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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville held in the Municlpal Bullding, Willlamsville, New
York on Monday, April 26, 1982 at T7:33 PM

Roll Call Present 'Gordon J. Kuzon, Mayor

Lawrence R. Brenton

1 Michael Kibby Trustees
Connie C. Murray
V. James Sala

Theresa L, Cummins, Village Clerk
Thomas V. Troy, Village Attorney
John Anstett, Dept. of Publilc Works

Absent Edward Way, Dept. of Publlic Works

Mayor Kuzon called the meeting to.order at 7:33 FM.
Mayor Kuzon: Next on our agenda 1s approval of minutes.

ON MOTION by Trustee Brenton, seconded by Trustee Murray, the minutes
of the regular meeting held April 12, 1982 were approved.

Unanimously carried.

ON MOTION by Trustee Murray, seconded by Trustee Brenton, the minutes
of the public hearing held April 12, 1982 regarding the proposed

1982 General Fund, Water Fund, Sewer Fund and Glen Park Joint
Actlvities Fund Budgets were approvéd.

Unanimously carried.

ON MOTION by Trustee Kibby, seconded by Trustee Brenton, the minutes
of the public hearing held April 12, 1982 regarding the 1982-1983 .
Federal Revenue Sharing Fund Budget were approved. v

Unanimously carried.

ON MOTION by Trustee Kibby, seconded by Trustee Brenton, the minutes
of the public hearing held April 12, 1982 regarding proposed
sewer rent rates for 1982-1983 fiscal year were approved.

Unanimously carried.

Mayor Kuzen: For my portlon of the agenda this evenlng, one item

to report., Cheese will be given away in the Town Hall starting
tomorrow morning from §9:00 AM to 5:00 PM and willl be given away
untll the supply runs out. People eligible for cheese are those

on Soclal Securlity, medicare, unemployment, or other forms of public
assistance. To qualify for the cheese if possible you should bring
gsome proof of Income with you when you come to Town Hall. I

would ask that If any of you 1In the audience know of anyone of your
nelghbors who might be eligible - senior citlzens, people who are
retired, unemployed people - to just remind them that the Town is
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giving cheese away and to encourage them, if they're entitled, to
come up to Town and get the cheese.
I have filve resolutions, The first one 1is for vouchers.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Brenton, vouchers
in the sum of $24,970.07 were approved as follows:

Payroll Fund W/E 4/16/82 $ 4,539.83

W/E 4/23/82 4,517.04
General Fund Abstract #511 8,001.35
Sewer & Water Fund Abstract #92 1,449.86
Trust & Agency Pund Abstract #131 g78.00
Glen Park Joint Activities Abstract #31 116.51
SSES Rehab C36-1244-01 Abstract #9 4,595.00
Nelghborhood Preservation Abstract #6 737.93

Federal Revenue Sharing Fund Abstract #129 __34.55
Total Vouchers $24,970;07

The larger of these vouchers are to the New York State Retlrement
System and URS, which is our sanltary sewer rehabllitatlon engineer,

Unanimously carriled,

My second resolution resolves an amendment to the tentative budget
for the Sewer Fund and 1t basically adds an appropriation of '
$10,000 which would be anticipated to be spent on a new four-wheel
drive vehilcle for use by the Sewer Department and I would read the
resolutlon.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Brenton, the following
resolutlion was adopted: TENTATIVE

SEWER .BUDGET

RESOLVED that the 1982-1983 Tentative Budget AMENDED

be amended as follows:

Under Appropriations -
(1) Add account 7.8120.2 Equipment - $10,000 for
a U-wheel drive vehlcle.
(2) Increase total appropriations to $412,336.60.

Under Income -

213 Increase appropriated surplus to $96,209.60,
2) Increase total Sewer Income to $412,336.60.
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The net effect of the resolution 1s to add $10,000, as I stated,
to buy this 4-wheel drive vehicle and it increases our appropriated
Surplus by that amount.

Unanimously carried.

My third resolution this evening calls for the approval of the

General Fund, Water PFund and Glen Park Joint Actlvities Fund

Budgets. These three budgets were the subject of publlc hearings

at our last Board meeting, For those of you who were not wlth

us I'd like to bring you up-to-date. The General Fund would establish
a tax rate of $17.25. That's an increase from last year's tax rate.
The Water Fund would establish an appropriation that would equal

the amount to be spent, hopefully, and the Glen Park Joint Activities
Fund 1s a budget of $9,500. It's a jolnt fund wlth the Town of
Amherst and I'll read the resolutlon.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the following
resolution was adopted:

WHEREAS this Board of Trustees has met at the - BUDigggTED
time and place specified 1n the Notlce of Fublic for 19872-83
Hearing on the tentative budget and heard all or
persons desiring to be heard thereon;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the tent GENERAL,

s s ative
1982-1983 budget, changed, altered and revised WATER-DSEWER’
as hereinafter set forth, 1s hereby adopted and GLMﬂPiiK
the several amounts stated in the column. entitled JOINT

"Adopted" in the General Fund, Water Fund,
Sewer Fund, Glen Park Jolnt Actlvities Fund, ACTIVITIES
including the amounts as required for the FUNDS
payment of principal and interest on lndebtedness,

be and they hereby are appropriated for the objects

and purposes specified and the salaries and wages

stated in the Salary Schedule of such budget shall

be and they are hereby fixed at the amounts shown

therein effective June 1, 1982.

If there is anyone 1n the audlence who has any questions, any
further comments on our budget, now would be a good time to ask
them. If not, I would ask the Clerk to call the roll.

Vote on Roll Call: Trustee Murray - aye; Trustee Kibby - aye;
Trustee Brenton - aye; Trustee Sala - abstain; Mayor Kuzon - aye,.

Ayes - 4; Noes - 0; Abstaln - 1.
Carried.

My fourth resolution regards the Federal Revenue Sharing Budget
and at the time of the public hearing we informed you that this
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money would be spent in the Fire Department and that 1s st1ll true.
The resolution reads:

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Murray, the following
resolution was adopted:

WHEREAS this Board of Trustees has met at the

time and place specified in the Notice of Public B gD
Hearing on the tentative budget and heard-all

persons desiring to be heard thereon;: FEDERAL
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the tentative Rggf;gggc
1982-1983 budget, changed altered and revised as FUND
hereinafter set forth, is hereby adopted and the for
several amounts stated in the column entitled 1982-83

"Adopted" in the Federal Revenue Sharing Fund

be and they hereby are approprlated for the objects
and purposes specified at the amounts shown

therein effective June 1, 1982.

Unanimously carried.

My fifth and final resolution establishes sewer rates for the

82-83 fiscal year. These also were the subjJect of a public hearing
at our last meeting. At that time we informed the public that
costs for sewage treatment have Increased by some $72,000 to the
Village of Williamsville. That $72,000 figure represents treatment
plant costs from the Town of Amherst and that's the reason that
there has been an increase in our charge to the consumer based

on water consumptlon, which represents the charge for operation

and maintenance costs. The charge based on assessed value, which
represents capltal costs, has remalned the same amount as last
year. I would read thils resolutlion.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Klbby, the following
resoplution was adopted:

RESQLVED that the sewer rates for the SEWEi‘Dgggg
1982-1983 fiscal year be hereby set as
follows: for 1982-83

i.?&-per 1,000 gallons of water consumed;
5.21 per $1,000 of total assessed valuation.

$.74 per 1,000 gallons of water consumed - that's the charge for
operatlion and maintenance of the sewage treatment plant. %5.21
per $1,000 of total assessed valuation - that would be the charge
for capital cost. Both of these rates will be computed and be
included on the annual Village property tax blll.

vote on Roll Call: Trustee Brenton - aye; Trustee Kibby - aye;
Trustee Murray - aye; Trustee Saia - abstain; Mayor Kuzon - aye.
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Ayes - 4; Noes - O; Abstain - 1.
Carried.
That's all I have. Trustee Kibby.

Trustee Kibby: Do we have a government class with us this evening?
We can't let a government class go by without a comment and I hope
on the required reading 1list of - 1t should be required reading for
every student, especilally government classes, 1s James Clavell's
"The Children's Story". Every public meeting I've ever attended
starts out with the Pledge of Alleglance. I think that everyone,
and I've dlscussed this wlth a number of people, and I thlnk everyone
who might have a career of being 1n the public ought to look at
that book, ought to own that book and read it once a year. James
Clavell's "The Children's Story". It'll cost you $8.00 and you

can read 1t in twenty minutes.

I have two resolutions tonight. One 1s the appointment of Trey
Measer and Richard Baer to the Planning Board and it reads as
fellows:

ON MOTION by Trustee Kibby, seconded by Trustee Murray, the
following resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that the following persons are
hereby appointed to the Planning Board
until the end of the 1984-1985 officlal
year.

APPOINTMENTS

Planning Board

-Trey Measer, 90 S. Ellilcott St.
Richard Baer, 50 Willowbrook Dr.

Unanimously carriled.

My second resolution 1s the appointment of Mr. Fred Huber to
the Board of Appeals and reads as follows:

ON MCTION by Trustee Kibby, seconded by Trustee Sala, the
folliowing resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that Frederick Huber, 35 Gordon
Street, 1is hereby appointed to the Board
of Appeals until the end of the 1986-1987
officlal year.

APPOINTMENT

Board of Appeals
Unanimously carried.

Thank you, Mr. Mayor.

Mayor Kuzon: Thank you. Trustee Murray.
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Trustee Murray: I have no resoluticns thls evenilng but I would
report that the Senlor Citizens Committee meets thls Wednesday
night and I would expect to be discussing with them at that time
filling the position of Senlor Cltizens Coordinator. Unfortunately
as we've announced before, our coordinator has resigned and 1t will
be a tough job to fill her shoes because she's done a terrific

job. I also will be discussing the hiring of a coordinator wlth
the Board after our Board meeting tonight.

Mayor Kuzon: Thank you. Trustee, Sala.

Trustee Sala: Thank you. I have a couple of resolutions. One
18 to authorize the Mayor to sign an agreement with Frontler
Special Service for the security police at Glen Park.

ON MOTION by Trustee Saia, seconded by Trustee Murray, the foeollowlng
resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that the Mayor 1s authorized to AUTHORIZATION

sign an agreement with Frontiler Special

Service, Inc. for security polilce for Mayor to sign

Glen Park. : agreement for Glen Park
security

Unanimously carried.
Second, we have an appointment of a seasonal laborer.

ON MOTION by Trustee Sala, seconded by Trustee Murray, the following
resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that Christopher Eyre be hired as APPOINTMENT
a Seasonal Laborer in the Glen Park from

May 3, 1982 until September 3, 1982 at the Seasonal
rate of $3.45 per hour and his salary be paild Laborer in
from the Town of Amherst/Village of Willlams- Glen Park

ville Glen Park Joint Activitles Fund.
Unanimously carried.

My last one is to authorize the Mayor to slgn the agreement for
Island and Garrison Park security.

ON MOTION by Trustee Saia, seconded by Trustee Murray, the following
resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that the Mayor is authorlzed to AUTHORIZATION
sign an agreement with Frontler Special
Service, Inc. for security police for Mayor to sign
Island and Garrison Parks. agreement for security
in Island & Garrison
Unanimously carried. Parks
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I've got another one here, It's not on your 1lists in the audience
and it's 1in regard to the Bottle Bill and I'd 1llke to read 1it.

ON MOTION by Trustee Sala, seconded by Trustee Murray, the following

resoplutlon was adopted:

WHEREAS the State Legislature 1s presently APPROVAL OF

consldering leglslation, deslignated as BOTTLE BILL

Senate:Bi1l: #2831 and Assembly Bill #3692, URGED
both of which require a deposit on all beer

and soft drink containers whether of glass

or metal, and

WHEREAS enactment into law of these Bllls
will be a beneflt to the total environment

of the State of New York and, also, to the
Village of Willlamsville in that it will
markedly reduce lltter, the hazards of broken
glass and asslst in providing employment to
New York residents,

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED that the Village
Board of the Village of Williamsville urges

the New York Legislature to enact sald Bilils
and urges the Governor to approve the Bllls

as enacted.

Unanimously carried.
That's all I have.
Mayor Kuzon: Thank you. Trustee Brenton.

Trustee Brenton: I have no resolutions tonight but I do have
two ltems to report, one of which 1s the continulng controversy
regardling the Brookside storm sewer that the Village has
constructed last fall and the status of the sewer itself, the
storm sewer 1tself, that 1s the workmanship involved and the
questlion of the engineering design. As you know, or probably
don't know, but at any rate we have.called in an outside
englneering firm to evaluate this and we met with them today,
or I met with them and wlth the firm of Bissell-Merrill, the
former firm of Bissell-Merrill, which has dissolved, and we

are movlng along toward a resolution on that particular project
and the controversy that surrounds it.

The other area of Interest that I have to report on 1s the fact
that as many of you know, we are presently engaged in our

Sanltary Sewer Rehabilltatlon Program, which 1n total cost will
involve a figure of roughly $700,000, We have signed an agreement
with the firm of URS Corporation early this year to provide
englneering services on Phase 1 of that particular project.
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There are, or there were scheduled to be two more phases and also

we have not entered into agreement as to that firm providing us
engineering services for those two phases, During the last week

I had a meeting with representatives of that firm and at whlch

time I suggested that Phase 1 and 2 be consolidated into Phase 2

which would require engineering services and commensurate remuneratlon
therefor and Phase 3 which involves purely Village force account.

By force account that is our own labor, that 1s what force account
means. Purely force account labor therefore would elimlnate englneering
services for that force account work. Prieor to this it had been
suggested and even indlcated that we would pay engilneerlng services
which, qulte frankly, are very, very high for this type of work

and I feel that we can do 1t in-house and 1I'11 be discussing that
further with the Board thils evening in our work session after this
meeting, which all of you are entltled to attend although I don't
think that 1s necessary. That concludes my report,

Mayor Kuzon: Thank you. Mr. Anstett of the Department of Public
Works.

Mr. Anstett: Thank you. I'd Jjust llke to remind all Village
residents that clean-up will begin on May 3rd. The first 23 days
clean-up will be on the south side of Main Street and the remaining
21 days of that week will be on the north side of Maln Street.

Also, the flood gates wlll be put back in during this comlng
week and-also all park equipment will be put iIn. Thank you.

Mayor Kuzon: Thank you.

ON MOTION by Trustee Kibby, seconded by Trustee Murray, it was
moved to suspend the rules for public participation.

Unanimously carried.

Mayor Kuzon: At this time a portion of the agenda 1s reserved
for public participation. Anyone in the audience may bring any
matter before the Village Board. We simply ask that you state
your name and address before speaking as our meetlngs are tape
recorded, Anyone? Carolyn.

Mrs. Carolyn Schlifke, 192 EvansAStreet: I would l1lke to ask -~
Mr. Anstett I imagine would have to answer thls - whether the
Village is in charge of cleaning the streets. Do we have a
machlne that does that? The sweeper?

Mr. Anstett: Evans Street?

Mrs. Schlifke: Yes.

Mr. Anstett: That is a county ropad.

Mrs. Schlifke: Does the county handle that?
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Mr. Anstett: The county does Evans Street.

Mrs., Schlifke: Well, it's in rather bad condition after the winter
months and I've hbeen walting for someone to do 1t, so I think I'lil
call the county now that I know the Village is not.'responsible.

I have another item that I'd like to bring up thls evening, more

of a discussion to obtaln information, and this has to do with

0ld Home Day, or I should say 0ld Home Week now that 1it's been

extended further than a day. Perhaps Mayor Kuzon could f1il

me in on Just what is the structure, the flnanclal structure

for 01d Home Week. I1I'm aware that it's a Jjoint venture between

the Village of Williamsville and the Town of Amherst and 1t 1s

run by what we call the 01d Home Day Committee, which 1s made

up, I believe, of residents of both the Vlillage and the Town. OLD HOME
If I am stating this incorrectly, I'd 1like to know. DAYS

Mayor Kuzon: So far you're correct. DISCUSSED

Mrs. Schllifke: What I'm concerned with 1s the financial structure
of it. Where the money comes from, where it goes, how 1it's obtained.
Perhaps you could go into some detail on that.

Mayor Kuzon: As best I can. The Village and Town, as you've
already stated, do contribute to the 01d Home Day Committee
and to the best of my knowledge I think it's a 1/3-2/3...

Clerk: The Town gives $1,000 and'we give $500.

Mayor Kuzon: So we glve $500 and the Town gives a $1,000. That
money, as I understand it, is used to buy prlzes for the parade,
to accomodate other prizes for the dlfferent events that happen
on the Island, maybe the bicycle races, or the foot race, what-
ever it 1s, some of the children's things that take place during
the daytime and for those types of events. That's how I under-
stand how the Village and Town money that's contributed to the
Committee 1s spent.

Mrs. Schlifke: These for items that are things like the

children's parade, things like that. ©Now structurally though

what goes on the Island 1is a money-making affair. This is what

I'm interested 1n. The varilous peoples who are having concessions,
the beer tent, games of chance, rides, thilngs like that, Jjust

how 1is that arranged financlally. Are these people paying
anything, any permit money? Any share of thelr profits, what they
make from the three or four days back there on the Island?

Mayor Kuzon: Okay, call 1t a subcommittee, or a separate group.
The Jolly Boys are the ones who handle and coordinate the Island.
The Commlttee has coordinated the events, whereas the Jolly Boys
have taken the responsibllity of coordinating the Island and in
doing that, they have establlshed user fees for the various
concession stands, amusement rides and whatever else might be back
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there so that these people would then contribute a fee to the

Jolly Boys for éoordinating the Island, designating their spaces,

and what types of amusements are on the Island, and what types

of concessions are on the Island, and so on. The profits that are

made by each individual group, as I understand 1t, are then

that group's profits. That 1s the reason for being on the OLD HOME
Island. I'm thinking in terms of the non-profit organizations, DAYS
the churches, the clubs, the Suburban Hospital Board, and so DISCUSS
on, that they would go to the Island, make a profit for the benefit

of thelr organization, and the commercial carnival people the

money they would make would be theilr profit as part of their

business. The beer tent, to the best of my knowledge, that 1is

owned by the Jolly Boys and the profit is the Jolly Boys profit.

Mrs. Schlifke: In other words, it would structually be almost
llke a flea market, where you buy a table for $10, buy a table
and have a space and anything you sell is your profit.

Mayor Kuzon: Part yes, part no. The part that would be correct
would be that yes you do rent space.on the Island but Number 2
what 1s permitted on the Island is under some control or some
review by the Jolly Boys and certain members of the Committee

and that review, I understand, is there so that there's no
duplication, on any matter of taste, any crass type of carnival
operation on the Island. So that the analogy to a flea market is
correct in that you do pay to rent space but what they do sell,
or what they do promote, they receive money from it,

Mrs. Schlifke: All right. So the actual budgeted amount of

the Village of Williamsville is $500. Now does the 0ld Home

Day Committee, or any of the other organizations that are holding
some kind of game of chance, sale or food, whatever on the
Island, do they apply for Village permits?

Mayor Kuzon: No. We leave it to the Jolly Boys to apply for
the permit for the four days.

Mrs. Schlifke: They apply for a permit, all right.

Mayor Kuzon: Walt a mlnute, excuse me, Trustee Murray says
that's not correct,

Trustee Murray: They have never had a permit.
Mayor Kuzon: I think I just signed one for this year.
Trustee Murray: In the past...

Clerk: There 1s one every year because they have to get it
for the liquor authority.

Mayor Kuzon: Okay, so they do have a permit.
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Mrs. Schlifke: With the Village, because we do have an ordlnance
that states that this type of function must be covered by permit
as I'm sure you'll agree.

Mayor Kuzon: The Clerk has indlcated that they have had a permilt
In the past. It's part of thelr requirement to get their llquor
license to sell beer on the Island.

Mrs. Schlifke: Now I'd like to go a little bit into the ordinances

that the Village has. As I Just stated our ordinances under

Amusements states that a permilt must be applied for for varlous

classes of amusements or entertalnment and one of them being

all merry-go-rounds, revolving wheels carrying passengers, slides,

and all similar amusement devices shall belong to and be known

as entertalnments of the fi1fth class. OLD HQME
DAYS

Mayor Kuzon: I thought, Carolyn, that's referring to permanent DISCUSSED

structures, an amusement park that would be a permanent flxture

in the Village. I'm not sure of the applicabllity of that section

to temporary carnivals.

Mrs. Schlilfke: Well thls ordinance 1s prefaced by saying no person
shall conduct the following classes of amusement or entertalnment
wlthout first obtalning a llcense. It does not state on a permanent
basls, and 1t dlvldes the entertalnment Into varlous classes, of
which a revolving wheel carrying passengers which, I believe, I

have seen on the Island 1is Class No. 5. That's one ordinance

that 1I'm concerned with.

Mayor Kuzon: I could check with Tom and I would do this at a
later date as to what Implicatlons of that are.

Mrs. Schlifke: Unless you feel that the permit that the Jolly
Boys obtain for the whole thing covers everything. Although
the amusement people who bring the entertainments onto the
Island are in no way connected with the Jolly Boys. They are
hired as an outslde concern coming into this area. That's one
item I'm concerned with,

The second one 1s that nolse and muslcal accompaniment - no carousel
pr merry-go-round shall be operated with muslcal accompaniment
between the hours of 9:00 PM and 9:00 AM. Now whlle I don't

believe I've seen a merry-go-round in recent years there 1s
consliderable nolse that accompanies these various machlnes they

have back there. That's the second ordinance I'm concerned

with.

The third one 1s prohibited hours of operation. All carousels,
merry-go-rounds, shows, exhiblitions, entertalnments and performances
licensed by thils Chapter shall be closed durlng the period from
12:00 Midnight until 9:00 AM, 1Is there a deadline of 12:00 Midnight
on this function on the Island?
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Mayor Kuzon: I would say that 1t's been a practlcal sltuation
where they do have the Island cleared out and closed by midnight.
I don't know 1if they...

Mrs, Schlifke: If it's enforced.

Mayor Kuzon: I'm not sure if 1t's a strict adherence to the OLD HOME
Code but I think it's semething that's workable for the people DIgéE:SED

on the Island. On the last day there might be some variation.

Mrs, Schlifke: All right. Could I ask does anyone - 1s anyone
able to tell me just what the permit the Jolly Boys obtain would
cost?

Mayor Kuzon: Do you know the fee, Terry?
Clerk: I don't think we charge them anything.

Mayor Kuzon: I guess we haven't charged them anything. Connile
says that's because Village and Town functions are not charged
for use of our public parks.

Mrs, Schiifke: I understand that. All right now, perhaps you can
tell me just who is in charge of the setting up and the cleaning

up.

Mayor Kuzon: Of the individual stands?

Mrs. Schlifke: Of the mess.

Mayor Kuzon: The Vlllage and Town.

Mrs. Schlifke: The Village and Town Jolntly?

Mayor Kuzon: Well the Village and Town in theory, but practilcally
the Vlillage.

Mrs. Schllifke: Is the Village reimbursed in any way out of the
profits that these other organlizations are making on the Island
for the labor that our men, that we are paying for out of the
budgeted monies belng paid?

Mayor Kuzon: No, there's no reimbursement for our manpower hours
spent on the Island.

. Mrs, Schlifke: All right. Now I'd lilke to go inteo safety.
Traffic and fire safety, emergency safety. As you all know,

I'm a member of the Trafflic and Safety Committee. We've been

very concerned this year wlth what happened last year during

this functlon and what wlll probably happen again this year,

and 1t will Increase, 1t will become Increasingly dangerous

if this continues at the volume it's beginnling to grow. Emergency
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equipment cannot get onto the Island because of people. There's
Just so many people back there that if a man had a heart attack
he'd have to be brought off the Island 1n order to be treated.

It was impossible last year to even attend to a woman who sprained
her ankle. She couldn't get through the crowd. Someone had to
carry her off the Island. This sltuation becomes worse every

year. The traffic 1ln the Village, on Main Street, shuts down even
though the Amherst Police do an excellent Job. They do as good

as they possibly can under the circumstances, Traffilc doesn't OLD HOME
flow. There are people crossing the streets in all areas. It's DAYS
a dangerous situatlon. Cars are parking where they don't belong, DISCUSSE.
In No Parking zones. No one wants to go around and ticket them
because it would glve the Village a bad name. Well 1f we have
ordinances, they have to be enforced,and when you're having
functions of this size in this small congested area it's 1lmpossible.
It's impossible.to enforce the ordinances. The Village, I belleve,
has been lucky that nothing has happened of a major catastrophe.
Out at Main-Transit they had one of those wheels turn over, If
that would happen back on the Island what would the people do?

Jump in the creek? There's no place for the people to go. It.'s

a bad situation. It's outgrown 1lt's - I belleve, 1t's usefulness,
The area can no longer take care of the amount of people that are
flowing in here for that week and what I'm trying to get across,
the polnt is - do we really want it, or Is it something that has
grown and we're just continulng it because we feel we have to.

I'd 1ike to read you some remarks of some Village resldents that

I happened to speak to over this past week, some comments by people
that llive here in the Village. Thls happened to be a resldent

that 1lives on Oakgrove - "I wish I could go out of Town every

year for this week." A businessman - "I might as well close down
for the amount of business I have. I have to put a guard in

my parking lot in order to have a few spaces for my customers

to park:in." Another resident - "It's no fun any more. The

crowds are too large. You have to stand 1n line for everything.
Last year you couldn't even get on the Island until someone

else left. The Police were stopplng people from even going onto
the Island. With all these outsiders here I stay home 'cause I'm
afrald to leave my house unguarded. I never see my nelghbors

there any more. All I see is a lot of strangers.' The people in
the Village are staying away from it. Not everyone, granted.

I mean I'm talklng to a small group of people but practically
everyone I spoke to sald 1t wasn't any fun anymore. It has

grown too large.

Trustee Saia: Carolyn, I'd like to add to that a bit as a
businessman that rents his property to somebody who's got to

make a living, that now 1t got so bad sometimes that the people
that run the store were stuck there. They couldn't go home because
they couldn't get thelr cars out of thelr own parking lot.

Mrs. Schlifke: Well I know that Trustee Sala. has gotten up here
any number of times and spoken about thls exact same thing.
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Trustee Saia: But, Carolyn, I was on that slde before. I'm on
this side now and I'm going to do something about it.
Mrs. Schlifke; Well I hope your attitude hasn't changed.

Trustee Sala: You pick up the Amherst Bee and George Measer has
this blg editorial there "Potpourri" and he's talking about

N

what the Jolly Boys did but he didn't tell you that last year OLD HOME

was the first year they ever did anything. Now the pressure 1s DAYS

starting to grow on the Jolly Boys to glve some of that money DISCUSSED

away. But it's my understanding, now I could be wrong, but

it's my understanding that we're talking about 1like $40,000
profit, If it's true, you as a taxpayer, and I, are really

paying for them to make thls money. Now there's a lot of people
have a good time back there. Those people llve in Cheektowaga

and every place else. And you're right about the Village residents.
They don't enJoy themselves anymore. It used to be one day.

We've lost control of 1t. We don't have control of the 01d Home
Day. In fact someone showed me something in the paper the other
day, that said Amherst 0l1d Home Day. It didn't even say Williams-
ville.

Mrs. Schlilfke: If we're going to have - 1f it's golng to become

an Amherst 0ld Home Day, fine - then let's move 1t out of the Village
of Willlamsville somewhere else where there is more room and let
them have their Amherst 0l1d Home Day. 90% of the people that
attend thls thing are from somewhere else 1n Erle.County. I mean
if we want to put on a party for Erie County fine, then let's call
1t the Erle County Carnival. Let's not call it 0ld Home Days
because the title 1s - Just does not cover the sltuation anymore.
And I mean I don't 1like to go. If I don't want to geo I'll just
stay home. Flne, But as a member of the Trafflec and Safety
Committee I feel I have a commltment to the Village to do anything
I can to bring before the people who are 1n charge our commlittee's
feelings - not only our committee's feelings but Hutchinson

Hose., They have been trylng - Hutchinson Hose has been trying

for weeks to get cooperation from the 0ld Home Day Committee.
Members of thelr Filre Department, members of our Traffic and

Safety Commlttee have attended the 0ld Home Day Committee meetings
to try to get them to make sure that everything possible is

being done to make this as safe as possible. It's too late to stop
it. Plans for this begin January 1st. I'm aware of that. It's

too late to stop it. It's going to come this year, but when
January lst of next year comes I think it's time for the people

who have the say - not our committees. Our committee 1is only
advisory. We can only advise people. We feel that it's out-

grown the area. It's no longer a safe functlon and some thought
should be given to moving it, changing 1t, reducing 1ts size,
something before we all end up with a tragedy.

Trustee Sala: Here, here.

Mayor Kuzon: Carolyn, I would ask that you volce these concerns
to the Chalrmen of the 01d Home Day Committee. There 1s some
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feeling on that committee and by the people who are strong supporters
of the 0ld Home Day project that the feelings, the opinions that

you have expressed are those of a minority. They feel that that is
not the total sentiment of the community. So maybe what they need

€0 hear 1s something that balances that of those people who

have a terrific time back there. Maybe that's all that they're
hearing. What a great time it is. What a great party it is,

and so on and so forth, OLD HOME

Mrs, Schlifke: But for who? DAYS DISCUSSED

Mayor Kuzon: I don't know. But that's one of the concerns that
you should mention to them because as I said, in thelr arguments

in favor of the events they state that, you know, it's a good time
for all. Okay leave it at that. They didn't realize the points
that you made and you have made some very, very excellent points

and you've made them in a rational way, and I think 1f they heard
You say these points, not aws the Village Board goling to them and
stating that a resident stood up at a Village Board meeting and saild
these poilnts. They would say that's Jjust a minority speaking.

If you would go and if anyone else who shares your sentiments would
express those feelings to us as well as to the Chairmen of the

event so that they get a feeling of what the total population wants.

Mrs. Schlifke: We have expressed these feelings. As I said, a member
of our committee went to theilr meeting, expressed our feelings to
them and I would hate to tell you the remarks that were made by the
whole 0ld Home Day Committee. They are unreceptlve. They were

not wllling to change in any way. They were golng to have it

their own way. They did condescend to say well we'll do this

or we'll do that, we'll try to keep the crowds under control and
things like that but we have no say in how they run 1t and 1t

looks as 1f the Vlillage and the Town have no say and when you

have a committee made up of people that are benefiting their
organlzation, is the one that 1s making the money, you're not

golng to get much cooperation.

Nordea Reid, 120 Campus Drive: I'd 1like to know, Trustee Sala,

how much would 1t cost each Villager to jJust have that little thing
for the people In the Town? How much does 1t cost everybody?

Why 1s there a blg stink? It's not really costlng you anything.

Mrs. Schlifke: No, 1t's not a case of money. $500 is all it
costs. It's not a case of money.

Miss Reid: I'm just not clear on what the problem is.

Trustee Sala: Once a year - I'm a new member of this Board,

by the way, but thls has been one of my gripes for quite a long
time, for the last few years. But what happens 1s the Village
gets a $1,000 from the Town and the Village sticks in $500

in order to have this 0l1d Home Day. Now this 0ld Home Day started
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off as a one day affalr and it's grown now to a four day affair.
It was run by the residents of thils particular 1little Village

and they had a little booth in there and we had 1ittle kiddie
rides and we might have had a beer tent, and I guess we did have
a beer tent when we started, and you know everybody made a couple
$100 and 1t was all over. The businessmen at that time were only
open a half a day on Wednesday so they closed their doors and

everybody watched the parade and we had 0ld Home Day. Now all OLD HOME
0f a sudden we turn around and it's getting to where there's DAYS
5,000 people on the Island. They're not V1lllage residents, but DISCUSSED

the thing to bear in mind is that the Village has to go :in“hereinow
and clean up thils place - not only that place but Main Street
and the slde streets and people are like little swine and they'll
throw garbage all over the place - on your porch, on your front
lawn,all over. The buslnessmen have to get out there and have

to clean up thelr parking lots the next day. Now this is

costing everybody money. But the big thing i1s that when they
leave our beautiful park, Island Park, it's in a state of - it's
almost like a herd of pigs ran through it. Now we have to take
care of 1t, Now our kids come in there. We've got a 1little
pool, a wading pool. 1It's a Village park and a Town park. We
let the Town residents in. Now the next day the Village goes in
and they start filxing the place up. We spend a lot of time on
this. That $500 that we get, or whatever we get, is no way
anywhere near what it costs the Village taxpayers to have this
event take place on that Island.

Trustee Murray: We don't get the $500. We glve that to them,

and on top of that in the summer of 1979 to run 01d Home Day it

cost the Village of Willlamsville $2,500. For the summer of

1980 the total cost was $3,500. To date we don't have the costs

for '81. I've asked the Clerk to give that to us several times.

I hope she'll do that soon. But 1t does cost the Village besides

the $500 that we contribute for parade prizes. In 1979 it cost

us $2,500 and then in 1980 $3,500. So it does cost us money

beslde’s destroying our environment with 1ts nolse and from the people
and the rldeés back there and also destroys the park.

Miss Reld: Do you have any law on your books that would prevent
people from the outside from coming in to this type of function?

Trustee Murray: I don't think we have any. We'd rather not have
the function,

Miss Reld: I don't understand it. I'm from New York City and
what's the blg deal. There are other people who have these
functions and problems every day and we always have to clean up
the streets everyday. Why not give the kids something to do.

Trustee Sala: We'lve %ot 5,000 eight or nine hundred resldents.
If you take 5,000 or 6,000 people that come in that small park
and you can understand that's as large as the population of the
whole Village.
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Mrs. Schlifke: You have cooking tents back there which are
Supposed to be flameproof. I have no guarantee that they are.

If I'm standing next to one that goes up in flames there'll

be a lot of people iInjured or killed, not cnly from the actual
fire and the fire equipment couldn't even get anywhere near the
fire because of the congestilon of people. These are allthings
that everybody says 1t'll never happen, it couldn't happen to

me, it can't happen here. You read about it in the paper everyday
and I'm just not being a rabble-rouser. These are the concerns

of a lot of people in the Village. People that I have spoken

to. Concerns of Trustee Sala., As I sald he has gotten up here gk?;KME
many times and talked to the Board. Also Trustee Murray. It DISCUSSED

Seems like we have a lot of support on the Board, but then it's
time for the Village Board to open their mouths, put it that
way, and tried to take complete control away from the 01d Home
Day Committee, which 1s what is happening now.

Mayor Kuzon: Well as you say your reception in stating your
opinions was not well received. Some of the points that you

have made were points that this Board kind of reviewed after

the last 0ld Home Day and 1n one way or another we received

the same reception that your oplnions received as an individual
or as a member of the Traffic and Safety Committee, but again
you are obviously informed on this 1ssue and you have pointed

out several things which obviously are new to me and maybe T
should have done my homework previously on the things that

need to be looked at in terms of ordinances and codes, the safety
lssue is something which is continuing. I know our Fire Chief,
who has had to leave, last year he did the best that he could

in, let's call 1t enforcing the code on the Island, as best he
could to insure that there was adequate safety, that the fire
retardant things were used and fire extinguishers there. It's

an overwhelming job for a volunteer person to assume. This year
we felt that we would have our part-time fire inspector take a
more active role in the coordination of at least fire safety

on the Island. He used to be the Fire Chief. But agaln I will
definitely look into the points that you have made and I would
restate that 1if you or any other Village residents has concerns
about what 1s happening on the Island to not only express your
thoughts to us, your Village Board, but alseo express them to the
Chalrmen of the Committee so that they have a feeling of what the
community wants. In many ways they feel it's a minority oplnion.
If it's not a minority opinlion then 1t will take a 1ot more people
to make the committee realize that there are valild concerns that
need to be addressed and corrected.

Mrs. Schlifke: Well we're certainly not going to get any support
from people who live down off of Maple Road or live over on
Unilon Road 1n Cheektowaga.

Mayor Kuzon: But none of those people are on the committee.

Mrs. Schlifke: I'm not saying that. What I'm saylng 1s as far

as residents or people attendlng this functlon we will not get
any support from any of those people that perhaps are coming
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to the 0l1d Home Week because for them it's a great time because
when they go home they are no longer concerned with the mess that
has been created, the dangerous situation, the upheaval of the
whole Village for that week, and besldes that, 1s not the 0ld Home
Day a committee, 1s 1t not appointed by the Village Board and

the Town Board?

Mayor Kuzon: The Chairmen are appointed by the Village Board and
I would say that the remainder of the committee 1s filled by them.

Mrs. Schlifke: Well 1f the government body doesn't feel that the
committee is handling it to the best interests of the municlpality,
then I think perhaps 1t's time to have some changes in the committee.

Mayor Kuzon: As you sald, you are not a rabble-rouser, but Trustee
Sala 1s so that I'm sure he will, you know, as well as many other
members of the Board carry this through. Yes, sir.

Hugh Sharon, 112 Campus Drive: I've only been here since September
so I really don't know too much about the affairs of the Island
but as I understand from the conversation going on this carnival,

per se, is being held and with the number of people that are OLD HOME
coming 1t's Jjust impossible for the Village to hold it any more. DAYS
Now 1s thls carnlval controlled by the Village or the Town? DISCUSSED .

Mayor Kuzon: Maybe that's the underlying question.
Mrs. Schlifke: That's the problem.

Mr. Sharon: Sco before the numbers became so outlandish was it
possible for the Town 1itslef to hold this function?

Mayor Kuzon: Well the Village and the Town are not involved in
this to make a profit., We've been lnvolved in it to facilitate
the opportunlty, or it's grown to become an annual opportunity
for groups to make money on the Island as part of this 0ld Home
Day celebration. But, no, we were never involved in it to

make money.

Mr. Sharon: So 1t was Just for the Town itself to go out and have
a good time.

Mayor Kuzon: Like a summer carnival. It was a one day affalr and
probably 1In the last six or seven years it's gone to a four day affair.
There was the Sesqulcentennial the Village had, the Bicentennial, and
from there the ball just kept moving.

Mr. Sharon: Okay. Since this 1s under Village Jjurilsdiction is
there any way you can limlt the people that come 1n to just the
residents of the area!in question or is it that 1t's just no longer
possible to hold 1it?
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Mayor Kuzon: Well number 1 I'm not sure that a government can

limit it. That would be obvious discrimination. We do allow
Village and Town residents priorities in using the park for

other purposes but I don't think we would actually prohibit

anyone. _ OLD HOME

DAYS DISCUSSED
Mrs, Schlifke: One other remark, that this function was for

organizations to make a profit. That I believe 1s incorrect.
The true function of 0l1d Home Day was a soclal gathering

of people who at one time had 1ived in the area and wanted to
come back and meet with former neighbors and friends. That was
the intial beginning of 0l1d Home Day. The fact that it grew and
organizations felt it was an excellent time to show their wares
and make a profit, I have absolutely no question with that at all. I've
wWorked for many charitable organilzations through the years but
that was not the real purpose for 0ld Home Day and that's where
the problem began. The Jolly Boys started out being affiliated
wiht St. Peter and Paul Church, Their function was to railse money
for the drill team - the Saints - to go to the national convention
and for any other functilons that the Saints had. The Jolly Boys
are no longer affillated with St. Peter and Paul Church. It is
a private organlzation now so it's a money-making organization.
Granted they do good. 1I've never seen thelr books, Just what
they do with their money I don't know. .I've had people tell

me they do contribute to various organizations. They did this
year give the Village money which came at a very appropriate
time when there was a lot. of dissension about 01d Home Day. It
was a nlce time for them to glve the Village some money, which
the Village very generously gave to the Library to keep 1t open
on Saturdays, but the money-railsing function really had no
beglnning in the 014 Home Day. It was strictly a soclal affair,
because I've lived here for 29 years and I've wheeled my boys
down to Main Street and if you blinked your eyes the parade went
past you. That's how long it was. And then you walked down

to the Village where a few of the stores had a sidewalk sale and
you walked over to the Island where maybe somebody was selliing
lce cream and you stood around and the kids played together and
you talked to your nelghbors, That's what 01d Home Day started
out being and you should know. You've lived here all your life.

Mayor Kuzon: I was probably your son's age. My best recollection
of 0ld Home Day, quite honestly, 1s the beer tent and rides and
booths, things like that.

Mrs. Schlifke: That's right. Stand around and talk to neighbors.

Mayor Kuzon: I guess I'm one of those - my memory only goes back
to 1975 when I remember 0ld Home Day and I remember maybe it

not as blg as it was last year but along those lines. My mother
describes it as orlginally an event where people, you know, come

in from out of town. You'd bring a box lunch, sit on the Island,
you go home at dark,
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Mrs, Schlifke: The money-making aspect of it 1s something that
has evolved over the years and 1t 1s where our problem began.

Mrs. Dorothy Karrer, 108 Oakgrove: As you know, I spoke with

you last week about this very subject and I think there are
concerns about thls also., ‘Especlally I think 1t's very depressing
to think that everybody's excited about $3,000. that went to the
Library. Obviously this 1s a money-making project and $3,000

isn't very much when you consider the profits of the beer tent

that operates full every day. I1'm deeply concerned at that and

I'm deeply concerned at the cost of the clean-up and the time

¥ takes away from our Department and also I think it would be a
good 1ldea, 1f possible, to bring 1t just back to one day. Maybe

we should charge these people. Maybe we should make a reassessment
of our appolintments on our commlttee. I'm not against it, but

I think it's gotten out of hand. OLD HOME DAYS

DISCUSSED
Mayor Kuzon: Thank you. Anything else on this issue?

Trustee Murray: I'd llke to add something. I'd 1like to thank
Mrs. Schlifke for bringing this subject up tonlght. This is
something - I know there are four of us on the Board who are
concerned about 0ld Home Day.

Mayor Kuzon: Now wait a minute. I'm not saylng I'm not concerned
about 0ld Home Day. I think many people interpret my oplnion
regarding 0ld Home Day as belng one of total support. I would say
that I do support the event. I do share the concerns that have
been expressed by Carolyn, and Connle knows that as a Board we

have stated our concerns but I'm not sure that 1t'!'s all totally
bad. I think there is some beneflt derived from some type of
summer actilvity outside of the normal 1in the Village of Williams-
ville, Obviously it's gotten to the point where a lot of it

has to be reassessed.

Trustee Sala: We reassess it every year. I sent a letter last
year to the Village Board, the Chlef of Police, and the Fire
Chief about my concerns on the Island and I'll say thils honestly
that some of these concerns are taken care of. So every year
they take care of another concern. Now the filre extinguishers
were one polnt. About these butane tanks that light these little
fires they have back there, they were a great concern of mine,.
Now the minute they got my letter anybody down there you better
have a flre extlnguisher. Jim's golng to be down checkling them
for something and we got filre extinguishers. Now there's something
that you can't control and that's an unruly crowd. Now you've
got beer, you're serving alcoholic beverages, you've got 5,000
possibly people on that Island. You've got a fence around the
Island and you cheop all the trees down to put the beer tent up.

Trustee Kibby: One tree would equal two new trees,

Trustee Sala: If I wanted to plant a tree right now on that Island

and donated a $500 fee to the Village and wanted to put it right
in one particular spot that might get chopped down for a beer tent

next year.
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Mayor Kuzon: But it would be replaced. The tree was hand-
selected by Trustee Murray and I think she's very sSatisfled
with the tree, right?

Trustee Murray: I'm not satisfled with the one that was destroyed
and as I started to say when thanking Mrs. Schlifke for bringing
the subject up, I think the Mayor brought up a good point. I
think that we - some of us, wonder whether we're hearing what we
want to hear from the people who have the same opinions that we _
do, I would like to - I know that we have the Courier and the Bee
here tonight. I would like to ask them 1f they wlll put something
in their report about the meeting tonight asking Village residents
to please contact us, the Village Board, about their feellngs DISCUSSED
about 0l1d Home Day. I would like to hear more oplnion from more
people so that we can make an adequate declsion about what to do
In the future.

OLD HOME
DAYS

Mayor Kuzon: Okay. Is there anything else that anyone would 1ike
to bring before our Village Board?

Trustee Brenton: I can't leave the subject without comment. As
I have in the past, I would agaln classify 0ld Home Day as a
disaster waiting to happen. I refer exclusively to - and for the
benefit of you who are from out of town - 1t is the Island Jjust
behind the bullding here. There 13 a very narrow bridge that
goes onto 1t., The Island is totally surrounded with water. 5o
if you pack several hundred people, or as Trustee Sala indicated
5,000 standing on one another's shoulders, but . at any rate, there's
a significant number of people back there and towards the rear of
the Island there is the beer tent. The beer tent, we don't know
if it's fireproof or not. However, there is a question and they
could very easily, to my mind, through thelr actlions or the
action of someone poking a hot cigarette butt or something of
that nature they could start on fire, If they did, we would
definitely have a disaster, If there was any kind of mob
hysteria on that Island several people would be, without a

doubt, to my mind, be extremely hurt if not mortally injured.

So I have expressed these concerns to the public and to the Board
in the years past. For your benefit of information you might
wonder what kind of people we are here that sit here and don't
seem to have control over what appears to be our function. It

is not our function. We simply allow a group, & committee to
have the rldes, beer tent, etc. back there, and the monies that
have been referred to here as $1,500 as prlze money that are
contributed by our government and the Town of Amherst

government to make this a more attractive endeavor. So that
really there's no money coming into the Village aside from the
recent donation of $3,000 and there is significant moniles going
out of, 1n particular, the Village due to the fact that our
D.P.W, has to clean the facilities on the Island, around the
park. As soon as they shut down the beer tent it 1s necessary
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to clean up. I have been there when we've gone through this. One

of my responslbilitiles is the Department of Public Works and

also we have dumping costs, etc. There's a tremendous amount of

debris, We are a very small community of some 5,000 people.

Due to the publiclty from the media we draw from all over the Western
New York area. Western New York 1is an area of roughly a million

people. Even Canada they come from. So that we have many, many

people and our small community has a terrific influx of people OLD HOME
and we wonder, we question whether or not we should allow our DAYS
facllities to be used for this purpose and commensurate traffic DISCUSSED
problems, etc, etc. But primarily my concern is that we are

not remunerated for the services that we provide and for what

I feel are abused. We are glven no large donatlons and also I

am concerned with if it is too large a gathering of people that

has outgrown it's usefulness in that regard, and 1t serves the

purpose of some well-meaning people who compose the committee, and

I just don't really agree with thelr viewpoint on whether this

community should have it. Thank you.

ON MOTION by Trustee Brenton, seconded by Trustee Sala, 1t was
moved to return to the regular agenda.

Unanimously carried.
Mayor Kuzon: If there 1is no further busilness...

ON MOTION by Trustee Murray, seconded by Trustee Brenton, the
meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM,

Unanimously carried.

Theresa L. Cummins,
Village Clerk-Treasurer
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