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Minutes. of:t,ne Reguiar~.:Meeting'of-the"Boa~ or' '1'rust~eso:f:theVillage
of Williamsville held in the Municipal Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, January 9, 1984 at 7:35 PM

• Roll Call Present Gordon J. Kuzon, Mayor
Lawrence Brenton
Michael Kibby
Lawrence Law
V. James Saia
':,\

Trustees

Theresa L. Cummins, Village Clerk
Thomas V. Troy, Village Attorney
Phil Boudreau,Dept.of Public Works

•

Mayor Kuzon called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.
Mayor Kuzon: We will begin with a moment of silence in memory of
our former Department of Pub1ic,Works Superintendent Arthur "'nip"
Wolf, who passed away pecember jOth and I'd like to beg~~ with a
moment of silence in memory of Art.
Next on our agenda is the approvalof minutes.
ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Brenton, the minutes
of the regular meeting held December 12, 1983 were approved.
Unanimously carried •
Mayor Kuzon: Moving next to my report and resolutions I have one
item to report and that is that cheese, honey, cornmeal and dry ~
milk will be given away to Village and Town residents this Thursday ~J?\

,between 9 :00 AM and 5 :00 PM here in the Town Hall. There are I:cP 0--
regulations and restrictions regarding 'the recipients of this food X.2f
and I would ask that if you know ()fanyone who would be interested, ~.:-...
or if you have questions regarding the regulations that you call J
the Town Supervisor's Office and that office will be ·ab1e to answer
your quest ions.
I have a number of resolutions this evening. The first one is for
vouchers in theaamount of $27,334.52. These vouchers cover the period
from the time of our last meeting, December 13tfi, to the end of December, .
December 26th.
ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded
sum of $27,334.52 were approved as

Payroll Fund

by Trustee Law, vouchers in the
follows:

W/E 12/16/83
W/E 12/23/83

$ 5:,134.16
5,767.35

$10,901.51Total Payroll Fund
(Continued on Next page)
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Minute~ ·oT.th~·Reguiar':·ME?eting··of.~the:'Board ai- Trustees/of 'the:Viiiage
of'Williamsviiie held' in 'the Municipal' Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, January 9, 1984 at 7:35 PM

Payroll Fund (from preceding page)
General Fund .

Abstract #551
#132
#171

Sewer & Water Fund Abstract
Trust & Agency Fund Abstract
Glen Park Jt Activities Abstract #71
Federal Revenue Sharing Abstract #150
Community Development Abstract #80

Total Vouchers

$:1,.0,901.51
9,089.30
6,374.04

30.00
378.52
326.40
234.75

$27,334.52
Unanimously carried.
The second set of wouchers, which cover the period from December 27th
up until this evening's meeting, are in the amount of $40,970.01.
ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Law, vouchers in the
sum of $40,970.01 were approved as follows:

Payroll Fund W/E 12/30/83
W/E 1/9/84

Total Payroll Fund
General Fund Abstract #552
Sewer & Water Fund Abstract #133
Trust & Agency Fund Abstract #172
Glen Park Jt Activities Abstract #72

Total Vouchers
Unanimously carried.

$ 9,289.89
5,721.81

$15,011.70
22,588.35

2,292.77
899.54
177.65

$40,970.01

My third resolution this evening appoints a part-time clerk in the
Village Clerk's Office. This person will be paid at the rate of )(J
$3.75 an hour and will work for 12 hours a week for approximately q
four hours three days a week, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. I ~
would add that we advertised in the local paper. Twenty-nine people
applied for the job, three lived in the Village. The three that
lived in the Village were interviewed and the person we are
appointi~g this evening is a Village resident. It reads:

--, I

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the following
resolution was adopted:
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Minutes o;f,the Reg~~ir<Meet'~ng;Of':'tl:1e:Board'or" Trustees:ot~th~ -'Viliage
Of-t,ailiamsviile held" in 'the Municipal' Building, Williamsy,ille, New
York on Monday, January 9, 1984 at 7:35 PM

RESOLVED that Virginia Wullen, 237 Monroe
Drive, is hereby appointed Clerk-Typist
P.T. in the Village Clerk's Office
effective January 11, 1984 at a rate of
$3.75 per hour.

APPOINTMENT
Clerk-Typist pIT

Unanimously carried.
My final resolution appoints the Co-Chairmen of our 1984 Old Home
Day Committee and once again I'm pleased to announce that George
Measer and Jean Gaulin have volunteered for this activity and this
evening I'd ,like to appoint them Cg-Chairmen for the 1984 event.
It reads:
ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the following
resolution was adopted:

OLD HOME DAYS
RESOLVED that George Measer and Jean Gaulin
are hereby designated Co-Chainn~n of the
1984 Old Home Day Committee.

Co-Chairmen
appointed

Mayor Kuzon: Does anybody want a roll call? If not, on the question?
Unanimously carried.
That concludes my portion of the agenda. Next is Trustee Brenton •
Trustee Brenton: Thank you. For my report tonight I would report
that Consolidated Rail Corporation is preparing a legal descri'ption
of the property which we have indicated we want to purchase. There
will be more on that, in that regard through my resolutions. However,
we do need the legal description and I have received notification
from the corporation that that will be follOWing shortly.
Our sewer rehab situation in regards to the Phase 2 and Phase 3 of
the rehab of our sanitary sewers, our engineering firm, URS, has
sent a letter requesting action on this from the Department of
Environmental Conservation. The Department of Environmental Conser-
vation has been somewhat slow regarding approval of our Phase 2 and
Phase 3 program. We had hoped that we would have this program
ready to go to bid this winter when the bidding conditions are more
favorabl~, because of the nature of the construction work usually
you can get lower bids and unfortunately we have not received final
approval on this, although all the requests and conditions that
the Department of Environmental Cons'ervation had requested of us'
through our engineering firm, URS, have been met. So that any further
delay on the part of DEC I'm afraid will have to result in the Village
looking for some support from our elected representatives in the
Senate and the Assembly to further speed this to a hasty' conclusion
because it's been going on for a long time through no faUlt of ours,
or our engineering firm •

o
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M.inutef)of·the Regular Meeting oLthe ..Board of Trustees' of the·Village
of Williamsville held-in the Municipal' Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, January c9, 1984 at 7:35 PM

Regarding the fire hall situation, of which I'm sure you're all aware,
we have progressed on that to the podint we are satisfied we can
accommodate the proposed truck bays on the property adjacent, west
of the courthouse, adjacent to the courthouse, and it will be the
intention here to begin negotiations with the Town of Amherst to
acquire that property and I believe that the Town Attorney has
developed all of the inputs as far as the Village is concerned
and those inputs, by that I mean fiscal inputs over the last several
years maybe several decades, at least two decades, appear to be
actual and factual and I see no problem with the, those negoti:1Jations
coming to an amicaQle conclusion.
I noticed over the Christmas holidays, the legal holiday after
Christmas Day, our garbage and trash was picked up by our contractor
that does that work, which is now called Browning Ferris Industries,
and then confusingly the following holiday, that would be New Year's
Day, the legal holiday, it was not. Of course, there was no great
problem outside of the fact that the trash was left out for a day·
longer than it should have been regarding the New Year's situation
but many people were caught unaware at Christmas. This prompted me
to send a letter to Browning Ferris Industries and return receipt
requested, and I have received a reply from them and they have
i~entified what.legal holidays they will be observing in the future
and we have a list of those holidays. I really don't think it's
necessary to relate them now. However,.we will be sending those
out with the tax bills and prior to the holdiays.it would be the
intention of this Board to rely on the Village Clerk to make some kind
of a notice in the local news media as to whether or not the garbage
and trash will be picked up and cettainly, I certainly have to feel
that Browning Ferris did not in any way comply with the conditiqns
of our contract with them and I so imp~ied that in my letter to them
so I think we've got that straightened out.
We have received a request for lighting on Pine Acres Court and at
this stage of the game we haven't determined exactly What aspect
we're going to take regarding that. Well apparently I'm mistaken
on that. We started at 5:00 PM this afternoon, ongour work session,
and it appears that I either was not aware of the fact that Trustee
Law has a resolution on that so that Trustee Law will be handling
that later on as to the Pine Acres Court situation.
That concludes my report and I'll move to my resolutions. The first
resolution deals with the acquisition of the new 1500 gallon per
minute fire department pumper. The bids have been received, and I
must say that I'm incorrect in saying bids. because we only received
one response to our request for bids, so that it is a bid has been
received and it is the opinion of the attorney that all conditions
have been met. It is to the satisfaction of the fire department
that this firm is the successfUl bidder in their eyes as to the
equipment that is being provided through this award, and I'll read
the resolution.
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OPENING OF BIDS- VILLAGE CLERKS OFFICE
PROJECT: One (1) 1500 GPMTriple Canbination Class A Custan Purrping Engine CcJrplete

.VILLA~EOF WILLIAMSVILLE .' . .
DATE; .December 21, 1983 - 10:00A.M.
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Minut~~ -,o'f,the Itegular,Meeting"of 'the::Bo~rd 'or' Trust~e::/Dt'-the'·viilage
of"vJilliamsville held In'theMunicipal' Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, January 9, 1984 at 7:35 PM

QN MOTION by Trustee Brenton, seconded by Trustee Saia, the following
resolution was adopted:

WHEREAS the Village of Williamsville has
advertised for sealed bids for one 1500 GPM
Triple Combination Class A Custom Pumping
Engine complete, and

CONTRACT AWARDED

1500 GPM Pumper
for Fire Co.

WHEREAS William Shoemaker Associates, Inc.
submitted their low bid meeting specifications,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE rr RESOLVED that William
Shoemaker Associates, Inc. be awarded the
contract for the purchase of the pumping
engine at their low bid of $130,487.00.

Mayor Kuzon: I'm going to ask for a roll call. I think on any
amount of money this substa~tial it's important that we all go
on record indicating our support on it.
Vo~e on Roll Call: Trustee Law Yes

Trustee Saia Yes
Trustee Kibby Yes
Trustee Brenton - Yes
Mayor Kuzon Yes

Yes - 5; Noes - O.
Unanimously carried.
Trustee Brenton: Resolution No.2 has been removed from the agenda
that you.have and that we have also. Through our work session,
which I sa~d began at 5:00 PM this afternoon, it was determined
that we did not need Resolution No.2 and, therefore, that will
not be presented tonight. Resolution No. 3, the~efore, becomes
No.2 and I don't want to confuse you any more by numbering them.
I'll just go on with my resolutions.
Resolution No.3 deals w~th the acquisition of the property that the
Consolidated Rail abandoned, which is the subject of many discussions
of this Board's meetings and many discussions through our work sessions,
and simply this resolution only allows the Village Clerk to obtain
the necessary funding, or put in motion the obtaining of the necessary
funding to purchase this property. It does not mean that we will
purchase the property. However, we will be prepared to purchase
the property fiscally through this resolution. It reads as follows:
.oNMOTION by Trustee Brenton, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the following

,resolution was adopted:
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M,lnut~s;·of..the)tegu~a"r.,·Me~t1ngbr','tp.e.Board of''i'rust~es'of ~the Village
of'Williamsville held' in the 'Municipal BUilding, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, January 9, 1984 at 7:35 PM

• RESOLVED that a bond resolution in the
amount of $85,000, authorizing the
issuance of $80,750 in serial bonds and
$4,250 of capital notes, for purchase
of Conrail property is hereby aQopted.

Mayor Kuzon: Once again I'm going to request a roll call.

BOND RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZED

$85,000 for purchase
of Conrail property

Vote on Roll Call: Trustee Kibby Yes
Trustee Law Yes
Trustee Saia Yes
Trustee Brenton Yes
Mayor Kuzon I'm going to vote yes on that

but I'll add an explanation when we get to Trustee Brenton's fourth
resolution and I think it;lwill be more clear at'that time to everyone
in the audience.
Yes - 5; Noes - O.
Unanimously carried.
Trustee Brenton: My next resolution deals w~th the publishing of
the notice to go about this as far as its concerned, the bonding
that is, and simply authorizes the Clerk to publish this, which
is a legal requirement, and it ~reads as follows:

~ ON MOTION by Trustee Brenton, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the following
resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
VILLAGE ,.OFWILLIAMSVILLE,. IN THE COUNTY
OF ERIE, NEW.YORK, AS FOLLOWS:

AUTHORIZATION

ID,

Section 1. The Village Clerk of the Village
of Williamsville, in the County of Erie, New
York, shall, within ten (10) days after the
adoption of the bond resolution referred to
in the form of Notice hereinafter set forth in
Section 3 hereof, cause to be p,ublished at
least once in the "AMHERST BEE', a newspaper
having a general circulation within the Village
and hereby designated as the official newspaper
for such pUblication, and to be posted in at least
six (6) of the most public places in the Village,
a Notice which shall set forth the date of
adoption of said bond resolution and contain
an abstract thereof concisely stating its
purpose and effect.

Clerk to'
publish above '

$85,000 ~ond
resolution

~

Section 2. Aft~r said bond resolution shall
have taken effect, the Village Clerk is hereby
directed to cause said bond resolution to be
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M,inutes of·t,heRe~u;1~rLMe~ting:7of-:·t~eBoard"of"Trusteesior--the;Village
of'Williamsville held'in'the'Municipal' Building, Williamsville, New
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pUblished, in fUll, in the newspaper
hereinabove referred to in Section 1
hereof, and hereby designated as the
official newspaper for such pUblication,
together with a Notice in substantially
the form as provided by Section 81.00
of the Local Finance Law of the State
of New York.
Section 3. Form of resolution to be
published.
This resolution takes effect ~ediately.

Trustee Saia: On the question, can we change Section 3 to read
Section 2 because we did chang~ the section. Where it says
set forth in Section 3 hereof. It will now be Section 2.
Mayor Kuzon: That's within this resolution. It refers to Section 3
down here, the form of the resolution to be published. It's not
referring to the previous resolution.
Trustee Saia: Okay. Sorry.
Unanimously carried.
Trustee Brenton: Resolution No. 4 further deals with the acquisition
of the Consolidated Rail property and it has been decided by the
Board of Trustees due to the fact that there could be some contro~~rsy
regarding our action to purchase or not to purchase this property,
that this resolution would be appropriate •. I have to say, and speak
for myself, that I do feel that in some ways I am not fulfilling
my duties as I was elected to do. In other words, I could simply
not have this special resolution. What the resolution is going to
do is place this item on the ballot at our March election so that
the people will be allowed to speak regarding this and cast,their
ballot. I really question whether that was the purpose of my election.
However, I do feel that this is the most democratic way to go and
not in my own mind casting off my responsibilities as a Trustee
regarding the sUbject,y but I really do believe that with a
situation of this magnitude regarding the actual purchase, not the
fiscal magnitude - I don't think it's that great - .but I think that
regarding the general magnitude of the situation the people should
speak and in this instance then I would do this resolution, defer
to the people's opin~on. Now I would also say that I would have
personal misgivings as to the use of the land if it is acquired,
but that can be addressed at a later date. Now the resolution
is rather lengthly and I really don't believe that the public
was provided a copy of it so I will read it and I will read it
slowly so tat there is an oppo£tunity to digest it.
ON MOTION by Trustee Brenton, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the
following resolution was adopted:
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RESOLVED that the proposition described in the
Notice of Referendum hereinafter set forth be
submitted for approval or disapproval to the
qualified electors of the Village of Williamsville
at the Annual Election of·the Village of Williams-
ville, to be held on March 20th, 1984, between
the hours of 12:00 Noon and 9 o'clock p.m.; and
it is

CONRAIL
BOND

RESOLUTION

FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposition as stated
in the Notice of Referendum below, shall be printed
in full form upon the ballot or ballot-label
to be used in voting at the election, and that the
proper officers of the Village of Williamsville
be and they hereby are authorized to take any and
all action that may be necessary or proper in order
to lawfully submit the proposition at the election
to the qualified voters of the Village; and it is
FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village Clerk be and
hereby is authorized to cause notice of said
referendum to be published together with the
regular notice of election required by Section
15-104(3)(B) of the Election Law, and it is'

Place bond
resolution on

March 20th
Election
as

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Notice of Referendum
shall be in substantially the following form: Referendum
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the Annual Village
Election of the Village of Williamsville to be
held on March 20th, 1984 between the nQurs
of Noon and 9 o'clock p.m., the following
proposition will be submitted to the electors
of the Village qualified to vote upon the
proposition, as follows:
SHALL THERE BE APPROVED AND ADOPTED IN THE VILLAGE
OF WILLIAMSVILLE,. NEW YORK, A .BOND .AND CAPrrAL
NOTE.RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE VILLAGE ON JANUARY 9,
1984, authorizing.the acquisition of approximately
nine (9) acres of land, for general Village
purposes, within said Village, stating the
estimated cost thereof to be $85,000.00,
FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village Clerk be
authorized and directed to do all things
necessary to have said proposition ready for
presentation to the qualified voters of the
Village at said election.

Mayor Kuzon: Also I'd like a roll calion this, please •
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EXTRACT OF MINUTES

Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village

of Williamsville, in the County of Erie, New York

January 9, 1984

* * *
A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the

Village of Williamsville, in the County of Erie, New York, was

held at Village Hall, 5583 Main Street, Williamsville, New York,

on January 9,1984, at 7:35 o'clock _~M. (E.S.T.).

There were present: Hon. Gordon J. Kuzon, Mayor

and Trustees: Lawrence R. Brenton
Michael W. Kibby
Lawrence Law
V. James Saia

There were absent: None

Also present: Theresa L. Cummins, Village Clerk

Thomas V. Troy, Village Attorney

* * *
Trustee Brenton offered the following resolution

and moved its adoption:
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BOND AND CAPITAL NOTE RESOLUTION OF THE

VILLAGE OF WILLIAMSVILLE, NEW YORK, ADOPTED

JANUARY 9, 1984, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION

OF APPROXIMATELY 9 ACRES OF LAND, FOR GENERAL

VILLAGE PURPOSES, WITHIN SAID VILLAGE, STATING

THE ESTIMATED MAXIMUM COST THEREOF IS $85,000,

APPROPRIATING SAID AMOUNT THEREFOR, AND

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $4,250 CAPITAL

NOTES TO PROVIDE THE REQUIRED DOWN PAYMENT,

AND $80,750 SERIAL BONDS OF SAID VILLAGE TO

FINANCE THE BALANCE SAID APPROPRIATION.

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF WILLIAMSVILLE,

IN THE COUNTY OF ERIE, NEW YORK, HEREBY RESOLVES (by the

4Ia favorable vote of not less than two-thirds of all the members of

•
''': ~'.-- .'

said Board) AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The Village of Williamsville, in the County

of Erie, New York (herein called "Village"), is hereby authorized

to acquire approximately 9 acres of former Conrail Railroad

property, for general Village purposes, within the Village. The

estimated maximum cost of said specific object or purpose,

including preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and the

financing thereof, is $85,000 and said amount is hereby

appropriated therefor. The plan of financing includes the

issuance of $4,250 current funds to provide the required down

payment and $80,750 serial bonds of the Village to finance the

balance of said appropriation, and the levy and collection of
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taxes on all the taxable real property in the Village to pay the

principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the same

shall become due and payable.

Section 2. Capital notes in the amount of $4,250 to

provide the required down payment and serial bonds of the Village

in the principal amount of $80,750 are hereby authorized to be

issued pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law,

constituting Chapter 33-a of the Consolidated Laws of the State

of New York (herein called "Law"), to finance the balance of said

appropriation not provided by said capital notes.

Section 3. The follo~ing additional matters.are hereby

determined and declared:
(a) The period of probable usefulness of said specific

object or purpose for which said $80,750 serial bonds authorized

pursuant to this resolution are to be issued, within the

limitations of Section 11.00 a. 21 of the Law, is thirty (30)

years.
(b) Current funds are required by the Law to be

provided prior to the issuance of the bonds authorized by this

resolution or any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation

thereof and such capital notes in the amount of $4,250 will be

provided from the proceeds of the $4,250 capital notes herein

authorized and the Village Treasurer is hereby authorized and

directed to set aside the proceeds of the sale of said capital

notes and to apply same solely to said specific object or purpose

herein described.
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authorized by this resolution and of any notes issued in

anticipation of the sale of said bonds, may be contested only if:

(a) such obligations are authorized for an object or
purpose for which the Village is not authorized to
expend money, or

(b) the provisions of law which should be complied with
at the date of the publication of such resolution
are not substantially complied with, and an action,
suit or proceeding contesting such validity, is
commenced within twenty days after the date of such
publication, or

(c) such obligations are authorized in violation of the
provisions of the constitution.

Section 7. A proposition for the approval or

disapproval of this resolution shall be submitted to the

qualified voters of the Village at the Annual Village Election to

be held on March 20, 1984, and this resolution shall take effect

upon approval of the Proposition by said voters at that

referendum vote.

* * *
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Trustee

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by
Kibby

which resulted as follows:

AYES: 5

NOES: 0

and duly put to a vote on roll call,

The resolution was declared adopted.

Trustee Brenton

moved its adoption:

************

offered the following resolution and

.'
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RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF WILLIAMSVILLE, NEW YORK,

ADOPTED JANUARY 9, 1984, PROVIDING FOR SUBMISSION OF A

PROPOSITION AT THE ANNUAL VILLAGE ELECTION TO BE HELD ON

MARCH 20, 1984, TO APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE THE BOND

RESOLUTION HERETOFORE ADOPTED ON JANUARY 9, 1984.

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF

WILLIAMSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF ERIE, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Village Clerk is hereby authorized and

directed to include in the Notice of Annual Village Election to

be ~eld on March 20, 1984, notice that the Board of Trustees will

submit at the said Annual Village Election for the approval by

the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of

said Village voting hereon, the Proposition therein set forth .

Section 2. At the said Annual Village Election, the

vote upon said Proposition shall be by voting machine pursuant to

the provisions of the Village Law and the only persons qualified

to vote upon the said Proposition shall be persons who are

qualified to vote at a Village election according to law.

Section 3. Said notice of submission of the Proposition

to be included in the Notice of Annual Village Election shall be

in substantially the following form:



, ," ....,
(... ,)

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that pursuant to the
I['~• resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees on January 9, 1984,

there will be submitted for the approval or disapproval of the

qualified voters of the Village a~ said Annual Village Election,

the following Proposition:
PROPOSITION

SHALL the Bond and Capital Note Resolution entitled:
"Bond and Capital Note Resolution of the Village of
Williamsville, New York, adopted January 9, 1984,
authorizing the acquisition of approximately 9 acres of
land, for general village purposes, within said Village,
stating the estimated maximum cost thereof is $85,000,
appropriating said amount therefor, and authorizing the
issuance of $4,250 capital notes to provide the required
down payment, and $80,750 serial bonds of said Village
to finance the balance of said appropriation,"

an abstract of which resolution, concisely stating the purpose

and effect thereof, is as follows:
FIRST: AUTHORIZING the acquisition of approximately 9

acres of former Conrail Railroad property, for general Village
purposes, within said Village; and STATING the estimated maximum
cost of said specific object or purpose, including preliminary
costs and costs incidental thereto and the financing thereof, is
$85,000; APPROPRIATING said amount therefor; STATING the plan of
financing is the issuance of $4,250 current funds to provide the
required down payment, and $80,750 serial bonds of the Village to
finance the balance of said appropriation, and the levy of a tax
upon all the taxable real property within the Village to pay the
principal of said bonds and interest thereon;

SECOND: AUTHORIZING the issuance of $4,250 capital
notes to provide the required down payment and $80,750 serial
bonds of the Village pursuant to the Local Finance Law of the
State of New York (the "Law") to finance the balance of said
appropriation not provided by said capital notes;

THIRD: DETERMINING and STATING the period of probable
usefulness of the specific object or purpose is thirty (30)
years; that capital notes are required by the Law and will be
provided from the proceeds of the $4,250 capital notes herein
authorized; and DIRECTING the Village Treasurer to set aside the
proceeds of the sale of said capital notes and apply the same
solely to the said specific object or purpose;

•
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FOURTH: DETERMINING that said notes and bonds and any
bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of said bonds and
the renewals of said notes shall be general obligations of the
Village and PLEDGING to their payment the faith and credit of the
Village;

FIFTH: DELEGATING to the Village Treasurer the powers
and duties as to the issuance of said notes and bonds and any
bond.anticipation notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, or
the renewals thereof; and

SIXTH: DETERMINING' that a proposition for the approval or
disapproval,:ofthis resolution shall be submitted to the qualified voters of
the Village at the Annual Village Election, and this res'olution shall take'
effect upon approval of the Proposition 'by said·voters at that referendum vote.

DATED: January 9, 1984 Theresa L. Cummins
Village Clerk



Section 7. This resolution shall take effect

~ immediately.

.'

'.

* * *
The adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by

Trustee Kibby and duly put to a vote on roll call, which

resulted as follows:

AYES: 5

NOES: 0

The resolution was declared unanimously adopted.

********
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General - No Veto
12/1/69 (3M)

CERTIFICATE

I, THERESA L. CUMMINS, Village Clerk of the Village of

Williamsville, in the County of Erie, State of New York, HEREBY

CERTIFY that the foregoing annexed extract from the minutes of a

, meeting of the Board of Trustees of said Village of Williamsville

duly called and held on January 9, 1984, has been compared by me

with the original minutes as officially recorded in my office in

the Minute Book of said Board of Trustees and is a true, complete

and correct copy thereof and of the whole of said original

minutes so far as the same relate to the subject matters referred

to in said extract.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and

affixed the corporate seal of said

thiS"<~Village of Williamsville

day of ~, 1984.

~y~
Village Clerk
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Vote on Roll Call: Trustee Kibby - YesTrustee Saia - I've got a few comments to make
on it. When this was first presented tonight I was against it for
a couple of reasons. One reason is I think we're setting a precedent
in authorizing a referendum and agreeing to it at this time. The
second thing is that I've always thought that we should have informational
meetings to inform the public of what it is we were trying to do,
or what we're trying to get done in the Village so that it would not
cause any friction between the yeses and the noes in the Village. The
people that want it an~ the people that don't want it. The people
that would want it would have a rea'Slonto want it. The people that
don't want it would have a reason not to want it. All we're doing
here is saying to the people go to the polls and spend $85,000 or not
spend $85,000. That's about all we're doing here with this referendum,
with this notice of referendum. Now thinking on the plus side
because the time is short and we will not give anybody a reason, or
if you wanted to have a permissive referendum it would cost the Village
quite a bit of money to hold it after the election because I/ldon't
think you'd have enough time to do it before the election., So the
cost that was involved there was, has some bearing on my vote on
this. Also, I would like the Mayor to start a committee almost
immediately of the residents of this Village to corne up with some
suggestions or recommendations to the Board how to use this property
in the immediate:!;future,possibly before the March election. ,And with
that said I vote yes on this.

Trustee Law -0 - Yes
Trustee Brenton ..Yes
Mayor Kuzon - Before I vote I'd like to make

a couple of comments. First of all, I.hope that all.of you see that
this resolution is certainly the keystone to the other resolutions
that Trustee Brenton has passed this evening. To my mind they are
required by law and they're procedural and in supporting them I'm
supporting the procedure to go to a bond resolution and referendum
and, of course, I support the resolution before us this evening that
calls for a pUblic referendum on this. I have no qualms about that.
In fact, I feel that this is the only way to go. We're looking at
an exp~nditure of $85,000 Which to my ~~nd is basically an optional
expenditure. It's,a luxury. And I think it's only right that the
Village residents, the voters, have an opportunity to vote and to
tell the Board whether they would like to see their tax rate affected
by some $.25 to $.50 over the next 40 y~ars for the purpose of purchasing
the property. I,think it's also a proper move in the sense that this
will give the community an ~",opportunityto air the different positions
on the use of this property and I feel confident that this is the
proper way to go, in fact I think it's the only way in which I can
support the purchase of this property if the public has had the
opportunity to affirm or disapprove the total concept. So I would
vote yes.

CONRAIl
BOND

RESOLUTION

Nes - 5; Noes - O.
~/ .

Unanimously carried.
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4It Mayor Kuzon: Anything else?
Trustee Brenton: That's all. Thank you.
Mayor Kuzon: Okay. Next is Trustee Kibby.
Trustee Kibby: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. I have one thing in my
report this evening. After numerous phone calls, polite letters
and some other kinds of letters, we finally received the plans last
Friday - Mr. Weller's going to be glad to hear this - for the
renovations of the upstairs of the Meeting House. So I'll be
getting together with the Historical Society and the D.P.W. head
and others shortly to get that underway. I got those ..plans last
Thursday or Friday. That's the end of my report.
Mayor Kuzon: Thank you.
Trustee Saia: Mr. Kibby, can I talk to you with Gart Weller on that
plan,J~from the architect before the weekend'/ There might be something
cooking.
Trustee Kibby: Sure.
Trustee Saia: Gart?

• Mr. Weller: Sure •
Mayor Kuzon: Next is Trustee Law.

. -Trustee Law: Iid like to report that I went to the swim class as
liaison to the.Senior Citizens, in that capacity I went over to the
sWimming. Another activity I went to was the exercise program and
I joined in. Maybe.it was more than a fellow my age should have
been doing, I don't.,\know,but I did it anyway.
I have one resolution and that deals with the light to be installed
on Pine Acres. Awhile back the survey was made that this light was
needed, the request was made. So I'd like to move the following:
ON MOTION by Trustee Law, seconded by Trustee Saia, the following
resolution was adopted: AUTHORIZATION

RESOLVED that Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation
is hereby authorized to install one light on
Pine Acres Court.

Niagara Mohawl
install light

on Pine Acres Ct.

Unanimously carried.
Thank you.

• Mayor Kuzon: Thank you. Next is Trustee Saia •
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Trustee Saia: For my report tonight, first of all I'd like to state
that this coming Sunday at Glen Park the Williamsville Youth and
Recreation Board will have their Second Annual Winterfest, andyall the
residents here are invited to do some cross-country skiing, join us
in a cup of hot chocolate, and maybe a doughnut. If you don't ~Ki
we hope to have the ice skating pond, in fact after looking at it
today I think we will have ice skating in the very near future before
the Winterfest and if anybody wants to use it just go down and enjoy
yourself. It's kind of tough in the evening. There is some light
down there., If you'd like to go down there and,use it we put a
lot of effort.in that down there. You're welcome to use it. I know
that a newspaper reporter here uses it on her lunch break and maybe
I'll even try it. But don't forget - January 15th. It runs from
11:00 AM to 4:00 PM.weather permitting ,and it looks like we're going
to have some good weather and you could meet your neighbors and some
friends down there. Everybody's welcome.
The other thing'is I hope that the two frugal fellows are here. The
article in the~~per said something about bUilding some toilet facilities
at the Glen Park nature building instead of that being a costly
empty shell. On that part of the article thank you. I think that
after our last Glen Park Joint meeting - By the way, Glen Park is
owned jointly by the Village and the Town.. The Village really has
nothing to do with Glen Park as a sole unit.. We are in it jointly
with the Town of Amherst, and at the last Glen Park Joint meeting
one of our members stated that they would like to see toilets put in
there~ Now I've been trying for a year and a half to get them in
there and have been turned down for a year and a half. It looks
like in the next year there are going to be toilets in the nature
building down at Glen Park~ So to the two frugal fellows you won't
have to sit on those cold,gold outdoor toilets too long.
The other t&~ng is I'd like to make an apology to the people that
called me over that storm and the conditions of the streets. All I
have to say is it's not going to happen again. If I have to get out
there with my own shovel and shovel your streets,you're not going to
get the same conditions that you had over this last weekend. We've
got better equipment now, we're in the process of getting better
equipment and I want to say that I didn't resent your phone calls.
If you have a problem and I'm home I'll be glad to listen to you.
I know that some of you people out there called me and don't
hesitate to call me if you have a problem. I think you had a problem
that day and I'll be glad to hear your gripes and try to do something
about it and thank you for calling me. Thank you.
Mayor Kuzon: Thank you. Mr. Boudreau of the Department of Public
Works •.
Mr. Boudreau: I have no report this evening.
Mayor Kuzon: Thank you.
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ON MOTION by Trustee Kibby,seconded by Trustee Law~ it was moved to
suspend the rUles for.pUblic participation.
Unanimously carried. CONRAIL

PURCHASE
DISCUSSIONyour name and address for ourMayor Kuzon: We ask that you state

minutes, please. Mr. Gallagher.
Richard Gallagher, 38 Chalmers st.:
related to Conrail tha~ - One - How
other words, if people say.purchase
it, how binding is it?
Mayor Kuzon: Okay. Tom can answer that I think best in a legal way.

Gordon, I have some questions
binding will the vote be? In
that property or not purchase

. ,Mr. Troy: Yes. You must bear in mind that the vote is not purchase
the property or not purchase the property. That does not require a
referendum. The vote is will the taxpayers support increased taxation
in an effort to pay the cost~ or defray the cost of the acquisition
of this land. That's the only question on this referendum and that
if the taxpayers say no, the voters say no, we will not be taxed for
this, period, that's the end of it because the Village has no other
means to purchase it unless somebody wants to make a gift.
Mr. Gallagher: Is that essentially how it's going to be worded on
the ballot?
Mr. Troy: It will be worded on the ballot exactly~ or as close as
possible, as I think it was read here tonight.
Mayor Kuzon: .Yes. It says - !'Shallthe~~ebe approved and adopted
in the Village of Williamsville, New York, a bond and capital note
resolution adopted by the Village on January 9, 1984, authorizing the
acqUisition of approximately nine (9) ',acresof land, for general
Village purposes, within said Village, stating the estimated maximum
cost the~eof to be $85,000. " .And that will be the resolution that
will be on the ballot. Right, Tom?
Mr. Troy: That's right. You must remember we would have no right
to submit to a referendum the question of whether the land should
be purchased or not. That's a matter for the Trustees to decide,
and such a referendum would not only be imp~dper it would be illegal.

, .

Mayor Kuzon: But, excuse me, I think the bottom line of this is
that if the bond resolution is.defeated at the polls well then
obviously the Village doesn't have the funds to buy the property
so a defeat of the resolution to my mind is a defeat of purchasing
the property.
Mr. Gallagher: The resolution will do other things. Say the Howa®d
st.,or Howard st. water repair. 'It's $40,000. That was a resolution
that was approved. Right?
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~ Mayor Kuzon: Right.
Mr. Gallagher: And you could spend that money over 40 years. What's
the difference between that and this?
Mayor Kuzon: There's none to tell you the truth. Well there is and
there isn't. But there's none in the sense that the Board has the
option I believe - correct me, Tom, if I'm mistaken - the Board has
the option on any expenditure offfioney that involves bonding to
put it to a referendum. But in mapy cases we don't. CONRAIL

> DISCUSSION
Mr. Gallagher: But then if we say no, we don't accept it, then (Can't)
therefore, you cannot put that into a bond resolution.
Mayor Kuzon: That's right~ The Village does not have the money to
fund a.bond to.buy the property.
Mr. Gallagher: How much is the land currently assessed for?

~

Trustee Brenton: Ballpark •••
Mr. Gallagher: Specifically. Not ballpark.
Trustee Brenton:' I'm sorry. I don't have those records availabilie
at my fingertip~ .. The Clerk may have it in her memory but
specifically I can't answer that.
Mr. Gallagher: How much does Conrail pay for taxes to the Village
specifically.
Mayor Kuzon: Both of those answers. can be gotten from our assessment
rolls •.
Mr. Gallagher: What is the length of Conrail's lease with International
Chimney? Is it five years remaining? .
Mayor Kuzon: There's five years remaining on that lease. That's correct.
Mr. Gallagher: If the Village did purchase that property do we then
get stuck with that lease, the terms of that lease?
Mayor Kuzon: Tom, would you answer that?

~

Mr. Troy: Well, I don't know what you mean by being stuck. You mean
will we be expected to honor that lease? There are alternatives to
that, Dick. We can until that area's developed.I suppose that were
it developed in five years the lease would have expired and that would
be the end of it. The Village would have received the income from it
and would have applied it I suppose to development of the area or the
purchase price. TQe other alternative is if the Village felt it in
its immediate anq,necessary interest to begin condemnation proceedings.
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You can condemn personal property as well as real property and it would
involve probably getting the Village increased and additional expenses
because the lease~ or the condemnation would require the payment of
funds to the persons who have equitable interest in that lease. There's
a third alternative which is to work out an arrangement with the people
who are presently· parties ·to the lease and make accommodations with them
which would be the more equitable alterna~~~e.
Mr. Gallagher: What is the rental income that Conrail receives
from the three compan~es?
Clerk: $3~400 a year.
Mr. Gallagher: Total?
Clerk: Yes.

CONRAIL
.DISCUSSION

(Con't)

Mr. Gallagher: Who owns the depot? Does Conrail own it or does
International.Ch.imney?
Mayor Kuzon: Internation~~ Chimney.
Mr. Gallagher: ..Then if International Chimney owns the depot and
that issomethihg- this l1istoricalSociety r understand is interested
in as one of our-landmarks~ if we puy that property we would not
be buying the depot. Is that right?
Mayor Kuzon: That's right.
Trustee" Safa": .Dick~ may r say something here? This has c'omeup.
I have sonie reservations whether- I feel· that,'s,a historical part
of this Village". That's my f'eel"ll1g,on it·~my gut feeling~ and I
re.allyhave some reservations whether International Chimney really
in fact owns it. Now the lawyers that. own International Chimney
I'm sure would be most happy to keep this thing as a historical
Village monument •. In Tact~ I think they live in the Village~
I think we can work, something out with International Chimney~ that's
what I'm trying to say.
Mr. Gallagher: Are you also saying that"'you're not sure?
Trustee Saia: I'm not sure of What?
Mr. Gallagher: That International ¢~imney owns the depot.
Trustee Saia: No. I'm sure they do. I've been told that they do.
I've been told that International Ch~ney owns the depot.
Mr. Gallagher: Has anyone seen a document?
Mr. Troy: It-wouldn't De required~ Dick. A bill of sale would probably
be adequate ,as long as ttteyweren't selling the ground unde;r>neathit.
So that's a private matter •. Those types of documents~ or that type
of document would not necessarily be recorded.
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~Mr. Gallagher: And yet we're attempting to buy property, according
to this resolution, from Conrail, a piece of that would be International
Chimney's.
Mr. Troy: We inquired of Conrail and they specifically exclude the
depot. They indicated the depot was not part of the contract. It had
previously been disposed of. So I suppose the answer would be that
the present owners if we bought the land would have to cremove the
depot, or sell it to the Village, or to whomever else was interested.
The land wbuld belon~ to the Village and they would have to get it
off Village property.
Mr. Gallagher: Or they could possibly retain it. There's nothing
binding on them to sell the depot. CONRAIL, , DISCUSSION
Trustee Brenton: Well we would'own the property and af'ter five (Can't)
years it,would'hav~·to be'moved. I would like to comment on that
bef'ore you leave it~ Dick, and that is that I have asked'Chairman
Weller of our Historical'Society to contact Mr. Lohr, Sr. brJr ....
I believe r'recognize Mr. Lohr, Jr. in the audience here tonight -
and to perhaps start neg6tiatibns in the event we do in fact acquire
the property, to some way preserve that bUilding fbr the" future
and so'that T don"t'know if Cha.'irmanWeller' has been able to'initiate
that'action but itrriight"be premature" but nonetheless, I think that
things of that nature should'be started early enough so that We're not
caught surprised'when'we do come to a point where we mayor may not
purchase the property.
Mr. Gallagher: Just alast~lhing," which is in Gordon's pre'sentation
of the '83-'84 budget he indicated~ and I quote -liThe changing
economyand'soaririg costs have increased. the responsibility of Village
officials to demonstrate resourcefulness in addressing the economic
realities we all face. The government must provide essential services
in the best, m~st efficient and cost effective manner." In that
'83-'84 budget from what I underst'and, this Village Board, adopted
a tight budget that took most of'the fat, orall of the f'at out
of it, consolidated pos:i:tionsand at the '$ame time in doing that the
tax rate went up. We also did hot purchase snowplows, we reconditioned
snowplows, for which we might be paying the price right now. For our
taxes, or at least mine, all I expect are some essential services
such as ga~bagecollection, snowplowing, leaf c~llection, f'ire
protection, being able to use a toilet at Glen ark, etc. The po~nt
is that during' the past couple of'weeks this Village, at least going
through it, the image and credibility has gone down. People were
laughing at'us for streets condition, the fact that there was garbage
outside my place for eight days, the fact that leaves have not been
picked up and are destroying property and we're saying What the hell
is going on. There's only two things can happen'; One is from a
management perspective and then tied into that is fiscal. Management
I'm not going to get into because that's not what we're here to discuss.
What we're here to discuss is the fiscal. You adopted a good solid
budget as tight as possible but you could not get a lot of things that
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this Village needs. When you take into consideration that this CONRAIL
$85,000 is going to add to our debt, and then you look at the debt
service expense allocated for the '83-'84 bUdget along with the total
debt service, long term, in both the Water Fund, in both the General
Fund and not considering the $136,000 deficit in the Water Fund, not
considering the $24,000 that hasn't been bonded yet for the Sewer
Fund, not considering the $52,000 for the Mill St. project, do you
have this impact down, you're approaching approximately $840,000
of this Village going in debt and I guess the question I·have to
raise is when you review the budget that you have this year there's
no fat. The Water Fund's going to get worse. The Sewer, the debt's
going to get worse and the General Fund is just ~king it too. Senior
Citizens have received another tax exemption and rightly so. But the
fact of life is,sp~eone is going to have to pick up the burden or
we go deeper and geeper inrebt and at some point in time we will pay
the price, whether it be now or our kids,Obut at some point in time.
I'm really concerned that this is not the best, efficient way to manage
a Village. I do not believe that this Board should have made a
decision to adopt a bond resolution when (1) they do not know how
much the land is assessed for and how much taxes we're going to lose,
which is going to increase the other amount of money that the Village
is going to have to come up with and I just don't think that this is -
politically this is an excellent decision because you don't have to
make a decision, the people do. So when you look at it from a
management perspective I really think that that $85,000~loUld pay
for the f'1rre(:ha;I.I:~tito'c,btil9:apaYof!ol?the toilets, it could pay for a
lot of other stuff rather than parks. That's just my comment,as a
citizen and I a'ppreciate your listening to me. DISCUSSION

(Con't)
Trustee Brenton: If Mr. Lohr could wait just one second I'd like
to respond to just a couple of the issues that Mr. Gallagher arose
here and in particular, the water fund is getting worse. Well that's
contrary to the facts. In fact, the water situation in this Village'
approximately when I took office was deplorable and now we're at the
point where the water fund, the water department is actually in the
black, where we are paying our way, and this is resultant from
getting our loss down to approximately 24%. But I do understand
that that is aberrated by a leak that we haven't found in the last
couple of days. How~ver, our'record for the last year is approximately
24% and that has been th~ough the concerted efforts of the Department
of Public Works, and in particular the one employee that we have
allocated to that area, water, Mr. Dehn, and I think that we've
done a fine job there. The Se:wer Fund - well I don't know, the
sewer fund is fiscally very, very sound. We will incur some debt
when we arrive at What our total expenditure I believe resultant
from our sewer rehab will be. But we can do that. We are partially
funded for that. As I mentioned to you earlier we are awaiting
approval of our Phase 2 and Phase 3 and we will incur a certain
portion of debt but we are cleaning up our sewers. We are on top
of our water. We have, as a Board, acted responsibly and we have
acted fiscally well in my mind through our actions. So that, you
know, I take issue with that. The General Fund you say that we have
the status quo. Well I don't know if we have a status quo or not, but
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• We do have the second lowest tax rate in the County of Erie. That
is lOW, of villages that is, and if that status quo is a detriment
then I just wonder where the other villages are that are much higher.
than that. But we fiscally strive as a Board here to present a
reasonable tax cost to the villagers which we will be instituting
within another couple of weeks through our budgetary procedures, which
will take ,several months. We try and anticipate exactly what our
expenses will be on a realistic basis. CONRAIL

•

Now taxes lost resultant from the sale of the Conrail property. Now
I can tell you this, but you won't accept it because you don't want
ballpark figures, but I would say just off the top of my head that
we would proQably lose $500 give or take in real estate taxes for
that property. Now if you feel that's of great concern by acquiring
that property that we're going to lose that $500 then I wonder where
your values are because we will be gaining $3,400 a year in rent.
So that the rents that we will gain from the leases will far out-
weigh our tax loss and I must point out to you, and I have to do
this again ballpark, that the property as taxes up to this date is
based on the rails. The rails are gone so that they can come back
into us,and I assure ~ou they will if we don't purchase the property,
and ask for a significant reduction in their assessed valuat~on, which
is probably in the area of $15,000, slightly less than the valuation
of my house which I think is some parallel and so that, therefore,
they will be coming in for a reduction in their very low taxes today.
So those issues I do feel I had to comment on and to Wit, in particular,
to enlighten people in this room and perhaps anybody else in the
community that will hear my side of the story. DISCUSSION

(Con 0 t)Yes, Mr. Gallagher.Mayor Kuz on :
Mr. Gallg'gher: One point :for Larry is that when you we rel,:talking
during this last year and a half, you're on record saying that if those
leases could not be broken you did not want this Village to g~t into
real estate. Quote, unquote. And if,that's the case of public recor~
in the mlnutes, so that this is contrary, or your dec1}sion is contrary
to what my understanding your opinion was.
Trustee Brenton: That's right, and I basically go on record ·as
saying that in my mind without in any way slanting the issue here,
I frankly don't think that the Village should take title, I think
the Village should take title to the entire piece of property and I
think that we should sell it to the highest bidder, portions of it
to recoup the cost of it, which would make quite frankly, the argument
very moot if we could do that and if the Village Board would back
me on that particular method.
Trustee Saia: Dick, can I ask you one question? You made a
statement that, about turning this into parks. Tell me something.
Are you against this being turned into a park?

• Mr. Gallagher: I am against the expenditure.
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Trustee Saia: Okay. Are you against turfiing this into a park?
Because I'll tell you why I'm asking. I am not for a park, but· I'm
not against it and I think that you and the rest of these residents
in this community should determine what this should be turned into.
That's my opinion. But I think •••
Mr. Gallagher: You could ha®e a dart board. You could say build
a park, a bike trail, you know, commercial development. But the
point of it'is look at the record. Look at the fiscal. Sure we
might have the seco~d lowest tax rate but do we 'also have the
second lowest debt service rate.
Trustee Saia: Dick,I am going on the other end of the s~ale. See
I'm going out# but I'm thinking of the youngsters coming in. Now
your children might have a use @or that property, or some of it, and
the younger generation might have a need for that and I think it
behooves us to look ahead, not to tomorrow or next month but a
couple of years down the line. Now whether it be used for recreation,
whether it be used for condominiums or business, or whatever; the
residents of this community express their wishes for it I think
this Board will consider their recommendations.
Mr. Gallagher: My last question. If someone, if this is •••

CONRAIL
DISCUSSION

(Con't)

Trustee Kibby: Before we answer a question I'd like to hear the answer,
to the question that was put to you.
Mr. Gallagher: Do I want to see that as a park?
Trustee Kibby: Do you want to see us purchase the property and do
you want to see it used as a park?
Mr. Gallagher: Not purchase the property and •••
Trustee Kibby: It's moot obviously if you don't want to buy the
property.
Mr. Gallagher: That's right.
Trustee Kibby: Now you have a chance to vote on it. I'm sorry, I'm
almost sorry that I voted for this resolution because my own feeling
was just go ahead and buy the property but I really doubt •••
Mr. Gallagher: You're on record in the minutes as saying half of
that property no one wants. Okay. Quote, unquote. So the point
of it is is that I made a statement as'a citizen. You can indicate
as you did at the last meeting that you could have done it in the
back room, that legally you weren't required to do anything out front
of the people. It could be done in executive session. The point
is that this Village does not need to spend $85,000 to purchase that
property for a park •
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Trustee Kibby: Now you'll have your right to exercise that
Okay. Last question.

opinion.
CONRAIL

DISCUSSION
{Con't}

, .
Mr. Gallagher:
Audience: No.
Mayor Kuzon: Everybody's going to have their fair share of timehere.
Mr. Gallagher: If it is approved, who then determines what shouldbe done with it '1

Mayor Kuzon: Then as Mr. Saia suggested it will be into the
committees, which will study the idea with input from the Village
Board, but the final decision as to use of the property rests with
the millage Board. One thing I'd just like to add, Dick. You made
reference to the debt and in checking with our Clerk who is our
fiscal officer, I found that the Village is up to 13% of their
constitutional de-bt limit. Now that excludes water, which is a
legally excludable item. However, it does include our general
fund and our, what is now our sewer ,fund. Up until a few years
ago sewer was included in general fund. So that 13% represents
general"fund and sewer. Sewer and water are now excludable itEmS
from our debt limit. But at this time we're 13% of our
constitutional debt limit. Okay. Mr. Lohr your hand was up first •
Richard Lohr, Preside~t, International Chimney, 55 S. Long St.:
A couple of questions have been raised, and ye~ we do have title
to the station and the shed behind it. I have a bill of sale from
Conrail. Yes, we do have a lease. It doesn't have a cancellation
clause in it and it is good up until '89. Yes,we are interested
in owning the property. We previously contacted the Village and
the Board both by letter and in person. We are on record as considering
$40,000 a fair offer for approximately 2l;acres of the property. We
would be willing to participate with the.Village in the purchase' of
the property if they so desire. I'm not sure.w~ ~nt to pay $40,000
if it was auctioned off later. As far as -u~~/,?f the~~tlon ~es.; ~--~J
twice we've saved the station from the wrecking ball. I was out -
of Town on Thanksgiving and I was called ':~tConrail had let a contract
to wreck the station. When the demolition contractor showed on the
site we parked our trucks around it, took the keys out and went home.
The following week we began negotiating with Conrail to buy the
building. The reason they tried to demolish was because of a television
story that said it was an eyesore and problem to the Village.
That is why we bought the building. It was leased to us at that point.
We also bought the shed behind it. Are we interested in historical
preservation? The answer is certainly. We wouldn't have put a new
roof on it, put a new chimney on it if we were'n't. We wouldn't have
boarded the bUilding up, we wouldn't have nailed it shut,'we wouldn't
have been maintaining it. It would have been easier to let the
building go and collect the insurance on it. Obviously, we're interested •
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You may be upset at the way it looks, and maybe a lot of people
are upset at the way it looks except we've put about $8,000 into
it already just to maintain it and keep it available. I can't
and won't go further with restoration or renovation of the building
until I'm sure we're going to have title to the land under it. It
would be very foolish to do that. The station belongs to us and
the land belongs to Conrail. The Village has a right to buy the
land before we have a right to.buy the land. The State of New York
had the first right of refusal, the Town of Amherst the second right
of refusal and now it's down to the Village. I have all the files
and records with me. Originally, the Village felt our offer of
$40,000 was much too low. I don I t know if they still fe:elthat way
as they've been negotiating with Conrail •. I'll go on record as making
that offer to participate with the Village depending on how it comes
out. I'll also go on record as guaranteeing, and do it in writing,
to renovate and restore the station if I do receive title to the
property. I'll also go on record as allowing enough room t.e:>__
have a bike path through the back side of <the li-ne away from_ o'br
present property so it would connect all tlie-rea'r-property if the
property comes into our hands. I'ye heard some comments from
neighbors - we try to be good neighbors - on Long st. It used to
be a lumber operation in our building. Certainly the traffic, the
retail operation there, the activity around there is much less than
when it was a lumber company. We are interested in any complaints
that anybody has relative to our operation. I am interested in
hearing complaints relative to our maintenance of the property,
or the station, or the shed. We resided the shed twice. It's been
broken into by vandals twice and we've closed it up twice. We've
spent a lot of money over there on the property we don't own. I guess
I'm really here to say we'd like to participate. We don't really-
want to get into competing with the Village for the land. We thought

'~Vt~had wli~~w~ _got_this~letter. back-'fl:~~';~e~viil~;'e- abo~t our-,'~fie~-~~t-~ih~~~~~~
and not being able to accept it. -- CONRAIL DISCUSSION

(Con't)We are good neighbors and will stay that way. Also, I notice the
Village came up with a master plan and they've got all our property
lWsted under green park. Before we put any more money into our
buildings over there we'd like to know what the Village's intentions
are for that land. I heard tonight that yes we can use condemnation
proceedings if necessary. If that's coming please let us know. We'll
start looking other places. Keep in mind that other people are a
little upset about what we may be doing over there. We're open to your
suggestions.
Lady in audience: Can you tell us what your mastep!.plan is
for S. Long St. You've been b~~ing land all up and down the street.
What is your plan for 10, 15 years from now? You purchased two
houses. You knocked one down and it took you six months to knock
that house down.
Mr. Lohr: We.purchased five houses.
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Lady in audience: Okay. Are you going to make one parking lot out
of S. Long St2 What are you going to do with this land if you get it?
Mayor Kuzon: Maybe~those are important questions and certainly are
relevant to the neighbors and citizens of Long St. and Union Rd.
But p~rhaps they can be better addressed in a smaller forum. CONRAIL

DISCUSSION
Mr. Lohr: I'm available to anyone who'd like to talk about what
we plan. I'd much rather talk to people in person than talk to
television reporters. We've never refused to see anyone~ we've
never refused a request from the Village~ we invite fire inspections,
we call up for them. We cooperate every way we can. We've never
refused help to the Village. Tell us what you want. As far as
the neighbors in the area go, if you've got complaints come to us
directly and talk to us. WeIll work on it. Relative to the other
issue of this land~ we are very interested. We've kind of been
sitting tight waiting to hear from you~ ~he Board~ as to where you
think we could participate. I've heard the word auction tonight.
I can't run my business this way. I'd like to know where we stand
as a company and taxpayers and if we should be looking elsewhere.

(Con't)

Mayor Kuzon: Okay. At this point I think that where the Board
is at is that we are now waiting for the outcome of the referendum
which we adopted earlier this evening regarding the bond issue
and an affirmative vote on that would then be the first step in any
discussion between your fir.rnand the Village regarding the sale. So
at this point it's~ you know~ our earlier motion put it up to the
voters to decide if the Village should purchase this property or
not.
Mr. Lohr: Wouldn't it be better maybe if the Bondc"we:re,';withdrawn
and we~ all the inter~sted parties, all went to th~ bonrail together
and it would lower the cost considerably to the Village and maybe
still achieve all objectives. That's what we were trying to propose
a year ago. We never heard it discussed.
Trustee Brenton: Well your proposal of approximately less than a
year ago was submitted, your letter was provided to the Village
Board and at this time you were informed that the Village Board
was only interested in what value your firm placed on the prop'ert(Y,i
as infor.rnationonly. And that's the way the letter was written. It
also was stated in there that the Village Board was not interested
in selling the property at this time. How could we when we don't
own it. And that we felt that the offer was too low. That was
the opinion of the Board of Trustees as it was then constituted and
that was related to you. Now as to any joint effort on the part of
the Village and any other firm to acquire the property I think
we would be beyond ,that stage because we have arrived at successful
negotiations with the rail corporation as to the purchase price. In
fact~ we have been accepted~ our offer has been accepted. So that
to regpen that I'm sure the corporation would get extremely hyper
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because their feeling is that they are losing interest on the
dollar value of the property and they want to get out of the property
to begin with and have wished to do that for the past three years since
the line was abandoned. CONRAIL
Mr. Lohr: Would it be legally -wrong for you to go in with a couple
of different checks to pay for this property? In other words, sign
an agreement with you buying it. From a business standpoint I've
always believed that the best business transactions were the ones
that satisfied all parties, and no one got hurt, and that may save
a lot of confusion for you and a lot of confusion for us. DISCUSSION
Trustee Saia: I like some of the t~~ngs you're saying, but I honestly
think the Mayor has now consented to appoint a committee to look (C 't)
in - we still have, no matter what you and I think as individuals, on
and I'm not speaking for the rest of the Board, no matter what you
and I think I still think that there are people in this Village
that have a say so what we do for that property. I'm going to
base my decision on purchasing that property on the people that
I talk to in this Village not what you offer. I think you should
talk with the committee comprised of people in different parties
in the Village and also I like the way you're talking but I'll
tell you I've never talked to you before. I don't know what you're
talking about offers because I've heard rumors upon rumors, but I •••
Mr. Lohr: The closed door session the Amherst Bee alluded to was a
luncheon meeting at the White House which lasted for 45 minutes in view
of the whole world. That was ridiculous. The follow-up to that
meeting was the letter that was sent making. the offer. That was

.it. We were totally wide open.
to sit and talk to you. I don't
I'd p~~sonal1y like to sit and talk
have a committee and they are the

Trustee Saia: I'd personally like
know about the rest of the Board.
to you. I will say we're going to
people that you should talk to.
Mr. Lohr: I really think you should make your dissenters aware on this
resolution. I think you should make them aware that if you don't buy
it it then goes to the general pUblic. I don't think they're aware
of it. ·I think there have got to be some compromises and I think
many of those can be worked out prior to the sale rather than after
a sale if you're going to spend another three years and we have
another five years until our lease is up with the station still
dilapidated, hanging there like it is now. We're going to - let's
get together on this thing, let's get it settled. I'll be glad
to put it in writing as far as restoring the station. That'll make
the people who want the station happy. Of if you want us to take
it down we'll take it down. But I think reasonable men can make
reasonable decisions and we've been practically sitting tight. I've
got a f.ile" this thick on that property. We're not trying to steal
it from anyone. We're not trying to do anything •
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Trustee Saia: Well-I'm' gbin~ to be interested in finding out.
There are a lot ofg)ther people with their hands up. Let's find
out what their opinion is of this. CONRAIL

DISCUSSIONMayor Kuzon: Okay. Mr. Hill. (Con't)

Richard Hill, 18 Brookside Drive: Now on this resolution, is it
do we want to spend $85,000" or not 'l Right?
Mayor Kuzon: That's right. That's what we legally can say.
Mr. Hill: All right. Suppose the vote is yes.
Mayor Kuzon: Then the vote is affirmative for the bond resolution.
Mr. Hill:' That's not deciding what the property can be used for.
Mayor'Kuzon: As I said, the ultimate decision then rests with the
Village Board.
Mr. Hill: Right. Well you're almost inViting a no vote then
on the $85,000 when you say that, because I'm not voting for the
$85,000 I'm voting for what I want to use.that property for. You're
telling me I can vote for it.but I can't have a say on what it's
going to be.used for. Yorir resolution's all wet.

• Mayor Kuzon: No it's not all wet and essentially that's what it
legally has to be. You know, practically the way things work
the Village Board always accepts the input from its citizen committeesand its citiz'ens"and if in fact the vote ,isj~a:ffi·rma tiv;e ,;~-t:h~n, )~~-rt~iLnly
the Board would listen to the public as to ,what the majority would
want regarding the use of that property and I'm'not saying'the
Board is going :toturn a deaf ear to the public, not by any means.
But what I am saying is that by our elected positions and the law
the Ultimate, you know, responsibility is ours. That's what I'm
~aying.
Mr.Hill: You're saying if you get the $85,000 you decide what to
do with the property. That doesn't give the people a chance to
come back with a permissive referendum saying we want the property
used for this. This way we give you the right to buy it. We
haven't got a goll darn word. So far negotiations for that property
have been kind of kept in the backyard. I figure half the people
tonight don't even know what's up.
Mayor Kuzon: No. I'm not sure I understand everything that you're
saying. But the one thing that I do hear and the one statement that
I will make is that by the Board making a motion to put this to
referendum is giving the people the loudest voice they could
possibly have in the use, or in the purpose of this property and
that's the most immediate issue.
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~ Mr. Hill: Not the use, just the purchase.
Mayor Kuzon: Do you want to spend $85,000 and affect your tax rate
for the purchase' of this property. ,.Tome that's the most immediate
issue in my mind.
Mr. Hill: I don't want to spend $85,000 for that property if it's
going to be ,turned around and sold to industrial use or some other
property owner, or reason. I want to know what it's going to
be used for before I pay $85,000. What you're telling me we buy it,
take a pig in a poke, and"buy it... CONRAIL
Mayor Kuzon: It says 'for general Village purposes.
purposes at this time. Yes, Mr. Sweeney.

General Village
DISCUSSION

Richard SWeeney~ 325 Mill st.: I'd like to clarify that one specific
point, that the way the resol~tibn is worded is that the bond issue
would be for purchase'of the property for general use, which should
that bona resolution pass it would preclude the Village Board from
turning around and selling off a part of that property for non-general
use. (Con't)

Mayor Kuzon: I - the way it has been legally explained to me, I would
say no,. That by general Village purposes - correct me if I'm wrong
Tom - by,geheralVillage,purposes it means that if the Board does

~ decide to seilila portion it may.
Mr. Troy: Yes.
Mr. Sweeney: I would agree with that from my own understanding. I
would also like to clarify, you can sell it if the bond resolution.
passes. If the bond resolution does not pass that would not prevent
you from working an agreement with anyone to purchase the pro~erty
as a joint venture, the Village spending something less than $85,000
since the Village Trustees have already indicated they have that
auth.ority without the resolution.
Trustee Kibby: Well are you trying to say that if this referendum
is defeated that we still have the right to purchase the property?
Mr. Sweeney: I would think so.
Trustee Kibby: That's what you're saying?
Mr. Swe~ney: That's what I'm asking~

~

Trustee Kibby: Well) I guess for this particular Trustee it doesn't
matter whether we have the right or not because I COUldn't from my
own structure of how I ~ook at life. This simply is not a reasonable
thing to do, to ask the voters to give you their vote in a referendum
and then turn around and do whatever you darn well please~
Mr. Sweeney: Basically, it's a money issue that you're presenting to
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the voters. $85,000 is the only ~pecific~ The use of that property
is not specific. People don't want to spend,$85,000. Maybe they're
willing to spend $40,000 and let someone else..make up the difference.
Trustee Kibby: Possibly. But the referendum does say $85,000 for the
purchase, of that approximately nine acres for general purposes.
Mr. Sweeney:. With the understanding that I have now the general
purposes being pretty much open to the future wishes of the Trustees.
I think I would agree with the previous speaker that I'm not. in
favor of that kind of resolution. My initial impression was
to applaud the Board for presenting this potential large expenditure
to the Village residents for a r&ferendum but since that referendum
does not bind you to do anyth±Bg specific with the property it's a
meaningless choice. CONRAIL

Trustee Kibby: So you're applauding if it had been, if it had bound
us to purchase it for the use of a park. DISCUSSION

Mr~ Sweeney:' For general Village use. A park, new fire hall, new
civic center, new Village 'function, but to aSK me to authorize you
to spend $85,000 so that you can turn around and play'realestate agent
and sell 'off-this, I'm not interested in, you know, that kind of a
business. So again, I'm simply saying I'm disappointed in the wording
of that resolution.. (Con't)

T~ustee Lai~-' rdon1t, I think-ybut 6riticisfu is'Well- founded. How-
ever, had'the' resolution read particularly for one specific thing
oranothera6d it'~ould have-~assed-then it"wb~ldhave' to' be
used in that particular manner. By using the wordlhggeneral Village
p~rposesthi~ allows'more flexibility and I think It -was the-
Board'Jisiritention"t6, if this law passes, to form a cominlttee and
receive input after: It just isn't what one person necessarily
thinks on this. So, also therewoula be an iriterval of time where
the leases, at least one lease in pa~ticular would be generating
money and hopefully these funds would be used to be paying off
the price or set aside for improvements of whatever has to be done.

'So I feel that the Board would seek and desire input on the uses
of this. Thank youd

Mayor Kuzon: Yes ma'am.
Mrs. Mary,Lindow, 22 Garden Parkway: If this doesn't pass and somebody
else buys it will we have a say as to what goes in there? Of is it
just zoned industrial? Because it goes right along behind Darling
Co. and all the way up·to Cayuga and there are houses all along there.
Most of the people that live where I do are worried that someone, a
high rise or some developer is going to sell it. There's Darling Co.
and International Chimney have been buying up land all around 9s
and I'm thinking those companies are much too big where they are
and are they going to take their piece ofmand and sell it to a
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big developer.
rise.

, "And :put 'in, wall to wall condominiums, or even high
CONRAIL

Trustee Saia: Mrs. Lindow, I'm now speaking for myself although
I've heard other Trustees mention this, and that is - I think just
for everybody's information - in looking at the zonio'g,map of the
Village I discovered that the whole railroad is M-l, which ,is
manUfacturing. Now how a railroad got to be zoned 00-1 I don't
know. But in this 00-1 zoning there's also'a strip of land' that's
a Village park and you know, where that is, that little diamond
up on the end of the Garden Parkway. That's a Village park. It's also
zoned 00-1 and it's amazing to me. But, I think some of the Board
members had said that if we purchase it we would rezone it into a
less restrictive, like commercial or whatever, whatever the citizens
decide. You can be one of them and you should have some input.
And I'm going to listen to you, what you want up there.

DISCUSSION
(Con't)

Mrs. Lindow: Well you say it's manufacturing.
Trustee Saia: That's what it is right now. Don't ask me how it got
that way.
Mrs. Lindow: The point is nobody manufactures around here.
Trustee Saia: Evidentally somebody down the line took the railroad
and knew they were going to get rid of it 10 years or 15 years ago
and put a big 00-1 on there even on the property that is supposedly
a Village park.
Mrs. Lindow: Somebodywas~,just duawi:pg a map.
Trustee Saia: Yeah, but we go by that map .. The BUilding Inspector,
if you go for a permit; he says you're in the,M-l.district.because
there it is on the map. But I - this is my personal opinion - that
property should be rezoned again and I am going to push that for the
committee that comes in to see if we can get it rezoned. I think I
have some sYmpathetic people that sympathize with me on that issue.
Mayor Kuzon: We'll go in front and then take some people in the
back .. Yes, ma ',am.
Mrs. Gustavson, Benmar Development Corp., Wellington Court Condominiums:
We are bordering. for a long stretch along ~he Conrail property. We
maintain it and keep it neat and orderly. We are definitely looking
to the Village Board for our protection and our interests. If we
cannot count 'on.you to protect our interest's, I don't know where
we would go. I am not in favor of the open ended situation like
we have here to ask the voters to vote for $85,000 and not know what
is going to become of the land, but are willing to place our faith
in your good judgment. And I'm doing it because I feel the Village
has a greater chance of protecting our interests than leaVing it open
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for anyone to come in and pick it up. My question is, however, what
are the alternatives should this be voted down? What can happen?
How can we protect our interests? At the Wellington'Court Condominiums
pays substantial tax money to the,Village and we do f~el that we
need some assurances that there isn't going to be a road cutting
through there and we're going to have Village protection.
Mayor Kuzon:
alternatives

CONRAIL
DISCUSSION

I think that maybe Larry can answer best what the (Con't)
would be if the Village doesn't purchase it.

Trustee Brenton: \>fellin the first place that particular piece
of abandoned rail bed is'not in the Village of Williamsville. However,
through the original let~er to the New York state Department of
Transportation which I submitted I requested that the Village be
allowed to be the preferential purchaser of that property and under
the New'York state Railroad Law 'we were assigned the preferential
right to purchase that property. That gave us the first option
to negotiate with'the rail corporation and that brings us up to date.
Now also under'thelaw, if for some'reason we 'cannot' come' to an

c..~rndical:>le·:·'agreement with' the corporation) the corporation has the right
to request of the Departrnent'of Transportation to be released from
that obligation and to pursue selling that property to' whoever
they please. So that I would assume that should this re'solution
be turned·d.own by the electorate the corporation wotildiinrnediately
enter into"negotiations with the Department of Transporation and
I have to aSsUrn.ealso that' the Department --of Transpor~t·:altJQrt.lw.Quid
then release'the corporation and the corporation would proceed to
sell the property to whoever' would pay the most for it in the normal
manner. Therefore', if the' resolution' i:adefeated I would suggest that you

\Jrru:n~dtat,ely con't:act;:the:<CoilsolJ([~ t:e¢L:: 'Faj;~l\i cO:rp.<?,rat'i6;n. 'and, ,~x'1)'i:fess your
desires'pertaining-to ahy interest you might have in that property.
And if you need any information regarding that after our March
election you may contact me and I would direct you to the real
estate person representing Conrail. I have to emphasize that should
this resolution be defeated, then I'm.sure that everyone knows and
is aware of the property just goes.up for grabs to the highest
bidder so to speak, and then the property will retain its present
zoning, etc. and would remain in that status I would say forever.
So there is significant impact upon the resolution number 4 as to
whether or not the Village should purchase this property.
Trustee Kibby: At'the risk of-sounding presumptuous and somewhat
pompous , -and I'm a professor so I can be pompous - I do think
that probably the best assurance that the Village, and I'm not
saying anything detrimental to any other business or anything like
that, but rest assured that the Village is most likely to listen
and would be most cautious and most careful about the way the land
it has purchased is developed~ interrns of what effect that development
has on the environment, the nearby residents. I'm not trying to be
hostile to any kind of businessman or merchant or developer or
manufacturing. I'm not saying that the Village is perfect, but
the electorate should be aware that one reason for the referendum or
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voting on the proposition is to have an opportunity to
just going ahead and saying we're going to do this, or
do that, or we're going to do nothing and let it go to
bidder. That I think has it's negative effect also.
Mayor Kuzon: Yes,Mr. Metz.

listen without
we're going to
the highest

CONRAIL
DISCUSSION

(Con't)

Former Mayor Richard Metz, 118 Monroe: I'm not going to be as
lengthly as some people but I'm going, to.be very pointed. , (1) It
is my true impression that the Village Board is in competition with
International Chimney., (2) I personally object to the Village
Board with all this"rhe,toiic,:- with all the resolutions when I feel
that the Board has'not' convinced me that they've done their,homework.
I have in,my hand the actual taxes generated from Conrail. I also
have the"actual assessment. The\,yt3~Qardcould not quote these from
records 'again convincing me that somebody better start to do their
homework. There' should be no consid'eration of this property whatso-
ever until a legal description is made available to the pUblic.
I a~,a t~xpayer went in and a~ked for a legal descriptibn of the
property. It 'is not available. I ,question highly whether any of the
Board'kriowa,where the "Village line is over there. I agree with
the zoriing~It' s M-l. Robo9-Y'can tell me who put the M-l on
after we spent $40~000 or $50,000. on the ~tudies "mady by f"ereif§Dlers,
and I mean foreigners living outside" of the ~rea. r had thi~ same

:,batt~e~'when'I was"Mayor , having people from EastA:,urora come in here
ind tell 'u~what the best utilization of'the prope~ty would be.
Another question is,are ybu familia~ with the drainage ditches
on the"right-of~way of the Conrail property, formerly the Lehigh
Valley. As far as any further discussion it would be'my recommendation
that in order for the Board to explain to the pUblic why they go,t'~~"
be interested in the property number 1 when they don't know how it '
can be utilized from a: top~graphical Viewpoint, "from a draingage ,
viewpoint," then I think hono,Fable Hoard and Mayor'and everyoheelse
you'd better go to'work because" I am going towork'tomorrow to
find o~t 'the"ansWers that ybu Tel16ws have not been able to give
this evening. Thank you very much.
Mayor Kuzon: First of all I'm just going to say I'm not~sure
a legal description would be much use to anyone here in the audience
except for trained lawyers. I've had occasion to read a legal
description and certainly it's valuable to surveyors, attorneys,
real estate people, but I think to the average persbn in the public
it would just be confusing. We have maps that are available that
show the outline of the proper'ty which,;,weare proposing to purchase
and I think for the general public, and I don't mean that in any
way to hide anything, I think it would be more"productive for the
general public to look at a general map thatQYoJltlinesthe property.
Legal descriptions are great for the County Clerk, and the attorneys,
but for me, for many of the people,w here in the audience it would
just simply be confusing. The other thing is I think the Board has
done sufficient work on this. This is not, the Board in my mind has
done sufficient work on this. This is not something that is being
brought up for the first time this evening. The Board has spent,

,\
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~ in fact I have looked at correspondence that went back to 1982,
and this.has been an on again, off again, on our agenda. It
has been discussed in the public. Mr. Gallagher has been following
this for more than a"year now. He has asked many questions. He has
written many letters, which have, been responded to and I guess what
I'm saying is that in my mind we have done SUfficient ,work to answer
the questions that we have raised at this time. Did you have some-
thing else to say? Okay. Yes, Mr. Brown.

(~obe;t:'tB!:0Yln,.-81Milton Str~~'f: I'll' get'away from thi's property
aridgive you a. bre,ak.' I he.arbad rumors",~',;:,'nasty rumors, that
the Village is thinking,of putting Milton St. through to Long St.
eventually going'through to Union Road taking Bieter's Alley

,g?~rig:tQ:Main st. up into Milton St. for the Senior Citizens down there.
)3y, gc>~rfg,;t;hrOug)T'~il_tbn'st.,,'throug!l'"toL6~g St;:,~ you ~'a~;be\;'dq,ing
awai with those't~b beautif&l basketball, tenni~cburt~ and basketball
courts that I helped put up .when I wa's on the Recreation Conunittee
and doing away with two beaut if~l .,ball dr~amonds. That's the rumor.
True or false?

,Mayor Kuzon: Just 'that. Just a rumor. This is the first time
that L've heard it.

- ~ . . .. ~ -

~ Mr. Brown: No.

gentleman
CONRAIL

DISCUSSION
(Con't)

Trustee Saia-:-'Mr. Ed Fisher - I'm sure you know who the
is - am I correct?

Trustee Saia: Ed •••
Mr. Brown: Oh, yes, Ed.
TrusteeSala': "He"stood up at' this'meeting 'and made' that suggestion
that you're' ~ayirig that he wanted to see that road go all the way
through. Yes, he has made that suggestion.
Mayor Kuzon:'" Well to the extent he' wanted to see 'the alley connected
to Milton, but the rest of it is new this evening.
Trustee Saia: He made the suggestion. He made the reconunendation.
Mayor Kuzon: That's hardly a rumor.. .

Mr. Brown: Fine, keep it that way.
, .

~

Mayor Kuzon: Okay. Mr. Lorich.
Irvin Lorich, 85 Milton st.: I have a few questions.' I took time
to write out a few notes before coming to the meeting.' ,Some of
the things have been answered, but forthe'sake of continuity I
want to go through them. First of all,thattportion of Long St., of
the railroad property from.Long St. to Union Rd. is of very questionable
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interest to the Vill~ge becausebf its d~alnage problem and terrain.
And I will' agree with sOme of the other gentlemen, I don't know if
International Chimney is interested in that piece of property but
in my estimation they would'be the most likely candidate to benefit
from that piece of property. That portion from Cayuga Rd. to S. Long
St. is approximately half in·the Town of Amherst and the other half
in the Village' approximately. Why is not. the Town interested in
this part as the'T'own residents. would be bordering on that and
yet I see no ihterest On the part of the Town to generate a park back
there for their residents, of'which t~ey have no park their south end.
Again·Mr. Brown heard the same rumors I did ahd I will say I just
believe it's a little bit'more than a rumor because' of·soine.of the
sources' that this has purportedly come from and soine'of the statements
that may have' been made.' ~ut the rumor is that the present ball
diamonds and tennis courts. will be sacrificed for industrial
development:' Now the ball diamonds and tennis courts would be
relocated apparently ih what you're now proposing as soine ora
park. You 'shake your heads·..·up there gentlemen, but I understand
there has been a decision ~~ndered by the attorney that there is no
deed restrictions on that parkland now and>if that is so why was
that decision asked for in the first place. '

CONRAIL
DISCUSSION

(Con't)

Mr. Troy: ".Mr. 'Lor,;bch,may I interrupt you'?
that. information.

What is the source of
\ ,

Mr. Lorich: ..~ ~~ll,k~~p' my sour:c~.s?~!!fidentia~~.for.~l1e,time being •
Mr.'Troy:' Let'me~'a'ssure"you I haVe not' be'enasked;' rior have I given
a decIsion on "th8,t'~uestiori.··.·It'has' never been-broached'.' I have
no idea wh'othe sourcE{'of'your. information is but the gentleman
is either a fool or a knave.
Mr. Lofich: "Well>be that as it may time will prove who was right
and who wa~ wrong.
Trustee 'Sala: Mr. Lorich~' I can't sit here' saYing Ididi'l't hear
that beca,use'I did'hear it ~'."The way t heard it was.Tt'would· be nice
to turn 'thel58,llpark'ahd some, ofthls".area· of the railroad into one
of--those'parks you we're just 'talking about •. T heard" that ruinor ahd
that's'all it is,' is·a'rumor. In Tact, the person that stated that
got shot down like around 9 to' 1 and it wasn't, the persons that shot.
it down are not on this Board and I heard that rumor and personally
it will be over my dead body.
Mr. Lorich: Being an old Army man things som~how have a way of
ending up ~o fl?uition~

Trustee Kibby: Do you believe that old rumor where there's smoke
there's fire?
Mr. Lorich: We're not here to discuss that. I am a little concerned
why the To~n is not interested in havfng this property, or Why in this
particular case it was nota joint venture with the Town if youre
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• proposing park land back there. After all, other park property
was a joint venture with the Town~ This piece of property, half of
it at the present time is in the Town. CONRAIL

DISCUSSIONTrustee Saia: It seems to me I got a letter from Mr~ Sharpe
expressing desire for that property is we refused it. Am I correct,
or ••• (Con't)

Mayor Kuzon: No.
Trustee Brenton: The Town declined interest.

•

Mr. Lorich: Concern my question when you do your homework fellows.
Trustee "Brenton: The homew'ork's been done financially. They don't
want any part' of that property and'to wIt Cayuga east is now sitting
vac,ant because, Consolidated Rail Corporation can't find a buyer.
Mr. Lorich~ Weil it's'a litile"bit ironi~ to me' that the Village
is moving 'so'fast' on'this issue, particularly with this bond question
on the funding deal when the movement of the Village offices and the
fire headquarters'has taken more'than three years to'reach a
decision which up till tonight was still forthcoming. I think we
got part of anariswerher'e tonight but I still don't know whether
it's a final 6he~' GEmtlemen, the acquisition of the railroad
property' is somethir:igthat the Village can do without'. More pressing
matters are 'before you and this is where your energy and efforts should
be directed.
Mayor Kuzon: Thank you. Yes, ma'am, in the rear. Your hand was up
earlier.
Mrs. Beverly Felser, 236 S. Cayuga: I'am a Town resident. I live
between the Village and the Conrail property. My question is this -
If the voter's in the Village of Williamsville defeated the referendum
and the VilJ,age couldn't"buy the property it would open the sale
to Joe Blowoi' Susie Doaks. It is now zoned M. I understand that's
manufacturing.
Mayor Kuzon: I would ask a question. 'I donlt have the zoning map
in front of me. Some of it is zoned M, ,but I'm not sure if all of
it is.
Mr'. Felser: My ques'tion is this. If the Village of Williarr1l3)~ille
does not buy this property and the residents defeat the referendum
and it goes'up for sale to anyone then anyone who buys it it's already
zoned M-I or something. What would stop someone from putting in a
row of factories?
Mayor Kuzon: They can do whatever is permitted in that zone.

•
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Mrs. Felser: I think that the Village Board tried to do the right
thing_in asking for the vote - do you want to spend $85,000 - and I think
it's backfiring because it's going to turn the people off and they're
automatically going to vote against it. ('1) They don't want to spend
the money period. ' (2)'They don't want to_vote yes spend the money if
they don't know what's going to happen to it. But what could happen
to it if the Village doesn't get the money and spend it to buy the
property. Then you can end up with' fiv~ factories in a row ahd I
think that's very important. I am absolutely shocked that that was
zoned M-l. And my question i's:this - Could' the'Village rezone that
property before the referendum. In ot~er words~ to protect the people
that are adjacent, like the lady who spoke was adjacent to it, could
that property be rezoned, before the referendUm so in case the'
referendum failed then the property would not become a row of little
factories?
Mayor Kuzon: I think I'll let the attorney answer that.

CONRAIL
DISCUSSION

(Con't)

Mr. Troy:" 'Ma'am yoU're opening such a can 'ofworms'~ The problem
of rezoning is so 'tangled just'totake a"piece of land for that
purpose would be improper to begin::,with.. ., ~. - . . . ' . .. ., .... . .. ~..

Mrs. Felser :'"'But my question is this.' If the property' is'M-l now
and tn,e Village 'ofWilliamsville 'does not' buy' it, it's-'not'allowed
to buy It''because of defeat of'the referendilin,therfWhat is to stop -
and 'I think 'people are going to be very upset if'someone bought
it"and put 'in a whole bunch of'high rise or built factories or
whatever arid'I can--see'that that could very llkely be done if the
Village doesn't buy it.' But I don't think that the people realize
this 'because I didn't know it ,was M-l. I don't think anyone knows
that.
Trustee Saia: I honestly - this is my own personal opinion - I honestly
believe that the only way that we can assure - and I have talked to
people of your concerns' all up arid down that street.- rhonestly
~~l~:~: ;~~~'t;;r~~~~;e:;fe;nm~~~e~~~e~~i~s~o;~a~~~~ :h~~;~;~ent
always having trouble with the Town at th~.other, end w,i th trezoning and
stuff.' Now we've got'a problem on this, end that has not taken place
and the cohcern is exactly what you're saying but if the Village had
the property and we'hada citizens' committee to take this property
ariddo what'sright~'give the part'that belongs to the people that
should have it there, do what we' have to do with our part, put a two
year liniit on it, sit on it for a couple of years, get your committee
going on t~is to come up with an answer of what this Village should do.
Mrs. Felser:- But I thlnk the-problem--isthat 95%' of the Village
residents are hot aware of exactly what that zoning is and not aware
of the fact that"lf the Village doef:m't buy it and someone else
does what will happen to it. It--would be much worse.

• Mr. Lohr: It's not all M-l.
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Mayor Kuzon: You have a zoning map? CONRAIL
DISCUSSION (Can't)Mr. Lohr: Yes.

Mr. "Hill~rw~s a littl~ angry before. I'Ve cooled down a little
bit. I'think the'Board Pried to do something here tonIght very
quickly." I mean' you decided tonight at 5 :00 PM or a half hour
before the,meeting th~t you were goIng to put thIs 'upto a referendum.
Idon',t thInk'yo'u stopped to realize'what you were asking for. You're
asking·us toVbte for $85,000 for that- property n-othav'ing any'idea '
what' it''s going -tbbe used fo"!'• You've got me 'over a barrell as far
as my vote Is concerned. Ihave'tb vote for it hoping I can protect
it but I'm not sure I'indoing that. 'I'm votIng for something I'm not
sure what's going tbhappen to. If there' wer,e some committment from
this Board, something should be done tc)say'once we decide whether
to buy it or 'not then you' people will have a chance to say what you
want to use' it for. 'But the way it is now once we say'yes to you you
don't have to come back to us for anything. I think ,l~g.a~;1:i,;tliat
should be in there somehow' or'another' that we,have a rIght to say
what we're going to 'use that 'property for. Right now all you're
saying to me yo'u vote for it or somebody else is going' to buy it.
I've got to vote for it to protect maybe hopefully protect the
p~ople' ~_,intere~.t. This is a bad resolution, Gordie.
Mayor Ktlzon: Well maybe, maybe not. I'd "Just like to make a personal
response. This is a persorial'response,onmy own'behalf and this-does
not speak for the whole' Board. I think maybe the discussion I have
heard this evening has proven to,me it's a case for me of possibly
being too close to the forest to see the trees and by that I mean
I do have a posI,tion on th'is'Issue.' It has been articulated to some
people, not' to a group," okay, and mayoe now is the time for me, I
know the Board knows it',but maybe now is the tIme for me to tell
everyone where I personally stand and I don't say this as the position
of the Board, but for me personally. Okay. First of all I do have
a problem with purchasing the property.and using" it for'all park purposes.
I'll say that right up front~ I do support the purchase of the
property on the, condition' that a portion of it is'sold and to Whomever
that may be and part of the reason for that is that the Village may
recoup some of the purchase' price. Now I do support the purchase of
the property on that basis as it does provide' the Village with a
means of protecting the resIdents in that area, of getting involved
in development' so that it is done-in away that is most beneficial
to the' industry arid the"residents." ,I think that's the bottom line
for me. The primary reason for supporting the purchase of the
property is so that the Village ca~ be actively involved in determining
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CONRAIL DIS-
cussioNWhere future development may take place in that area and so that

it does not take place in a way which 1s detrimental to the residents
of S. Long st., Union Rd. and Garden Parkway. I also feel that I (Con't)
should say at this time regarding the railraod station, because I
don't want to lead anyone astray and I'll say it all this evening,
regarding the railroad station it's a,difficult decision and certainly
it's a bUilding of historical significance within the'community~
It's recbghized as the Williamsville railroad statibn. However,
at this time if the Village is to purchase the 'property I personally
cannot support the V~llage buying the building. I would ,support ..
another group w ithiiithe community, another cOnununity-minded -gro(~:p;
buying that buIlding and' preserving it. 'But at this time End on 't
think the" Village can support it financially and I think that it
could properly be restored ,by another group and I!11 point the finger
at the Histbrical Society this evening. I would ,actively support
their getting involved in the re'storation,of'that bUilding but I
do not actively suppor~ the Village of Williamsville getting'involved
in the rest6rationof the bu~lding. 'And 'ljiustone last thing. I also
ha.ve to personally respond that I guess 11m a' little bit baffled ,
by the,r~sp6~s~ to purmoti'oh for~"~eTerendum. In t.hinkingabbUh i.t:overthe last couple of days I felt it was a very sound decisibh. You '
know, what better way to, let the 'people declde how thelr tax d:Qllars
should be spent'thanby giving them a.'chanp,:eto vote on'it,and again
lIste~ing' to 'the discus'sion th'isevei)}·i!ngT believe I heard people
that are opposed'td' it ahd r believe I heard peopl'e,who support the
purchase"sa.yIrigthatthey"b6th thinkthe"referendum is a'bad' idea •
Now I ca.nltagree' with t'hat. r think that'; you knbw, I've sa.id
often that local' government 'is,governmenta.t'--its best because it I s
closest to the people arid'to me this is 'an exa.mple of where the people
get an active'role ih'their goverrirnent. certainly you might argue
that voting on"the' New York State Transporta'ft:LonBond was' a similar
idea but not really. Thls is it •. To'me this is local government
at"itsbest. The"Vlllage' Board is"pnp'pbsing to buy a piece of property
that will affect'·Dur..tax rate'by raising it some $.25'to $.50 over
40 years. "1:f, you" think 'that the Villa.gesh'c,->ulddo that for the
preserva.tIon'bf open space, for the preservatlon of e~isting
residentIal' neighborhoods, or assisting in the combination of industry
in that a1r,e'a,'or"whateveryou want'to say. ,Ffi you think that's a good
idea. You now have'the opportunity to vote on it. Not only do you
have the opportunity to vote on it, you have the opportunity to set
the issue straight. Certainly the Village Board is not 'politically
naive. There will' be a1nelecti'on in March not only to vote on this
referendUm but to elect a Trustee to fill'out Trustee Murray's term.
Certainly this will' become, an issue during the',campaign. And once
again what'better'wayto' inform the voters of the community than
during' ari electoral campaign. I guess that's my'positi'on. I think
that thIs.Is -a'cb'rrect',position':.to:go :,to 'a"ieferendum.." Certainly ,things
can be articulated during the campaign. I know that some will be
misstated and'misquoted and not everything will be accurate, but
certaihly I have'trust in the voters and the people of the
Village to,make a rational decision based on what they believe to
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be the correct information. That's my position. I dQn't know if the
rest of the Board would like to state their's at this time, 'bltI've
done mine. Mr. Met z • ,CONRAIL

Mr. Metz: After spouting out before I'd like to compliment the Board
on the approach to the referendum. I.don't think there's a soUl in
this room that would have the nerve to get up and object to that
r.@ferendum.
Mayor Kuzon:

, "

Somebody behind you just stood up.
. . ~., ' ,

DISCUSSION,
(Con' t)

\
Mr. Sweeney: I've registered my opin~on.
Mr. Metz: You're demanding simply this - that,you're voting to spend
$'85,000 out'at ,this'point they don" t know what they're going to use
it for,' they'-don't know how the~l can utilize' the' land if they do bUlYJ
it arid the l~stquestion' - I s~ear' I won't ~~y another word tonight -
Where was the Village Board'.'Whenthe' ball' was gbihg to destroy the
station and h'ow come this 'man back'here had to'come in arid save the
bUilding? Wnere was the Village Board? Where ~ere our environmentalists?
How much" Mr. Lohr, did you way you pa.id for it?. ,.

Mr~ 'Lohr: We've got over $8,000 in improvement in the bUilding rightnow.
Mr. Metz: And ~ouhave the use o~ th~ building,for free.
Mr. LOhr:'W~~re, re~tingthe prop~rty under it.
Mr. Metz: Yod'rerertting the property under it, technically you donot own the bU~lding.
Mr. Lohr: We own the bUilding:

, .

Trustee Brentoh: Just to further the point, Mr. Dbnr, do you recallwhen you purchased the property?_. ....

Mr. Lohr: I've got all,the papers right here if you want to look it
up.
Trustee Brent'ort':I'm s'llreit was qUite awhile ago and I'm just wondering
if it might have occurred during Mayor Metz', former Mayor Metz' tenure
as Mayor.
Mr. Metz: You know, I'd be very happy to find that out.
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• Mr. Lohr: I'11 look it up. CONRAIL
DISCUSSION

(Con' t)

Mr. LohrJ One point I'd like to make since you asked me' a question.
You know, the Mayor mentioned that he ld like to see private ente.rprise
restore the building other than the Village or taxpayers. Phope"
I,~made: " a'point clear and that' is that the guy that o'wnsthe bUilding
presently, which is the corporation International Chimney, wants very
much to restore" the building. We're,restQration contractors.'We did
the tower on the old'Post Office, 'we did 'the Edison Lab in New Jersey,
we did 'the top of theWoolworth'Building.That'swhat we'do for a
living. We're not going"to bu'st the building down. We:want to restore
it'. But I don'tknow'what's going on. 'I mean I'm'going a little
crazy with this thing. The Village letter to me was dated January 28,
1983 relative to'our offe~. We've' been' sittirig tight eVer since.As
corporations do go on, sooner' or later we're going to have to mak$
other decisions 'and d'o otherLthihgs. ,-And we want to be goodneig'hbors.
We want the bicycle path in the area, ~e 'd like to put up a fence,"
we"d like-to clean the' property up. But I'll be darned if I'll do it to
somebody ~lse's prop~nty.

Trustee Brenton: Thank you.

Trustee Law: What was the date you rescued the station?
Mr. LohI': I'll find the bill of sale.

• Mayor Kuzon: Okay. Mr. Weller.
Gartley Weller; 129 Mill' St.: I wash't going t'ocommel1t.at'all
but r'just"want'to t~lk to one little aspect'tonight and"that is
the railroad station. Yes,- I did talk to Mr. Lohr. He assured me
that if he is able to purchase the land on which the building sits
he would restore 'the'buildihg. The BUilding has architectural value,
it has historic value. So many of our buildings in the Village have
been destroyed through the years. W:e've gone through: this befJ,ore.
Now in regards to the railroadstat~on I admire Mr. Lohr for the
fact 'he promises that if he can buy the .land',he owns the building,
hew'i1i:Jrestore'thestation. This is all we are interested In.' The
reason the Historical Society got into this in the first place, if
no one else would we would like to have the opportunity.' -'In other'
words we are interested in historiC: restoration and preserMation.
That is the exterior. Mr. Lohr assured me that it would be used for
some other entity', which is his' business. But save the exterior.
Mr. Loh~'al§b'is a restbratibri'expert"ih buillri~s~ Thi~is all I'm
talking about~ is the buildlng~ 'M~ny, many people in this Village
want to see that bUilding restored.
Mayor Kuzon: Okay. Thank you.
Mr. Lohr: The bill of sale is dated April 3, 1979.

• Tr~st~~.Brent~~~. You're clear,Mayor Metz.
Mr. Metz: SaveG.
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~ Mayor Kuzon: Anyoqe else? Yes, ma'am, Mrs. Felser.
Mrs. Felser: i: notice that there are a few people here tonight that
appear to be skeptical ,of Mr. Lohrls comments and I'd like to say
this in defense of Mr. Lohr. I met Mr. Lohr a couple of years ago
at a party. He happened to be ,good friends of someone that I know.
I never met the man before, I just talked to him once in my life.
I didn't know him before at all. But at this party Mr. Lohr and I
discussed the Village of Will:iansville and what a grea,t-'place'it
wa.s and how 'ui'r:;F nice it would be to restore the ra;ilr0ad station.
And at "that time~' Mr"~'Lohr told me he was Very,interested in pre;..
servirig the stjtion'a.rid'hew~shed'the VIllage' would preserve it,>
or the Histor'ical Society,- 'or someone and' he would"very much like
to see it"saved.'-He told me the'"story a.bout putting the trucks
arouno.'the'statioii:.'He told me he' spent'$8,oOO~ and $200' to fix the
roof and'h~told-me exactly the' saine things he told you here tonight.
Soif"somebf the' people think that thIs 1's sort 'of a'little story
that ne cohjured 'up'to'put 'on'a' good fac~e'here tonight; he told me
the sa.me story three years ago and I don't think he knew he was coming
here tonight. ,,..,.._ . CONRAIL
Mayor 'KUzon:--Thank you~ Anyone else?
additional comments? Larry.

~

~

Any Board member have any
DISCUSSION

(Con't)r'Trus'teeJ~Brehton: ·'Yes. r'als'o-feel-that as Mayor Kuzon'I should go
orirecord as''to'wha.tT"feel sli'oUldpossibly occur with' minor altera-
tions' pertalnlng to' that property'; and"I should'sa.y I totally subscribe
tBwha.t"he has'said, 'bUtt woUld also add'that·the'Villige by acquiring
the'pro~~rt~would-show vision ahd"wbtild show'pr6~er' ~ep~esentation
of-the people becatise~e'could then' ~roceed trithe-ispect of'selling
i'portion'off andgalnihg-a good portion' of the In~iial-price,
purchase price; ~hd also preclUding the type or activity that was
mentioned, I'forget"the lady in the reir,'bUt at any'rate a lot
of little' factories. .Once we own"'the property then we can rezone
it to otherpurp'osesw!:llch would preclude that' M-l aspect and Ilm
sure woulo" be compatible with' the 'interests of; for want of any
other'firm, Interna.tional Chimney." But there are other firms'in
that particular area, Darling~ etc. that have leases on-that property.
So that 'I would go on-record now as really being very apprehensive
aboutpUrchasingtne property totally for the use of parks, about
burdeni~~ the takpayers'for th~t amouht of money'into th~ foreseeable
future purely·'foi' parks. However~' T think that we have a wonderfUl
opporturiity"by purcha'slng'the property to in effect, arid I don't like
the term, have"our' cake and eat it arid' I think we' can also in effect
develop·'a.'situation' on"S. Long St. --that.will be mUch more beneficial
than pres'ently ex'ists''a.rid,then' finally when S. Long St. is done in the
manner'that only a committee'or some input from,the people to decide
and'the'.VIlHige Board·'wlll thehmake' its final decision based on
input'then we- can have- a' situation on'S'. Long st'.~ Which many of the
pebple 'Who bppo~e the 'purchase doii't-eve~,go doWn, don't' ever receive
compliintsWhich'T have ahd I 'continue--toreceive so'that there is
ah opportunity'here'to really moVe ahead and clean"up'an area and pre-
serve a historic structure in the Village of Williamsville. To vote
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• no on the purchase in my mind would lose that opportunity, it would
continue the use of land as presently zoned and allow whomever to
do as they see fit with it. CONRAIL

DISCUSSION
(Con't)Mr. Brown.Mayor Kuzon:

, ,

Mr. Brown: 'Could a diagram of this be put in the paper?, I've li~e'd
on Milt"onSt: :tor 60"years and rdon't know what'land you're' talking
ab'out' arid' I grew up on the railroad all my"lLfe and I don't know
whereab'outsit- is"and if- a' diagram' could be.9p,ubllshed ih~ the Bee,
the, News~Shopping Guide', or whatever we would know where it is.

• d. ~" ". ~.., •

Mayor Kuz'on:"-Ye'ah;' I think we. can 'do that." In fact, , I can talk
to the 13ee"repprter ~after the'meeting. r have" a" copy"of it" "and I'm
sure the origlrial'would" be a little bIt-better than" what I have and
as I saia~earller;it '~6~ld be more helpful to the general pUblic
than a legal description.

. .. ... ~. . ....... - .'. '" '~. ~..,., .~. .- '-, - '.-..

Mr. Brown: Right. Somebody could see it.
__ • _. • .... __ ...._ • .. •• 1.._ ..

Yes. Mr. Hill.

•
Mr".---Hill: "This Is the'~ohe thlhg that 'there "s t~o members of the
:6.oard"riow who-want to"s"eil's"ome or it"Off,. I'iri""n6t familiar enough
with that'propert;r'baclCthere't(r-~ay-what- Iwahtto do' with it.
But- I think at- :s"oirie"point when we' find out",wficit the' land is we
should~ naVeJ"something to' say"ab'out' it '.' But 'youTre" hot ~giving me
that opportunIty. ,',"All yOti"re saying"to me 'nr 'let"mEf:bily,it,l-.:bhen
T"lldecide what -to"'dc)"'wlth it. I still think the general public

'should have a say in this. '

Trustee"'SaIa':· That was tWo member's. There are three nl"ore-wno have
a say"ih this. : I think-the Mayor-'ha·s' stated that he wIll' appoint
a' c'ommittee' -t'hat-"will" corrie back ahd-makerecommendatioris 'to this
Board, a committee comprised of people in this Village.

- - - - °0' • _. -" • • ~, ~..

Mayor"Kuz'on: Regardlhg' the wording of the b'ond,' the woralhg of the
referendum, as I uriderstand"it It's worded'that way - cOnrect me, Tom -
it's wbfded" that way b~cause that's the way for it tbbe'le~ally
binding'. Any other- type of referendum that might suggest' the '
nIne acres~ be' 'used' totally for· parks or a portion' sold would be
exactly a permissive referendum and would not have a binding effect
on.thisBoard. Is that ~orrect?

" .
Mr. Troy: Not"qulte~ no. It's worded that way simply because there
isa~c~~taih-ainotint'or inde~ision'as I'tinderstand it asto'what the
ultimate" dispositl'on, will- be' arid to give the' Board the' very freedo.m
which Mr. Hill"seemstooppose. It could have been worded in such
a way that. it would say be used exclusively for development' of park
within the Village, park 'land within the Village', and that would have
sealed it' ih and then' you--would have "had a: problein with the r~)ferendum

.• too. People would have said do you want a park or don't you want a
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park and that would have killed the issue all together. Nowthe
Board seems to want more flexibility and I think they're entitled
to it. Now if you're suggesting as Mr. Hill has been that this
should be a referendum asking the people. what they want to do with
this park (sic) precisely the Board is forbidden to present such
a referehdum'to the people'by the State Law, the Village Law. We
are hot allOwed to do'that.' There' are' only certain areas_where.
you' may' have' 'refereridUrils,mandate referemduins', or' as in' this case
iritroduce a reso 1uition .:' , It's iiriply"is not ~he- type or government
whi~h bU~Villi~~-La~ ~rivisibned 'and' it is expressly prohibited
iri'most areas"bther'than a few selected' situat ions, usually which
involve the expenditure of public money.~ ~- - - .... ~

CONRAIL,
DISCUSSION

(Con't)

Mr~ Hill: I agree WIth you. 'You cann'ot put up a resolut:ton that
,this: all will be pa:rk •. YoU cali't do that • But you'-cah a~k for an
informational" refere-hdum and get ari' idea from the general public'
what they want'for eit ~ It' is not binding but it is informational.
It_~s done by tp~ schoo~ board.

~r~ Troy~J I~dbhlt ~gree ~ith that: I doh1t'believe yOU cah~ I
peli~ve yOU:canri'ot 'Use' public money for informatlonal referendums.
If it's been done in the past it's been done improperly •

.' . . - ~. .... - . _. ... .. - . -- ... -

Trustee Kibby': 'Mr'. Hill, 'I dbn't want ~y'outo leave here' with the
mIstaken. impres'si'on that -we'couldn'ot ask the publlc"to prOVide
the $85,000' for' t-he' purchase of' this land exclusively for park' uses.
We could have done that'." As a matter' of fact"we disc'ussed that.
We just, - really it 's 'just'9ne' optIon' 'versUs the other' option in terms
of this particular 'bond' res'c:ilutibn referEmdUin. - The' option was-whether
to spehd' $85,000' for the Hind exclusively for parks'.- If the re)ferendum
is approved~ 'buy the" land and --turh it ihto 'a"park versus-the' option of
wh~th~r ci~--ri6t,'ijersu~ the 6ptiori- of',allowi~g the Vill~~e in the
future'- through--tne- passa~e' 'of tIme ahd~'discussion- 'oJ' the ' , ,
development [96r"park~ "the ex~mlnation ~urther' 'bf the environment,
taRing"into acc6Unt"other resldenc~s and bUSinesses,' takIng into
account the "future "needs' 'of all the Village ,balanc irig; the financial
as~ects ~r this-pa~tic~la~-$85;000'v~rsUs bther'offers that 6ould-
come in and-'also" 'taking'iilt 0 account-- the fact' that we"could-- contr01
the zoning"ahd development or-'the property that we own:' That's what
we' were essent'ially asklng'-the resldents to do"; is' to' give us the
$85~000'to ~urch~se'thls :l~nd·taking·allof these5the~ factors into
account" ' What I was trying;' tb'say'''to this lady right here a few
minute's" ~go,"- I d6h"t know or anotfie'r group 'that is better suited
to taRiiig'irito consideration "all those variables'and inakedecisions
asto whatls bes't to 'db wIth tfiat"land"at 'aglven tlme with an eye
t6wards"given" tlme being"perpetuity'." We discussed the fact that this
Ptlrchase ..was poss~blY"f?r perpetuity.

M~y?r ~~~~~,: Mrs. Lindow:

Mrs. Vlio:iftdowii:':! I think we"sfiould- ask"'the"Town r'or-half the purchase
price_becau~~ most of the people that are my neighbors live in the
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Town of Amherst and they benefit from the Village park and they
have a b~autiful woods behind their homes and that is Village property.
If we purchase this land there is a vacant lot which quickly could
be sold and a house put on it. That lot has been sitting there for
years. There was a house going to be started on it 30 years ago
but it was·neverbuilt. The Village kept that land to keep that ,
woods open"~'"There's a lot of things 'that can be done 'so~'tha-t,:theHja,a:.[age
does not, have, t'o pay' 'the I'ullamount.' The Department of Public"Works~
that building "is' pririJ.elarid~' it's worth, a lot of money. They could
sell that and move over, move the Department of Public Works over near
the' ra il roa,d:' "Tha tIs, "a lot' of things tna t ' could" "be don¢ t 0 save ' that
$85,OOO~biit 'the',Town"of Amh"erst should pay for half aT" 'that because
the people in the Town of Amherst directly benefit fnom it. CONRAIL

._--. _.~ -'. - - . .. ''; . -- - ---- DISCUSSION

Maxor~u,~on: ..O~~~,.",.,~l1.~~~y~u ... ~r~, Br~~~" your han~~wC1s"yP. {Con't}

Mr. Brown':'~-Ti:rtnere anything on your records that shows the width
of that propert~." .

Mayor Kuzon: Yeah.

Mr. Brown: Particularly behind the residential.

Trustee S~iia:'" i"ll 'tell' ybtCwhat ." I got'a' survey' of that 'I believe.
Igot--· Siore"eyes :trying, t o"f'igure olit', fIgures on it :-,:--To'get back'
t 6' what M'r.,"Me}::z.,:,). sala~,bef"ore"I' ve walked '"this thIng, "each foot •
You 'saId "maybe "tfie Board ,members doh't' know~ 1" don" t know if the
Board members khowbut I know~" 'Every" foot"oI""thls place~ 'I walked
by foot. 'S6 I"knovt what's' 'Involved -down there and ltrie'd to 'get some
measUrements 'and wnat" I" come' up' 'With, 'how pos'sibly they I re'wrong," but
I come up-with'aDout 125 feet on t"he west side and'-it"'s a real screwy
piece '0:('-property: '""It jogs' down and then goes "oack 'up aha then, it
goes back '~p' it loOks like "over'lOO "feet "t"cj UriiOn"aha--then"on'the'
other side~ it's' a -,l00 f"o'ot and" on "the "other side' where--Internatlonal
Chimriey's got their railraod "station-'and" thatsned Internati'6nal,
chimney's' got' ahout--lO:,OOO"sq. ft'. that "they lease which is a 30 foot
6~-abciut "400fee~'o~"800 feet""lon~-~iece-of, strip of" l~nd and
International-'Chirilney or C'ohraTl goes beyond that to the' north -
and also to the, south-of that about 90 feet. So on Cayuga Road,
or on S. L"ong St": on one ",side you might have" 150 feet. ' NowI Ive"
taken the'measurement accoraing to this thing" I've got right.here and
mayb~some~~~y_":else, has 'some bet~er measurements.

Trustee'Breritoh~" 'Well rthink the question was ih'th~ ~esiaentlal
areas, "the-iilea'surements,east of S. Long "St. 'to Cayuga, up"in thereyou have apprOXimately a hundred foot" right-of':'way'and"that would begin
apprOXimately 400" feet plUS" Dr minu's ea'st of' S. Long' St. So 400 feet
approximately"east of S. Long st. and thence 100" foot right-of-way
through to Cayuga Road.. , _. -' ~.. _ .. ..- - .-

Mr. Brown":"""So'--if"soIheone wanted-to-de'vel"op and they had to put a
'. road in they're not going to have much land to develop that property.
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Trustee Brenton: No, not in that general area. There's abutting, \
property, owners ,"if they are interested in acquiring propert'y I,
don't know. HoweV~rJ we would no way I think entertain the idea of
bUilding a road th~re. Roads are extremely expensive ahd'there's
no way that road 'could ever pay for itself for developm~nt purposes
or anythirig el'se'. So then r would' d'oubt it' very 'much'. However, we
would stlll"create the origihal theory behind acquiring through to
CayUga ~~-ari' a~~es~~aY ro~ thi~ little'tWo acretriahgular-shaped
park'right' in the middle' 'and' that w~l'sthe theory 'when I' originally
requested to be allowed to be the preferential buyer through to
Cayuga.

- .... .... ~

Trustee Kibby: Like a walking path.
_ ...... '

CONRAIL
DISCUSSION

(Con't)

Trustee Brenton: '~Ahdwe would hot in myinihd 'need 100 feet for'
that ~ '-'Whate~e-r' number' of feet' would be determined bycrther' people
and then I'd have a final say so on it as to what I thought.

. •..J __~ ......;..

!Vir:'L6i1r~:"~'Iiiternational" Chimn'ey' and Allent own are M-l and when you
pass th~~~, ,the ~t~ipc i~ ..~ll. ,~-3M.

Mayt;>rlCuzon: Mrs. Gustavson.. ~. --. . . -

Mrs. Gustavson:
s._CCiy:u;ga.,

Are you actually entertaining an access road to

Trustee K~,bb~~ No. W~ ~~id ~ path:.,

Tru'stee Brent'on:" We've' precluded the thought' of building a
'~treet' • .'There is p.o way the Village can afford or even desire
a street.,

.. - . ...... - . .. ....... - ..

Mrs. Gustav§oh'c:,' 'I~ my wildest imagiha'tion did I' ever 15elieve' anyone
YJould be Ihterested -t 0' put"a 'road there· ... · You have tot~c:onsider the
re~~,?~ t~~...prc~pert~ ~hCit goes' along the~~., __

Trustee-Brenton:" It-woiildnot oc~ur where you are presenting using
the' property. The'.biiffer would bet>h the' other slde towards
Cheekt owaga.; , -There' would' be' 'a' buffer Walkway type of thing. It
Would nbt"'occur on the property you are abutting. It should be of
no concern to you at all. '- - _. " .. - ..

Mayor Kuzon: Mrs. Felser.~ . - ~ - , . '-

Mrs. Felser:" It"'s' VerY"con:e\Js'.:j.ng-:-down there because the Village
~oe~ to 'th~'tf~ck'oh th~west 'side of the street but it dpesn't
go to the track on the east side.

Mayor Kuzon: Okay. Anyone else? Anyone on the Board? Larry •
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Trustee Law: I think the Conrail property is an'.Qpportunity that
doesn't come by'very often. And on the one hand you think of many
Uses that, or maybe some uses that it can be put to. But on the
other hand, it's kind of'an expense and, therefore, one should
go slowly. Well hot ~lowly, I don't quite mean that, but I, we've
talked about all these items-arid-when it comes down to $85~OOO one
has to consider it both ways, whether to· purcnase it or not purchase
it". We decide"d tbput it'up for a'referendum. I would very much
lik~~~o ~~~·~he ViIl~~~p~~chase-thi~ prbpe~ty and for the most part
I would" like to~ see-thr::~used~ the use·Tor thi"s land be" for park, or
a.walklfi.g-tr~ril;"oritemso"f thi~ riature~" I believe the"wording in
the re'solut"i6ri-'that'"w'epassed t"onight that this land should be general
Village" purposes"; this" allows 'f(Lexibi.,li~y ana I feeT"it" was a desire
Qf the :8oard-"to'"haVe"thls'flexi"bility'to .form' a conmi:l.ttee"that would
be"listened to" even tl'iough'theultimate""responslbility"rests with-·the
Board. And I go along very much with the way this has bee,nhandled.. ... - - _.. - ., - .

Mayor'Kuzon: Any other Board member? Anyone in the audience? If
not. •. '" ._....

.ON MOTION by Trust'ee'~Kibby~""seconded by Trustee Brenton, it was moved
to return to the regular agenda.

;;..;. .. _ .. - .. ,,: .......... - ~_. '-' ...... _. _.. .

Unanimously carried .
. _.. - ~.- .

Mayor Kuzon: If there's no further business this evening •..
ON MOTION "by Trustee' Brenton, seconQed by Trustee Saia, the meeting
~~s..~~j~ur~e~~~ "~:~5" PM.
Unanimously carried.

Theresa L." CUmmins,'
Village Cle~k-Treasurer
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