Separate bed was attempt to ease the change in grade in that area.  
Board discussion concerning that some of plantings will be larger than the size of the base, but applicant stated that they will be maintained and trimmed.  Board would like to see them come back with landscaping that is not going to cover the sign.    
Planning Board member suggests 15-foot clear site triangle be applied to sidewalk, not the street.  Which would give the opportunity to incorporate the sign into landscape better and would not require applicants to request a setback variance.  How can this be designed to meet the code.
Per Board discussion on possible adjustments discussed above:
Shrink sign and look for vision triangle to be reviewed to include sidewalk as applicant mentioned, this is a pedestrian friendly area.  Look for landscape opportunities for shared space for sign and to keep landscaping that was approved for site plan.




RESULT: 	MOTION to Table (UNANIMOUS)
MOVER:	Waterman-Kulpa, Chairperson
SECONDER: 	Leiker, Member
AYES:		Vitka, Petrocelli 
Motion passed: 4-0


ADJOURNMENT 
Chairperson Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Member Vitka and carried. Ayes 4, Noes 0, Absent 2
RESULT: ADJOURNED
The Planning and Architectural Review meeting of April 7, 2025, was adjourned at 7:57 pm.
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