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Minutes of the RubiliicrHearing of the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville held in the Municipal Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, May~14, 1984 at 7:39 PM

Roll Call Present Gordon J. Kuzon, Mayor

Lawrence R. Brenton
Richard Gallagher
Michael Kibby
V. James Saia

Trustee~

Theresa L. Cummins, Village Clerk
Thomas V. Troy, Village Attorney
Phil Boudreau, Dept. of Public Works

Clerk: PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville will hold a pUbl~c hearing on Monday, May 14,
1984 at 7:35 PM in the Municipal Building, 5583 Main Street,
Williamsville, New York for the purpose of hearing all persons
interested in a proposed local law which would increase the
eaT~ing limits of Senior Citizens from $10,500 to $13,500 on a
sliding scale and still enable them to qualify for a Senior
Citizen exemption.

PUBLIC
HEARING

SENIOR
CITIZEN
EXEMPTIONS

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, it was moved
to open the public hearing at 7:39 PM.

Unanimously carried .

Mayor Kuzon:
Gallagher.

And I'll turn the public hearing over to Trustee

Trustee Gallagher: I think all of us recognize the impobtance
of this hearing and prior to accepting comments from anyone in
the audience I'd like to read correspondence from Jerome A.
Nirschel, who is Chairman of the Village Senior Citizens Committee.
The correspondence was directedl.~o Mayor Kuzon and the other
Trustees. (Trustee Gallagher read the correspondence, a copy
of which is attached.) Are there any comments from the audience?
Mr. Hill.

Mr. Richard Hill, 18 Brookside Drive:
the scale starts?

Is there a minimum where

Trustee Gallagher: The minimum?

Mr.Hill: Yes.

Trustee Gallagher: Yes. It's a range from $10,500 to $13,500.

Mr. Hill: .Thank you. That's all I wanted to know.

Trustee Kibb~: The first range is 0 to $10,500.

Trustee ~allagher: 0 to $10,500 to a maximum of $13,000 to $13,500 .
As the income nange increases the percent of tax exemption decreases.
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Minutes of the Public Hearing of the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville held in the Municipal Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, May l4, 1984 at 7:39 PM

Mr. Hill:
right?

Now I'm a little confused. You say $10,500 for a start,

Trustee Gallagher: o to $10,500 is the first range. PUBLIC
HEARING (Con' t:

Mr. Hill: Okay.

Trustee Gallagher: At that level there's a 50% ...
Senior Citizen

Exemptions

Mr. Hill: At $10,500 there's a 50% exemption?

Trustee Gallagher: Right.

Mr. Hill: Okay., That's all I wanted to know.

Trustee Gallagher: There are various intervals of $500 to a high
range of $13,000 to $13,500 with a 20% ...

Mr. Hill: But at $10,500 the Senior Citizens still get 50% off.

Trust~e Gallagher: Yes, sir.

Mr. Leonard 'Schal~m6 J, 128 0 akgrove Dr ive : Did you ge t my paper
I handed in this afternoon on the other side of the scale?

Clerk: No. (The paper was handed out.)

Mr.Sch-allmo>: I thought you'd have it at the meeting in the side
room.

Clerk: We didn't get to it.

Mr. 'Schaflmo: What about the people that don't earn very much?
I mean say you lived here a number[)of y~ars and you keep giving
these exemptions to the people that are 65 and older. It goes up
and up and~p. How about the p~ople thathhave been here and don't
earn that much and are not 65? So I brought up the other side
of the scale.

Trustee Gallagher: We appreciate this information.

Mr. Schallmo: Look at it and play around with it and see what
you come up with.

Trustee Gallagher: Sure.

Trustee Brenton: The law mandates the method of applying these
Sen ior C itiz ens dedu c ti'ons and I don't think there' $,'any gu idanc'e
within the law to do other than that. In other words, what I'm
saying is I don't think New York;;State has adopted any type of
tax abatement for other than Senior Citizens within these income
scales. So that while your point is well taken~ I think our hands
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Minutes of the Public Hearing of the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville hel~ in the Municipal Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, May 14, 1984 at 7:39 PM

would be tied and I defer to the attorney on that as to any attempt
to change it.

Mr. Troy: You're correct. Veterans. and Senior Citizens are essentially
th~ only ones included and we have to stay within the perimeters
that the State of New York or~iriance has established on~this. We
have no chOice. I m~an the ideal would be nobody would pay any
tax at all. But unfortunately, we can't do that.

Mr. Schallmo". Well what I ~,m basically driving at is that at $13,500
a person 65 years or older is earning $3,000 more and probably the

•most they're going to get off on their taxes in the Village here
~ould be approximately $40.00. What I]~ saying is why somebody
should earn another $3,000, they only benefit $40.00. Someb~dy
has to make that up. PUBLIC·

HEARING
{Con't}Mr. Troy: There is - it's a very good question. Privately I

thiBK there's no equity in taxes one way or another. I don't know
the answer. It's unfair on the face of it. All taxes are.

Mr. S.chalirrio What I'm basically driving at is the main criteria
for taxation should be how long a person lives here. For example~
my neighbor just passed away. 'Somebody 65 years or older all they
have to do is buy that hou~e from anywhere, live there two years
and they get their taxes cut in half. I got to live there another
8 or 9 years before I become eligible and Idon't think it's right .
I t:t'h.:ii1hk,u:[:c,tUCj.ill'yoIP'e,op·lre:who"',rare~,;,65oy,ear's,u.o'ld:asho'liJro(have ,Jritv;edhere
more than two years. I think that limit is just too small. But
again, that's what the state says, right? Senior Citizen

Trustee Gallagher: Correct. And we appreciate your comments.
other comments from the audience? Yes.

Any
Exemptions

Kristen Milbrath, Director of the Amherst Senior Center: m can
appreciate what this gentleman has said, but I think it's very
hard for many who are maybe unemployed to see that Senior Citizens
on the whole get quite a few breaks in some areas such as heat
energy assistance, Senior Citizens programs and a few additional
areas, but in their defense their medical expenses are about four
times that of anyone else in society. They are hanging on by
their fingernails because of inflation and their income. They
also are unemployed. This may be sai~ about the younger generation
too but the chances are that some people can have additional

'income and can 'seek other employment. But at the age of 60,
particularly when you're a widow in your 60's and 70's you're
having a rough go of it. I think that the compassion that the
community has shown in the past, the support,the interest
and the understanding. I would say the Village is full of many
Senior Citizens who are not living in large houses in the affluent
areas. There are many, many Senior Citizens in smaller homes,
who lived here in the Village before everyone else was here, when
it was exurbia, before it became suburbia and the pressures
of school ta·xes and of heating are felt., not because they're not felt
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SU'bject.: ,Sliding Scale T.ax Exemption for Village of
Williamsville Senior Citizens.

May 3, 198~ •

Mayor
Trust.ee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee

Gordon Kuzon ~
Lawrence. R. Brinton
Richard J. Gallagher
Michael W. Kibbey
V. James Sa:i.a

Gentlemen:
The Village of Williamsville Senior Citizens Advisory
Committee at.their regular scheduled April meeting, went
on record for the Village Boari adopting the new sliding
scale increased tax exemption for senior citizens.
I believe tha~ this is the first year that the Village
Board has been the last governing body in the Town of
Amherst t.oadopt.,the new exemption. The Town, as well as,
the three school districts have alreaay passed this new
tax exemption unanimously.
As for myself~.another commitmen~ will not permi~ me t~
attend ~e May l~th. meeting to expres~ my thoughts .
regarding the tax exemption. I hearuly entiorse this new
method of taxation, as well as the increase in "the
exemption.
I have the utmost.,faith in the Village ,Board passing this
new exemption unanimously, as they have always ~one in
the past.

~a7~~~(
I

I

/IChairma~ - Village Senior Citizens Comm.



Mayor Gordon Kuzon
,Village of Williamsville
558) Main street ,
Williamsville, New York

May 12, 1984

, ". .~ ':. ,>'

14221
.. ' 1"

Dear Gordon,
,' , I urge you and the members of our Village Board to

,institute the sliding scale for property tax exemptions
for those property owners over the age of 65 within our

i', ,. 'cpmmunity.
The current "all or nothing" rule hurts those on a low

.limited income. The sliding scale will allow recipients
, ~ocontinue to recei~e the exemption regardless of the
, small social security increase granted last year. The sliding

, scale, therelore,-would help to lessen the inequity
,that may occur when an elderly household's 50 percent ex~mp-
tion is entirely lost by virtue of ari increase in income that

.',. exceeds the maximum eligibility level'by a few dollars ••",'-',.' 'J.
, I'

Having worked closely with many of the elderly within
our community as coordinator of the Cluster Program. I can.

,attest to you that the use of thesli9ing scale will extend.
"a needed "helping hand"to some of our,elderly,.

, / '

Verytruly yours,
"b1~cic., k~e~ ,
'Mf~INA WOOLCOCK. '

67 Hirschfield Driye
Williamsville. N.Y 14221
6)4-3719

c/c
'Richard Gallagher.Liaison Senior Citizen Committee
Jerome Nirschel - Chairman Senior Citizen Committee

."., '

'\
I
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TOWN OF AMHERST
TOWN OF AMHERST SENIOR CENTERS

, - -: . ERIE COUNTY, NEW YORK - - -.' -. ,." -

I 30 NORTH UNION ROAD

WILLIAMSVILLE, NEW YORK 14221

716 - 631·5595

JOHN R SHARPE
SuperVisor

JOHN R SHEARER
Town Clerk March 20, 1984

Gordon Kuzon, Mayor
Village of Williamsville
5583 Main Street
Williamsville, NY 14221

Dear Gordon:

The Village has always been a -strong advocate for senior citizens, and I
applaud the many efforts which led to housing, recreation programs and
-"Nice Neighbor", support.

'."~, I

You raised the property tax exemption level to $10,500, and this step pro-
tected those with the greatest need.

Social Security has in many instances pushed these residents just over the
line to where they are no longer eligible, and consequently worse off than
whem their income was in the $9,200 to $10,500 range. Increased Medicare
and health costs, as well as utility costs have eroded the income and savings'
for thIS vulnerable home owner group. I recognize the high density of
senior citizens in the Village, and I can understand that you need an impact
study to see what the effect of a change wiII be before acting.

I do support a sliding scale, up to $13,500, as being fairer to everyone.
It may allow a number of residents the option to stay in thei r homes as long
as thei r health permits.

Another option might be the IIHome Equity Programll which provides income
for older citizens through their lifetime, and a guarantee that they can live
in their homes, rent free. If interested, DONNA GUILLAUME (892-2141),
would be able to supply details on the subject.

Sincerely,

~~
Kirsten M. Milbrath, Director

, Services for the Aging
Town of Amherst

KMMIjh

Ene.
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Minutes of the Public Hearing of the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville held in the Municipal Building,Williamsville, New
York on Monday, May 14, 1984 at 7:39 PM

by us - they are f~lt by you and me - it's very, very hard too,
again the middle generation putting their kids through school,
but on behalf o( the older generation where they can only look
forward to more instances of health costs which are enormous
and more probl~ms coping with inflation and holding onto their
home~. W~ don't have a lot of subsidized housing. For ten years
we fdught to get ·what we have ib tbe Village. They have a waiting
list of ~, 6, 7 years. Where are these homeowners going to go?
What I'm saying is if they don't get some breaks here and there
they have nowhere to go but institutions and we don't want to risk
that. They have lived here,contributing to the Village, spending
their maybe.sometime~ meager inco~e here in th~ Village, being
active - and again health permitting~ iri·the churches, in .
the community.' I think they have given the Village a great deal

thr.ough the years and I· implore you if you pass this it is well
deserved and, but again I understand the gentleman's objection.

PUBLIC
HEARING

Trustee. Gallagher:
Trustees?

Senior
Citizen

ExemptionsAny other comments? Any comments from the

MaY9,r _Kuz;on:.oI'd.a.)so like to ~a~ that I received two letters -
one from Kristen Milbrath, who is the.;jlUf~et<to'r0'[ tne limh'er-st
Senior Center who just spoke, and also one from Marina Woolcock
and I would add I'd like to give these to the Clerk so that she
can add them as part of the record. Both letters were in favor
of the proposed local law .

Trustee Gallagher: Any other comments? If not ...
ON MOTION by Trustee· Gallagher, seconded by Trustee Kibby, it
was moved to close the pUblic hearing at 7:48 PM.

Unanimously carried.

Theresa L. Cummins,
Village Clerk-Treasurer
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville held in the Municipal Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, May 14, 1984 at 7:35 PM

Roll Call .Gordon J. Kuzon, MayorPresent

Lawrence R. Brenton
Richard Gallagher Trustees
Michael Kibby
V. James Saia

Theresa L. Cummins, Village Clerk
ThomasV.Troy, Yillage Attorney
Phil Boudreau, Dept. of Public Works

May 0 r: K U z0 n;I call ed the me e tin g to order at 7: 3 5 PM.

Mayor Kuzon: The first item of business this evening is a
Proclamation proclaiming National Public Works Week and I'd
just like to take a moment and read it.

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS pUblic works services provided in our
community are an integral part of our citizens'
everyday lives; and

WHEREAS the support of an understanding and
informed citizenry is vital to the efficient
operation~of public works systems and programs
such as water, sewers, streets and highways,
public buildings, solid waste collection, and
snow removal, and

WHEREAS the health, safety and.comfort of this
community greatly depend on these facilities
and s~rvices, and

WHEREAS the quality and effectiveness of these
facilities, as well as their planning, design,
and construction are vitally dependent upon the
efforts and skill of public works officials, and

WHEREAS the efficiency of the qualified and
dedicated personnel who staff pUblic works
departments is materially influenced by the
people's attitude and understanding of the
importance of the work they perform,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Gordon
J. Kuzon, Mayor of the Village of Williamsville
do hereby proclaim May 20 - 26, 1984 as

"NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK"

in the Village of Williamsville, and call upon
all citizens and civic organizations to acquaint

-80-
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board Or Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville Jheld in the Municipal Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, May 14, 1984 at 7:35'PMJ!

themselves with the problems involved in pro-
viding our public works and to recognize the
contributions that public works officials make
everyday to our health, safety and comfort.

Mayo~i'Kuzon: And I'd like to presenttthat to our Superintendent
of Public Works, Mr. Boudreau,and he can hang it up ~n the garage
and maybe make copies.

Mr. Boudreau: Thank you.

Maynr Kuzon: Our next item of business is the approval of
minutes.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded b~ Trustee Saia, the minutes
of the regular meeting held April 23, 1984 were approved.

Unanimously carried.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, second~d by Trustee Saia, the minutes
of the public hearing held April 23, 1984 regarding changing the
name of a street on ,th~ official Village map werelapproved.

Unanimously carried .

Mayor Kuzon: Next on our agenda iS1ta public hearing regarding
Senior Citizens' exemption.

ON MOTION byM~yor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, it was moved
to open the public hearing at 7:39 PM. (The hearing was closed
at 7:48 PM.)

Unanimously carried.

Mayor Kuzon: Next on the agenda is my section and'I'd move
right into my resolutions. My first resolution is for vouchers
in the amount of $225,355.53. These vouchers cover a three-week
period from ~he"t~me,6fl~uria~t meeting until this evening.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded :by Trustee Brenton, vouchens
in the amount of $225,355~53 were approved as follows:

Payroll Fund $ 8,320.00.
5,152.17
5,252.17

W/E 4/27/84
W/E 5/4/84
W/E 5/11/84

Total Payroll Fund0 $ 18,724.34

(Continued on Next Page)
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Mayor Kuzon: Large vouchers went to the Erie County Water Authority,
Rapid Disposal, Herbert Darling and Samcost Construction.

Unanimously carried.

•• My second resolution this evening is one which will designate a
Village Historian. In the past Mary Jane Kibby w I think for
the last two or three years - has been our Village Historian.
We are making a change this year in that talking to the Historica~
Society trying to spread the burden so to speak. We found it is
an enormous job being Village Historian, and one which requires
more than one individual, and my second re~olution designates
the Historical Society as the official Village Historian so that
a number of people can share and divide the functions and the
resolution reads:

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Gallagher, the following
resolution, was adopted:

APPOINTMENT
RESOLVED that the Williamsville Historical
Society is hereby designated as the Village
Historian for the 1984-1985 official Village
year.

WMSVILLE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY AS

VILLAGE HISTORIAN
Unanimously carried.

And, of cour~e, we're deeply indebted to Mary Jane Kibby for her
volunteer service to the Village and we appreciate the work that
she did do as Village Historian, and we look forward to her
continuing in the Historical Society and making her contributions
there .• My third resolution is reappointments to our Historical Preservation
Committee.

-82-
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ON MOTION by Mayor Ku z0n, see 0n de d by T rus tee Kibby , the follow in is: ;
resolution was adopted:

APPOINTMENTS
RESOLVED that Gladys Weller, Carolyn Shrauger
and Chris Maraschiello are hereby appointed
to the Historical Preservation Committee until
the end of the 1985-1986 official Village year.

Historic
Preservation
Committee

Un~nimously carried.

My foubth resolution is the work of the Historical Preservation
Committee. It's been in existence now about a year. Their task
is to research and de~ignate local landmarks which have local
historical significance. One of the things, the first task
that they have done after organizing themselves, establishing
their own ctiteria, they have come to the point now where they
are ready to designate a local landmark and it's only appropriate
and somewhat ,obvious that this first local landmark be the
Williamsvill~ W~ter Mill. Many of you know already that the

'Mill has been designated by the Federal ,government and the'
State government as a historic landmar.k"and we're following suit
with our local Historical Preservation Committee and would like
to designate it locally. That would be consistent with what
the Federal gove~nment and State government have done, but we also
think that it's an obvious and appropriate place for us to start
our designation of landmarks. In accordance with the law, the
Historical Preservation Law, we will be ho~ding a public hearing
and my resolution calls for that public hearing. At the public
hearing theccommittee will be present and will present its findings
of fact to substantiate this designation and we'll have public
discussion on the motion. The resolution reads:

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Gallagher, the
following resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that the Village Clerk publish
notice of public hearing to be held by
the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville on June 11, 1984 at
7:30 p.m. for the purpose of designating
the Water Mill a:,local landmark as per
the Historical PresevvationCode.

PUBLISH NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING

Designate Water Mill
as Local Landmark

Unanimously carried.

I'd just add one footnote, that this is also even more' appro~riate
this year in that this year happens to be the 200th anniversary
of Jonas Williams' birth and there will be a small celebration
this summer in conjunction with Old Home Days, and since the
Water Mill was built by Jonas Williams we feel that the celebration
of the anniversary of his birth along with our designating the
Water Mill can be tied in nicely for a little ceremony this summer
around Old Home Days and that's why we'd like to do this and get it
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• designated before the summer by the end of June.

My fifth resolution is making appointments to the Village Meeting
House Committee.

ON MOTION~bY Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the following
resolution was adopted: APPOINTMENTS

RESOLVED that the following persons be
appointed to the Meeting House Committee
until the end of the 1984-1985 official
Village year:

Meeting House
Committee

William Bancroft
Gartley Weller
Jerome Nirschel
Paul Riedel
And a yet to be named representative

from the Historical Preservation Committee

Unanimously carried.

-.
In our last budget we had some money set aside for an architect,
a landscape architect, drawing some plans for the landscaping of
the front of the Meeting House. We have solicited quotes on that
plan and we have received four quotes, the lowest being Arbordale
Nursery for $1,847.00. My sixth resolution will award the land-
scaping plan as per the landscape architect to Arbordale Nursery
for that figure. They have informed me that they can be in there
within a matter of a week and finish the job within another five
to seven days and it would be -

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the following
resolution - -was adopted: CONTRACT AWARDED

RESOLVED that the Arbordale Nursery is hereby
appointed to perf,orm the landscaping work at
the Meeting House for $1,847.00 - per plans
drawn by Bob Kinkel.

Landscaping of
Village Meetin~

House

Unanimously carried.

I have some additional resolutions. Within the last month
Trustee Kibby sponsored a resolution authorizing the Village
Board to award the low bid for the upstairs renovation of the
Meeting House to Louddn Building Company out of Springville.
After that was done we found out, or were informed by our architect
and the builder that he had made a miscalculation in his bid of
the job,at ~which point w~ were obliged to go to the next>U)wlibidder,
which we did. We informed him that he was the then designated low
bidder at which point he reviewed his plans and he also found that
he made a miscalculation in his - one- thing leads to another -
in his bid documents. So at this point we feel it best to throw
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Minutes of the Regula~ Meeting,of the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville held in the Municipal BUildin~, Williamsville, New
York on'Monday, May 14, 1984 at 7:35 PM

• out the bids that we have received to date and start fresh and my
next series of resolutions do that. The first resolution reads:

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the following
res0lliut~on was adopted:

RESOLVED that resolution of April 23, 1984
awarding contract for renovation of Village
Meeting House to Loudpn Building Company,
Inc. for $12,469.00 is hereby rescinded due
to the fact they made a mathematical error
and asked to be relieved of low bidder status.

Unanimously carried.

Following that:

RESCIND RESOLUTION
OF Award of

Renovation of Meeting
House to Loudon
Building Co.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Saia, the following
resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that all sealed bids received
for the renovation of the Village Meeting
House on Apr.il 18, 1984 are hereby rejected.

Unanimously carried .

•
REJECT BIDS
Renovation of
Meeting House

And as I said,it's now our intention to readvertise for bids
for renovation of the upstairs of the Meeting House and hope
that, or not hope but plan on it being accomplished this summer.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the following
resolution was presented:

RESOLVED that the Village Clerk is hereby
authorized to readvertise for sealed bids
for the renovation of the Village Meeting
House. Bids to be opened on June 4, 1984
at 10:30 a.m. in the Village Clerk's Office,
5583 Main Street, Williamsville, New York.
The Clerk shall advertise for the bids in
the official Village newspaper at least
five days before the date on which the
bids are to be opened and upon opening
of the bids shall make a record by li~ting
the name and address of each bidder, the
amount of his bid, the nature and amount
of security furnished, and all alternate
bids and tradein allowance, if any~ and
present suc~'.records to the Boarid of Trustees
at the first regular or special meeting of
the Board following the opening of the bids .• Mayor Kuzon: On the question?

-85-
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Trustee Brenton: On the question, I neglected to bring this up
durin~ otir ~ork s~ssion prior to this Board meeting, however, the
reason that the successful low bidders were:.allowed to rescind their
bids is in effect because there was no performance bond. Now I
would assume that these people would all have their figures in
order this time around but I just wonder whether we should include
-that bid boqd requirement and I would, I think, ask that question
of the attorney. But I think from now on we should have the bid
bond requirement, but in thi~ particular in~tanee now what do you
,think?

Mr. Troy: In thi~ particular situation as long as there was no
bid bond there's no way we can really ...

Trustee Brenton: I know, but on this particular resolution right
now I'm asking on the question wh~ther or not we should have
requirements stipulated ~ithin the resolution that a bid bond be
included.

Mr. Troy:
however.

If you want my advice, yes. But it's up to the Board,

Mayor Kuzon: Well does that have to be written into the
resolution?

Mr. Troy: It should. It might be helpful and that anyffubther
.specifications are drawn, specs, will require that a bidder have an

appropriate:lbond which would be what, Terry? 5%?

Clerk: 5%.

Trustee Brenton: But does that incur;.a greater expense to the
Village?

Clerk: Well the expense is on the bidder.

Trustee Brenton: Right.

Mr. Troy:
expenses,

Except that he's going to calculate it into his
Terry.

Trustee Brenton: So then we ca'n amend this resdlutiol1tto include
that last sentence, something to the effect that a~~per the previous
specifications including ~,but to include a 5~ bid bond, somethin~
to that effect.

Mr. Troy: Bear in mind,however, Larry, that that expense will
be, he will factor that into his bid.One way or another it will come
back to the Village, the cost of that.

Trustee Brenton: Right. On that small of a project is it that big?

Mr. Troy: It's not that big.

-86-
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Trustee Brenton: Well that's why I phrased my question. I mean,
I assum~ by now they certainly 'are not going to make errors but we
could keep this up forever. I mean hey I made a mistake, you know,
£he price of nails went up since I put my bid in and I want to be
relieved and the next guy well it's the same thing with me', the
nails went up for me. It j~st would seem to me that we'd put this
thing into gear by doing this even though it does cost a little
money.

Mayor Kuzon: All right. Would you then like to offer the ...
Trustee Kibby: Why don't we amend it by "under the terms of the
standard biddirig resolution with the provision that a bid bond
be submitted with the bid". Is that ...

Mr. Troy: That's satisfactory.

Mayor Kuzon: Okay. We'll make that motion .
.!~

ON MOT10N by Trustee Kibby, seconded by .TrusteeBrenton, it was moved
to amend the ~receding resol~tion by the addition of "with the
provision that abid bond be submitted with the bid".

Unariimously carried.

.' ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, it was moved
to adopt ..the preceding resolution as amended.

'Unanimously carried.

"'.'"

Mayor Kuzon: My last resolution concerns an administrative
procedure and we had a situation in which a water meter was running
fast. It was tested by the Depabtmerit of Public Works Water
De par tmen t a,n"diwas deem ed t0 b e run n ing fa stan d we' rem akin g an
adjustment in the person's bill. There are additional circumstances
in this situation. I think the majority of the Board though feels
that it's the best that we can do at the present time, and it reads:

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, secondedbby Trustee Kibby, the foliliowing
resb}ut~on was adopted:

WATER DEPARTMENT
RESOLVED that the water bill for Anthonyu
Sardina, 188 Hirschfield Drive, be adjusted
by 6,000 gallons, or $12.36 because his meter
was running at 102%.

Adjustment
188 Hirschfield

Drive

Unanimously carried.

That concludes my portion of the agenda. Next is Trustee Kibby.

• Trustee Kibby: Thank you. The only thing that I have to report
is that we did meet a few weeks ago, the Trustees and three Boards
to whom I am liaison - Traffic and Safety, the Planning and
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Architectural Review, and the Board of Appeals - met with a codification
firm regarding recoding the Village codes. I have met with one
board - the Planning Board - and the minutes reflect that they are
unanimously in support1o'f our retaining the services of this particular,
of a codification firm~ I have yet to meet with Traffic and Safety,
that 'will be Wednesday night, .and I'll be in :touch with the people
on the :Board of Appeals.

My resolution tonight reads:

ON MOTION by Trustee Kibby, seconded by Trustee Saia, the following
resolution was adopted:

FENCE APPROVAL
RESOLVED that Tony Schueckler of 14 Garden
Parkway be permitted to erect a 6' fence
per the ,recommen~ation of the Planning Board.

Cormnercial Zone
14 Garden

Parkway
Trustee Kibby: The only reason we have this here is that any
time a fence goes up on what appears to be residential property,
but is in actuality commercially zoned property, that fence has
to be approved by the Board of Trustees upon evaluation, examination
and recommendation of the Planning Board ..

Unanimously carried.

• Thank you .

Mayor Kuzon: Thank you. Next is Trustee Saia~

Trustee Saia:L I've got a few resotilitions. I'll get those out of
the way first. My first resolution is - Mr. Nowak who lives
outside the Village is to be appointed to the Environmental
Advisory Council. The Environmental Council thought that this
person has some qualifications and that he could impart some of
his knowledge on the Environmental Advisory Council.

ON MOTION by Trustee Saia, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the following
resolution was adopted:

APPOINTMENT
RESOLVED that Leonard Nowak, 14 Harvard
Coutt, be appointed to the Environmental
Advisory Council until the end of the
1984-1~85 official Village year.

Environmental
Cormnittee

Unanimously carried.

Resolution Number 2:

ON MOTION by Trustee Saia, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the following
resolution was adopted:

• WHEREAS the Village of Williamsyille has
advertised for sealed bids for one Caterpillar
~930 Wheel Loader for the Department of Public
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Works, and

WHEREAS Syracuse Supply, 2140 Military Road,
Kenmore, New York submitted their low bid meeting
specifications.

CONTRACT
AWARDED

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Syracuse
Supply be awarded the contract for the purchase
of one Caterpillar #930 Wheel Loader for their
bid~of $45,900.00.

Caterpillar
f~930 Wheel

Loader

Mayor Kuzon: On the questilioh?

Trustee Brenton: On the question, Mr. Mayor. This particular
piece of equipment was originally sponsored, the request to purchase
it was sponsored by myself and in doing so at that particular time
we developed specifications which did direct the Village towardo
the purchase of a piece of equipment manufactured by the
Caterpillar Corporation. However, since that time - and at that
particular time I would also say, that this is verified by the
minutes, I expressed concern that this would be broadcast as far
as possible, the need for this particular piece of equipment, and
its specifications, with the probable understanding that it would
be a Caterpillar piece of equipment, but, however, that there would
be other bids f~om other Caterpillar dealers within the State of
New York ot·even further and thus we might be able to arrive at a
competitive price. But I have since found out that, at least I'm
led to believe that :in~fact it would be very difficult for someone
else to come into this particular territory and sell a Caterpillar
piece of equipment, or for that matter a Case piece of equipment,
etc .. By someone else I mean some rival dealer. So that Ijf:hrid
myself uncomfortable with the fact that having been assured we
w~re going about it'.in the most democratic way possible and still
arrive at a piece of equipment that we felt we needed, I am now
uncomfortable that Syracuse Supply is the only Caterpillar dealer
that has submitted a bid for this piece of equipment. Also, I am
uncomfortable with the fact that if we would accept it we would
be purchasing a piece of equipment that is more than likely a superior
piece of equipment, however, is approximately a little less than
$10,000 more than the lowest bidder. That lowest bidder was the
Case Manufacturing Company.

We've'.had input from the Superintendent of Public Works regarding
this particular piece of equipment and it is his position, and I
believe this is also supported by Trusee Saia, that to buy the
Case piece of equipment would not be in the best service of the
Village because of possible non-conformance with specs that Case
would be guilty of, but I happen to think Caterpillar itself does
not meet their own specs and~n regards to the equipment itself,
the Case piece of equipment)-I have no knowledge of how this
piece of equipment performs- but the engine on the Case is larger,
the bucket on the Case is smaller but only by a quarter of a yard
smaller~ Break-off force, things like that, Case is superior and
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then there's other things that Caterpillar is superior to Case.
It should be noted also that we have one other bid regariliing
this piece of equipment and that was from the Deere Cqr,p.9ration
which was: approximately $1,000 cheaper than the Caterpillar piece
of equipment. So that in my mind,although I realize and am aware
of where the direction is here that in order to purchase a piece
of equipment that you feel is the best you have to go about it
in this manner,I am uncomfortable with. For those reasons I
would vote no on this issue and that is all I have to say.

Mayor Kuzon: Okay. Anything else on the question? Could we
have a rollcall then please.

Vote on Roll Call: Trustee Gallagher - yes
Trustee Kibby - yes
Trustee Brenton - no
Trustee Saia yes
Mayor Kuzon - I'd just like to echo

Trustee Brenton's comments that I was really disappointed myself
that we only received one bid from a Cat dealer. However, that
has been discussed in~o~k"~ession. Even though the explanation
is obviously reasonable it-is not one which I totally accept but
that's a fact of rife on~th~t. I'm also a little bit upset about
the price difference bet~een the high and the low bidder but when
it comes right down to it I haven't heard anyone say that Cat is
not the machine that we want, in other words we do want the Cat
and I, think for that reason I'm going to vote yes.

)

Yes - 4; Noes - 1.

Carried.

Trustee Saia: My next resolution -

ON MOTION by Trustee Saia, seconded by Trustee Gallagher, the
following resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that Sharon Bidwell, 127 Columbia
Drive, is hereby appointed to the Youth and
Recreation Committee until the end of the
1984-1985 official Village year.

APPOINTMENT
Youth and ,,('

Recreation
Committee

Unanimously carried.

I a1soh av e a new me m be r for my You th Boa rd and I' 11 ','subm i t that
next time, and that brings up a report on my Youth Board. As every-
body knows I'm pretty proud of that Youth Board. I think the Village
has gained much by having an active Youth Board in this Village. .
I'm awful happy to announce that the Town of Amherst Youth Board
has now, in conjunction with the Williamsville;Youth Board, have
been working on a program that's going to take place between
July 23rd and August 31st in the Viilage. It's very important
to people who have children here. In the past it seems like the
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Amherst Youth Board, of which we have a station right here on
Cayuga Road where the youngsters meet, it's been kind of geared
to the older youth, you know 14, 15, 16 that's old, but the
younger youth, pre-teens, have been kind of neglected and 'our
Youth Board has tried to fill in that gap of the adolescent to
the teen youth and I think they've done a marvelous job. Now
I'm informed there's going on right now, and I'm sure you'll
hear about it and read about it in the paper, a program that
with the help of the Glen Park Joint Committee and the Village
Island Park that we're going to have an ongoing program from
U6~y 23rd to August 31st and we even have an offer from the Amherst
Recreational Department of some situation where we might have them
involved with the youth in this area. So I'm elated by that. We're
finally getting some place that we're going to get the youth
from the Town to come into the Village and have a program that
will benefit our Village youth. Also we're going to use the nature
hut at Glen Park frequently I hope.

,I also, on the Youth Committee, the planters tha~ the Youth Board
have offered to the merchants on Main Street are available to be
put out the first part of June and I think you're all going to
be pleasantly surprised because I think there's going to be
roughly between 38 to 40 planters out on the street and the Youth
Board not only takes care of the youth but they're trying to
raise some money in order to perpetuate the beauty of the
Village and at the same time help the youth. I must remind you
of this - there is no cost to the taxpayers .. It is self-replenishing.
The businessmen pay· to have these planters in front of their
establishments and one of our local businessmen got four of them
to put in front of his place. So he thinks a lot of the beauty
of the Village.·

The· other thing I've got to say and I don't see it on my report
and I don't see it mentioned and majbe I overlooked it, but I
asked the question of the railroad, if the money was, if the deposit
was given, or if the downpayment and it has' been given. So I
imagine that'we're working ourself into the railroad so that we
will have it. That's the end of my report.

Mayor Kuzon: Next is Trustee Brenton.Thank you.

Trustee Brenton: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. For my report tonight I
would report that we had a bid opening today and a surprise
result of that bid opening, which pert~ins to Phase II of our
Sanitary Sewer Rehab Progam, was that the low bidder was
M. C. Morgan Company - I don't have it in front of me - but if
I remember-correctly it was $198,000.

Clerk: $198,900.

Trustee Brenton: $198,900, and that was considerably lower than
had been anticipated and it was also lower, much lower than the
next low bid and I would emphasize that the M. C. Morgan Company
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is the apparent low bidder at this stage of the game because the
engineering firm has to go through their bid documents, etc. and
determine that they indeed are, but it is anticipated that by
tomorrow this information will be at our hand and then we should
be pursuing this situation and I'm happy to report that it~s~
finally gotten off the ground. And I would also emphasize we're
happy to report that it came in at such a low figure because we
are responsible for 25% of those monies and the Federal government,
as you no doubt know, reimburses us through the State of New York
for the other 75%.

For my resolutions, my first resolution when I first read it I was
a little bit apprehensive because itllooked like an escalation and
I immediatelYJ;l not having read it very well, referred it to the
Clerk and she indicated that no it wasn't an escalation. In fact
the change order regarding the Reist, Spring and Grove Street
water main is to allow for an actual lower price of almost, well
greater than $9,000. And the primary reason that this'is lower
and thus we have to have a change orde~, is that there was no
rock excavation necessary in this contract and that had been
projected at $6,300, and then' there were other areas that the
contract was lower in price, so that the final comes in at
$40,492.64. The resolution reads as follows:

ON MOTION by Trustee Brenton, seconded by Trustee Gallagher, the
following resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that the Mayor is hereby authorized
to sign Change Order #4 for Reist, Spring and
Grove Street watermains which':\resulted in
a net decrease in the contract from $49,732.24
to $40,492.64.

REIST, SPRING &
GROVE WATERLINE

Change Order 4;4
Approved

Unanim00siliy carried.

Resolution number 2 deals with something I wonder about every
once in awhile because I know we're appointing new members of the
Fire Depabtment and it doesn't seem that the Village is acting
on it. Apparently I don't have any fears because Chief Andrews
is here with a resolution to appoint three new members to our
volunteer Hutchinson Hose Company. The resolution reads as
follows:

ON MOTION by Trustee Brenton, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the
following resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that the Village Board sitting
as Board of Fire Commissioners and acting
upon recommendation of the Re~iew Board
of Hutchinson Hose Company does appoint

FIRE DEPARTMENT~
Appointments as

Firemen
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the following as firemen in the Williamsville
Fire Department:

Richard Maddig-an
Timothy Kuzon
Mark Kardaman

15 Garden Parkway
56 S. Union Road
105 Brookdale Drive

Unanimously carried.

And resolutions number 3, 4 and 5 - if you have them on your
agenda - as well as 4 twice, anyway two fours and a 3 and 5 are
negated by the decision of the Board to accept the low bid, or
rather the high bid for the Caterpillar tractor. So these
resolutions will be stricken and they willnnot be acted upon
and that's all I have, Mr. Mayor, thank you.

Mayor Kuzon: Next is Trustee Gallagher.Thank you.

Trustee Gallagher: I have only one item to report. That is that
the program coordinator for Senior Citizens in the Jillage - Mary
Jane Eckert - has resigned her position and all the classes, etc.
~ill run through June 30th. The Village S~nior Citizens Committee
in the next couple of months will be evaluating the program, '
assessing the needs of the program, including another coordinator,
and will have more to report on that in the next few meetings .

Mayor Kuzon: Thank you. Next,: then would be our Superintendent
of Public Works, Mr. Boudreau.

Mr. Boudreau: Under the heading of Storm Drainage - A number of
storm drainage receivers are deteriorating or collapsing on Village
streets. Age and a severe, deep winter are contrllibuting factors.
D.P.W. crews have been busy rebuilding and 'replacing collapsed
receivers this spring and will continue with this work. The heavy
continuous rains occurring this spring- have caused three separate
high water surges in the Village FilioodChannel. D.P.W. crews
have been controlling the water level in the channel at the dam
spillway.

~treet Sweeping: The Village street sweeper has been out working
on streets this past month. This past severe winter has left
considerable debris on the streets. As of April 30th all Village
streets - that's 64 lane miles - have been swept clean.

Under the heading of Parks - This past few weeks considerable
damage was done by vandals to the Gazebo in Garrison Park. Repair
of said damage required three men, three days from the D.P.W.
In addition to repairs, four overhead lights were installed in
the Gazebo to hopefully deter further vandalism.

Under the heading of Trash Pick-Up - Annual trash pick-up week
was just completed this past week. DVP.W. crews were active
on Village streets Monday thru Friday, and all Village streets
were swept clear of trash at the curb. A new summer trash pick-up
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schedule has been published and is available at the counter in the
Village Clerk's Office, showing:

Date of metal and heavy trash pick-up and
the rules for same.
Heavy trash pick-up will be the third Thursday
of eath month. Residents are to call 632-4120
or 632-5009 for trash pick-ups.

Residents are reminded that loose piles of leaves, rakings, etc.
may be piled at edge of street during the months of October and
November only.

And I have one final thing,to add and that is the Main-Garrison
overhead sign is up, complete and in place. That's the end of
my report.

Mayor Kuzon: Thank you.

Trustee Saia: Mr. Mayor.

Mayor Kuzon: Sure.

Trustee Saia: Can I say something about the Depabtment of Public
Works. I!te2beenkeeping close track for the past week at the
Village Clerk's Office and I've asked the people that work
there about the complaints that are coming in. I'd like to report
that thec:co~pilia&nts have been very minimal. In fact, you couldn't
count them on one hand in regards to the trash and the spring
clean-up that happened this last week. You people going down the
streets notice that the stuff was picked ~p pretty fast on the
streets and the fellows did a nice job and it took all their
efforts and the whole crew was out there and I think they did a
nice job and Mr. Boudreau ought to be complimented on it. It
was very well handled and I'm sure you'll agree w~thjmee

Mayor Kuzon: Mrs. Babin.

Mrs. Loretta Babin, 56 Spring St.: At the Cobbler Shop the
debris is not at the street edge but there is a pile that's
sitting up against the garage. That's all we need is another
cigarette and another fire. So who is responsible for that?
The people that own the building?

Mr. Boudreau: Yes. That is overhaul from the fire, I believe,
and that would be the owners of that building.

Mrs. Babin: Yes.'. Anybody that passes by could start another
bonfire with part of the debris that's laying there and it~s
been there since what? The Friday before Easter. And I realize
thestuff~in their yard is not accessible for somebody to start
a fire, to thr-ow something on it, but this right at the sidewalk
1eve 1 her e is. IIi vet 0 0 c10 se to the r e . .Sol jus t wan t ed t0

knoW who was responsible •
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,.Ii Mr. Boudreau: I'll look:;.:into it for you.

ON MOTION by Trustee Kibby, seconded by Mayor Kuzon, it was moved
to suspend the rules for public participation.

" .
Unanimously carried.

Mayor Kuzon: Anyone in the audience? Rick, our Fire Chief
Rick Andrews.

Fire Chief Rick Andrews: I'd like to cover a couple of things.
I can't make the meeting afterward here so I'd like to speak to
the Boand regarding a couple(lof;;things that came up tonight. One
is the bids for the Meeting House and I'll address this to
Trustee Kibby. And I'd like to ask that now that the bids are
thrown out and you're going toccome back with new bids that
your fire protection would be - not that they're thrown out
but you're going to start the bid process again - that you
would cons~der that fire protection that I'm asking you for
that you have agreed to go along with,that you would consider
putting that all in one package.

':'

Trustee Kibby: Well I ·thought we talked about that, Rick, and
I did talk to the architect about that and Phil also, and we just
thought between the:four of us,decided we were better off having
someone else do that in conjunction with the work. It will get
done.• Chief Andrews: Irregardless,I guess the fact is I thought it
would be convenient and maybe even. cheaper to have it done if it
were included in the bid process. 'I'm not telling you how to
do it. I'd just like to see it done.

Trustee Kibby : Well IdH dn!:t ask him to alter the plans because
I felt we had decided to go with this and I don't feel I can go
back now and alter the plans.

Chief Andrews: You don't think it will ho}d up the whole
project?

Trustee Kibby: No, I don't.

Chief Andrews: I mean you've given me your word you're going
to put something in.

Trustee:Kibby: Yes.

Chief Andrews: Okay. Very good. The other thing was concenBlng
(Trustee Brenton's first resolution. I'd like to ask the Board,

and I haven't mentioned this before, we have been out testing
the new hydrant and the new water line down on the Grove Street,
Glen Avenue, Reist Street area and preliminary tests - and by no
meanS professional or conclusive - we have found that the water•
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doesn't appear to be much better than it was originally and what
Our feelings are is that we're being held up on that one end where
the 3" tap was made. We feel that, and this is from people that
have been in the business for awhile and speaking to our own people
in the department and those who have done this test a considerable
amount of times, we would like to see some of that money - by no
means is it anywhere near $9,000, I think the present figu~e is
$1,200 that is thrown around - to tap f~om the end of Grove St.
across Glen Avenue into the 8" line and I feel with the work being
done on Howard Avenue that this who~e thing together would feed the
other. And I'd like to see that looked into.

Trustee Brenton: Well just to answer that concern, and I have
looked into it and discussed it with Superintendent Boudceau,
and I'm not sure that you will be getting, you know, any greater
flows there. However, it is our intention to try to work this
into the Howard Avenue water line but the one thing you do have ts
a functioning hydrant in the belly of an area that was unprotected
prev'ious to the wa te r 1ine re cons truc t ion. However,' we do, we have
discussed it and we're going to attempt to have this included as
an extra either through the cont~attor for the Howard water line
or perhaps even have the contractor who did the Reist-Grove area
back in and do that for us.

Chief Andrews: Just to clarify it for the public is that
nei~her Trustee Brenton nor Superintendent Boudreau nor the
engineer that designed it knew at the time that the line that
we were going to tap into was going to be 4". It was a 4" line.
No one knew that. It wasi"r'lton the map, it didn't show, and
that's where the problem was. So I~d appreciate it if you
could look into that and try to resolve that as best we can. I
guess that's all I have, Mayor.

Mayor Kuzon: Thank you.

Mr. Boudreau: Could I ask a question of the Chief?

Mayor Kuzon: Sure.

Mr. Boudreau: On this hydrant what was the flow, and the ...

Chief Andrews: I'll have to get together with you, Phil.
We have the figures. As I said it's not by any means conclusive
at this time and it's not a complete test. It's not done
completely like~the code books say but if we did sit down
and do it I'm sure we wouldn't find much more. But I'll
talk to you privately about that.

Mayor Kuzon: Thank ypu. Anyone else? Mr. Hill.

Ri~hard Hill, 18 Brookside Drive: I'd like to direct this to the
Department of Public Works. Have you heard anything about repaving
Garrispn by the County?
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• Mr. Boudreau: Not this year, no.
backed:,away.

Last year I did and then they

Mr. Hill: I understand they backed away but that leads to the next
question. We have the signs up. Can we still get the arrows and
line marking on the street?

Mr. Boudreau: We can put the marks back down again but if they're
going to repave it ...

Mr. Hill: Well that's why I asked about repaving. I understood -
I don't know - they backed away from it but I just wondered if you
had heard anything on it.

Mr. Boudreau: No, I haven't. I can give the County a call and
see what their intentions are.

Mr. Hill: Will you let me know?

Mr. Boudreau: Yes, I will.

Mr. Hill: Okay. Thank you.

Trustee Kibby: Mr. Hill, our Traffic and Safety meeting is at
7:00 p.m., not 7:30 p.m. - am I correct?

• Mr. Hill: Yes, 7:00 p.m.

Mayor Kuzon: Anyone else? Chief.

Chief Andrews: Yeah, Dick just i:nemindeame of something. Has the
Village and Phil specifically, have you heard anything about the
Wehrle Drive bridge being closed?

'Mr. Boudreau: That bridge is the second of the two that are
going to be replaced.

Trustee Saia: They're doing the one on Youngs Road right now.

Chief Andrews: Is it coming up quick?

Trustee Brenton: Next year.

Chief Andrews: Okay, next year. Because I had heard it was this
year and we were never notified one way or the other on it. Aero
Drive, it's a long haul for us to get around. But if it's next year,
I'm sure ...

Trustee Saia: They're doing the one on Young's Road near Ae~o
Drive now and that will be completed in September. So I imagine
the other one will be the following spring .•
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Chief Andrews: Right.

Mr. Hill: You heard September? The County told me November.

Mayor Kuzon: Mr. Sandburg.

Douglas Sandburg, 81 Mill Street: I was wondering what the present
status of the Conrail property is, if you've taken any stances one
way or another or like to make any pUblic comment on that.

Mayor Kuzon: Well as you're very well aware - you were at our last
meeting - we did discuss it at length April 23rd. 10dontt have
my notes in front of me but if I can recall correctly we did
decide a few things. The~Board is, or does have the intention
of offering for sale a portion of the property, has the additional
intention of developing a portion of the property for public use
which would be basically a continuous strip- from S. Union Road
to S. Cayuga Street. That strip could be used as bike paths,
nature trails, whatever is appropriate at this point and also
as we stated earlier, I think we have the intention of
establishing ailbil:ueprint for the development and~:_improvement
of that area. That's basically it.

Mr. Sandburg: What I understand then is you say the Board's
inteBtion at this time is to sell part of that property. May
I ask each of the'Boarid members if they've taken the time to
get out and look at the property to understand what they're
actually working with? CONRAIL

PROPERTY
DISCUSSIONMayor Kuzon: I would answer yes.

Mr. Sandburg: May I ask Trustee Kibby?

Trustee Kibby:
night.

Yes, about seven or ei~ht times inclUding last

Mr. Sandburg: Very good~ I know that - Trustee Gallagher also?

Trustee Galiagher: Yes, sir.

Mr. Sandburg: All right. Trustee Brenton too?

T~tlstee Bren ton: Certainly.

Mr. Sandburg: I can answerc for Trustee Saia that I know he has
because I went through it with him. The reason I bring that up
is I wonder if it still makes sense after you've gone down there
and looked at it to sell part of it because I think part of the
proposal that was made - which:.I understand now is not necessarily
a relevant one,but a proposal was made by:Clnternational Chimney
that they wanted to buy the property between Long St. and Union
and also part of the property on the opposite side of Long st. and
in turn they're going to give ~jright-of-way and the right-ofaway

-98-



•

•

•

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board" of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville held in the Municipal Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, May 14, 1984 at 7:35 PM

if you notice on that, portions of it between S. Long and S. Union
would be almost useless. In fact, that happens to be a creek
bed and I wonder, you know, how you, how a right-of-way in there
makes any sense to have usable property. For instance, for a bike
path.

Mayor Kuzon: The only thing that I can say is that I don't see
that it's International Chimney's perogative to give the Village
a right-of-way. The Village owns the property. So if the Village
sells part of it they will sell a portion which will, in otner
words, not harm or endanger or threaten what the \Village plans to
do with the majority of the property for public use.

Trustee Kibby: It's our property. We'll sell the property we
would like to sell and retain that property we need to retain
for purposes that have yet to be ironed out.

Mr. Sandburg: May I ask how you plan to come to a decision
of what you'd like to see that property used for?

discussion
of Conrail
Property (Con't;

Mayor Kuzon: TheoVillagel's - what's going to be left?

Mr. Sandburg: 'Right.

Mayor Kuzon: Well first of all, the Village is in the process
of getting quotes on a survey and I think we n~ed to have the
survey to know exactly the dimensions and layout of the property
and then we can go from there to determine the best" public use.
I'll give you some information and it~§~ very premature. I've
sent away for information on something called a Par Course, which
is a series of exercise stations . Now as I said this is'";very
premature. It mayor may not be suitable for th~t propeity and that
is something that I would like to see there. The rest of the
Board has other ideas.

Trustee Kibby: They have talked about a number of ideas and different
kinds of approaches and one is a committee, one is an expert, o~e
is ourselves. It hasn't been hammered out yet. It probably won't
be hammered out tonight with the rest of the working agenda.

Mr. Sandburg: Trustee;<Kibby, I believe your';comments were in
your working session that you were notiin need of a committee
to tell you how to use the park. Is that true?

Trus~ee Kibby: How to develop this property - as a matter of
fact, you misunderstood me completely. I'm sorry if I misspoke
so that you didn't understand me, but I was perfectly clear
that I don't know how to design the park and I said that time
and.time again that I ~onot know how to design a park.

Mr. Sandburg: Assuming that's what it might be. From what I gather
from what you told me at the moment you haven't decided what it
should be. Is that true?
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Trustee Kibby: What kind of public facility? Well that's probably
true. I have some ideas of my own but there are five of us and
I certainly, even with those ideas I certainly wouldn't go to the
paper with them. I don't know how to design a public facility.
That's not my business.

Mr. Sandburg: May I ask you though publicly why you would sell
a portion of it.

Trustee Kibby: Money.
Discussion of
·Conrail Property

(Con't)
Can you put that in a context other thanMr. Sandburg: Why money?

one word?

Trustee Kibby: To recoup part of the $87,000, $85;000, $83,000 of
the cost because I think that we can - I think, if you're asking
me, I think we can develop the kind of public facility and the
access to·the· larger public facility that is back th~re on 25', 35',
45', 55' as well as we can 100'. Okay? I think we need some sort
of avenue. How wide it should be - you were at the meeting last
week which you were - I haven't any idea whether a bike path, a
recreational strolling area, a conservation walk area, whatever
it is, I haven't any idea whether we should have that, which
of those we .should have or how wide it should be. That is something
I think we need some advice about. But on the other hand, I'm
pretty well sure having been on a number of those paths, three
or four of them between here and Akron, a couple of them between
here and Tonawanda Creek, that 100' wide isnot necessary.

Mr. Sandburg: This is why, you know, given your comments and also
the Mayor's comments I wonder why you're so opposed to having a
committee look at it before you decide to sell part of it
because youudon't seem at this time to have concrete answers
to what it ought to be used for. You don't p&ttY9urselves
as authoritie~ in that position of knowing what it ought to be
used for. Then I ask~: why are you so opposed to allow appointing
a committee to look at it.

T rus te e Kibby: I 'I)1 '1 pro bab1Y go in g to be pub 1ic1Y quo tedon i .'\t h 1: ~ ,
publicly slammed on this, and you think if you can turn to just
any other group of residents they're going to have any more expertise,
any more knowledge on this. If you're asking me, you heard me say
that I think we should either contact someone in the Town who does
work in parks or we ought to contact someone in the designing of
parks. As,.\amatter of fact, if you attended you ,heard me say,
name a couple of names, that I thought we might want to get. I said
point blank that I don't think I should ask a businessman, an
accountant, and a lawyer, and a housewife what we should do about
park back there. The Boarld can decide\ that just as well as any
other ordinary group in the community but when we go to design it
we need'expert advice. Not the advice of a lawyer, accountant ...
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Mr. Sandburg: In other words, well I should hope you'd design
something prior to selling something.

Trustee Kibby: We'll talk about it. I can't decide for five
people. You're asking one person and you're getting one
person's view, one person's view at this moment which has changed
somewhat over the last year and a half via discussions and I hope
will change somewhat in the next months as we discuss it. I've
been called hardheaded a number of times. I hope I've not been§
terribly hardheaded on this. I have done some shifting on this
one. I intend to probably do some more shifting. Where, how,
when and why I:don't know. I'm just open to it and to a variety
of ideas.

Mr. Sandburg: I'll ask Trustee Brenton a question. Why0he
we ought to sell the property prior to determining its use
I 'know you happen to be in favor of selling the property.

Discussion of
believes
because

Conrail
Property

<Con't}Trustee Brenton: Yes, it certainly is and of course, you're aware
of that and of cour.se, I've made my feelings known all during the
procedure of purchasing this property because I happen to really
be aware of wh~t it takes. You're looking at it from a $80,000
viewpoint, you're trying to object, can't we afford $80,00Q to
add another park. I really, I wish ,I could agree with you but
in the first place Iddon't agree,as Trustee Kibby pointed out, it doesn't

.,makes a great deal of difference whether it's 100' wide, or 35' wide.
I think we can accommodate it on 25' very easily what we intend
to do and that is open up two acres of present park that we now
own, but is totally unrelated to the railroad property. In order
to develop these properties it takes money and this is where we're
at as far as the Village of Williamsville is concerned. We're at
the second lowest tax rate in Erie County and it happens to be one
of the promises I made when I ran originally for election that
I~~~illd.~~htinue to try to find ways to in effect have your cake
and eat it, if you want to call it that. A good quality of life
within the Village but not an overly expensive one. So that the
bottom line here is I feel we can accommodat~ the needs of what
the people desire in that particular area and also recapture some
of the money ,that will be spent for that particular property and .
recaptur~Bg we can also have greater funding to develop the areas
that will then need to be developed. But to sit here and say look
you've got to have allOO' swatch and call it park and it has to
be 100' I can't agree with that. It's just philosophically against
my very nature to in effect waste property. And bear in mind that
by acquiring the property and rezoning the Long st. area is the
long range intention of the Village Board to improve an eyesor.e
within the Village. You indicated Internattilinai.~Chimney. I don't
think we have a commitment to sell anything to any jone individual
at this time. So we really don't know what's going to happen there
but we have a very saleable pi~e o~ pro~erty particularly on Long
St. and I think it would be a disservice to the citizenry to in
effect allow that property to remain in a non-taxable state •
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Mr. Sandburg: Inobther words, what you're telling, what youl~e
saying is you believe you know what the property should be used
for at this time because you only need "X" number of feet to open
up the property the Village presently owns. But you know in some
respects I think maybe the citizenry of the Village might have
been slightly deceived in what they voted for and what they're
going to get and I think, and I found it out by just I riding
around on a bike and talking to-a few people and finding out from
them that what they thought they voted for was property they
figured the Village was going to keep. The point is they were

'willing to put out to keep it and so this is why Iwworider if
necessarily what you're saying was actually in the minds of the
people who elected you and that you'~e \ representLng.

Discussion
of the

Conrail
Property
(Con't)

Trustee Brenton: But then it's what I said exactly before the
people voted on the issue so that to make that point very clear
I have not been devious. I have said this all along and so have
other members of this~Boarid, and these people that voted to
purchase this property, many of whom I have t~lked to when I've
been riding around on my bike and they feel that we should sell
some of this property. So that I don't want to get into that
type of an argument of who ta~ked to who. But I am elected to
represent the Village the way;I see fit.

Mayor Kuzon: Just a question in response, Mr. Sandburg. What's
if I might ask - what's your proposal for this property so that

• we might know your feelings?

Mr. Sandburg: What are~my feelings about the property?

•
......

Mayor Kuzon: What do you think the best use would be?

Mr. Sandburg: What it's best use would be. I think in keeping
with what the Village really wants, you know, what they think
the best use for the people here. Looking at it' I think some of the
things, Mayor, that you spoke of would be very befitting of it,
having some type of exercise thing. I should hope that there's
a possibility, and I don't know where this will go one way or another,
that the Town might pick up property going down through that
it might tie to so that you could have a bicycle path all the way
from the'V illage down to abou t She rid an. I th ink tha t woul d be
excellent.. But for me to stand here and tell you exactly what,
I haven't taken let's say, you know, taken hours and hours of time
either to look at, you know, what I think it ought to be but I think
to start with though I \do~tt believe there is a great hurry to
sell land and that's what I can't understand, the reluctance of
the Trustees to appoint a committee to look at it. Maybe whatever·
they develop isn't worth anything but I Ido~.'.t.see where the time
pressure is upon you due to the fact now I believe you have three
leases, or will. once you take the property or acquire the property _
I don't know if you have or not - but you'll have leases on that
property that will adeqqately fund that bond for a period of time
and, therefore, I don't see what the nature of having to worry
about selling it off right away is. Therefore, I say why not allow
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somebody to 1bok at it, say you know Trustees we'll take the time
to do it. You obviously are very busy and this is only one small
thing in the Village. Therefore, we'll help you out. We're w~lling
to do it fcee. And that's what I'd like to seerldone. CONRAIL

Mayor Kuzon: Just one additional quest&on. Do you support selling
a portion of it tcr reduce the burden to the taxpayers?

Mr. Sandburg: At the moment I don't think it would really be
that. Right now no. Looking at it no. I would not. I would
not be in favor of selling any of it and tfie reason as I've
said before, I don't think it will cost us anything to 'hold onto
it for a couple of years.

PROPERTY
Discussion

(Con It)

Mayor Kuzon:
Mr. Hill.

Thank you. We appreciate your views.Okay.

Mr. Hill: I want to carry that a little bit further. It amazes
me to sit here and hear the Trustees say when we sell it, as if
the decision's already made that we're going to sell it. I've
heard that two or three times tonight from a couple of the
Trustees - when we sell it. Now I've got to go along with the
gentleman back here that there's no big rush for it. Now the same
thing took place down at the park, "'Glen Park. We were told time
and time again the Village people wouldn't go for it. We took it
to the Village people, the park is there. Now you're saying here,
now, that you know exactly what the majority of the people in the
Village of Williamsville think~ I'm saying I don't think
you want to know what they're thinking. I think you're anxious
to sell it before the people have a chance to really get into it
and make a study of it. At this point Iddod't know whether we should
sell any of it or not. Maybe we should. I don't know that. I'd
like to see a study of it'made before the decision is to rush out
and sell it. The next question I want to ask about, the only
name I hear th~t's interested in buying it is International
Chimney. 11 VB I heard pe9ple up here from time to time
f rom that are a 'asking the pe0pIe tor eall y he 1p the m get In tern a tion a1
Chimney to clean up their act. Nothing has ever been done about
it. Now you're telling me if you give them more property then
you'll clean them up. If'you can't clean them up now how are you
going to clean them up when you add to it?

Trustee Brenton: By rezoning the property, as has been explained
here many times. We will rezone the property. They will not be
able to function on a manufacturing basis there. We've explained
that many times. So that it will be rezoned com~ercial and they will
have to go into an office type of situation or something similar
to that and they won't have those big machines there or piles of
metals on the property east of Long St. What they have on their
own property we have no control over other than to make sure
that they attempt to keep it clean.

• Mr. Hi J: U Well I to u red u.p the rea t Lon g st. be cau s e I he ard the se
people complain and I wanted to know what they were complaining
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about arid.o~'Ehe_east,..ofS; LOJ;lg,\. which you say is not manufacturing,
I saw heavy equipment 'and I ~aw piles of timber, scrap, junk
laying there and it looked like the devil and it had been laying
the re ','f, 0 r .'week san d I' don' t know ifit's still the reo r not but if
that is not manufacturing right now why hasn't that been cleaned
up by now.

Trustee Brenton: It is manufacturing, the east side is manufacturing.
We will rezone it and it will no longer be manufacturing and they
won't be able to participate in that type of activity, whoever
they might be and I want to emphasize that because there might
be,.\S0m eon e else that comes in here that might wan t to pay a
greater price.

Mr. Hill: That's a down zoning. I've heard it said right here
by the attorney that you can't down zone the property. Is that
right?

CONRAIL
PROPERTY
DISCUSSIOli

(Can't)

Trustee Kibby: We won't down zone the property that any of those
companies along there,- already own. We can't change the zoning of
property the~e. What we're going to do is we're going to acquire
the pro per ty next tot he ir pro per ty and we' re g0~iingto chan g e' the
zoning regardless of whether we sell it, park it or just leave it
there.

Mr. Hill: Then I want to ask you a question .

Trustee Kibby: Then if we do sell part of that property it will
not be sold as manufacturing district property. It will be sold
as commercial. In effect, all that does, Dick - and this is why
I interrupted there - it doesn't mean that they have to conduct
their business ~ Darling or International Chimney - they don't
have to conduct their business any differently on the property
they already own. All that means is it's going to be a commercial
strip between th~~E~r~~ent edge of their property and the new
boundary of their property. They won't be able to store all that
junk.

Mr. Hill: They do own land, east of Long St. now.

Trustee Kibby: They rent it I think.

Trus,tee 'BEen,ton: They have a lease on it east of Long. Street ~

Trustee Kibby: And then Darling comes back behind there also.
Darling Construction comes back up to behind or east of the
railroad station, the railroad depot.

Mr. Hill: They own east of the ra~lroad station? Darling?

Trustee Kibby: Yeah, I think so .

Mr. Hill: Then you can't rezone that property.
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,Trustee Kibby: But we're talking about south of the railroad station,
south of Darling. We're talking about that area between the
Schue ck1er 's ,f 0 r example , and Darling. There' s 12 5 ' ,:t 13 0 ' in
there. Okay. That property and all that includes S. Long and
Un ion, that's s till, that's goifig,Eo' be, that's go in g to be imme d iate 1y
next to International Chimney and we can rezone that particular
piece of property but we cannot rezone International Chimney's
present property.

Mr. Hill: I'm not asking you to rezone that side of the street.
I'm just saying on this side of the street. This junk is piled
way down to land on this ,side of the street.

CONRAIL
PROPERTY
Discussion
<Con't)

Trustee~Kibby: It's ei~her Darling or International Chimney. I
can~t draw the line. Which is it?

Trustee Brenton: International Chimney.

Trustee Kibby: They lease it.

Mr. Hill: Well in other words, thev~~s tnbt much, hope of anything
but you're going to sell part of it. I think your mind's already
made up for that no matter what happens. And I think you're

" "afraid to take it to the public.
TrusteeGG~Llagher: I'd just like to say something for the
record and that is that all through the campaign I was targeted
as opposing the sale, or purchase of the property, and that what
my campaign platform was was to develop a comprehensive plan
mainly to rezone it and yes, in ~act, ~b sell portions of it,
whatever that'md!ghb 'be ~to recoup some of the cost, to put a bike
path, to clean' it up, to restore/'the depot. That's the literature
th at')[Eiset.lt,ou t; con t,r-anytoJ th~l \:lite r at Uf e,lthe ,'lOP PP sd.:tior.l"~sent,bu t .
Ebr:)tpe\'Vecord, I totally disagree with this piece of paper that's
called the Village Alert that's coming from the Williamsville
Ci tizens Commi ttee that,.spells out what this Board should do
with the property, as far as working through a process - which
we're doing - and object. strongly to the following - "If you object
strongly also call Mayor Kuzon" his number "and the Trustee Richard
Gallagher" my number "he opposed the purchase." I didn't. "Larry;-,
Brenton and Mike Kibby -these latter two often are not available~
which, even beingion the opposing party I fine! contradictory to the
extent that they have been supportive of myself coming on this Board
and were available and that Jimmy is the only Trustee objecting
to the sale. Now at a meeting two or three weeks ago I said that
anyone please call me ,if they had any problems with (1) my position
or (2) let me hear the people. Betty Schueckler called and
talked to me for a few minutes and gave me her position. She~§ ~he
only person I heard from. I'm willing to receive phone calls a~d
I'm willing to listen to people. Like Mike says we're not closed.
But this piece of paper is a bunch of garbage .
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~ Mayor Kuzon: Mr. Hill.

Mr. Hill: I~ve talked to some of these people myself and I've
told them the same thing, to d9me down here and t,alk to you. I
think they're going about it the wrong way.

TrusteeGG~llagher: I agree.

Mr. Hill: But what I'm saying is when they talked to me I say
to' go down to the Village~Boarid and express your opinion. So far
thev~~s only two of us coming down here to tell you what we
think and trying to influence you one way or another.

Trustee Gallagher: And the way that I'm perceiving that is
that the majority of the people in the Village have the trust
in this Board that they will do what's right. They will work
through a process and that they'll openly bring out everything
and not operate in any closed session. And that's what I think,
that this although it's publicity, it's nothing.

~

Mr. Hill: I got one stuck in my door., I got to agree on one
thing. I thought this Board was going ~o do that for a long time
then .all of a sudden I find out that decisions weve being
made, noi out here but back there, about selling it and I found
this out at a meeting. In fact like I told one of the Trustees
tha t what you and the,;Boariddd did wi th the prope rty there was none
o~ my business and I think it is my business. I said I don't know
what to do with it. I might even be in favor of selling it if
you tell me what you're going to sell, what youtre going to do
but I don't think anybody's gq4ng to tell me that what this Board
doe s is non e 0 f my;bus in es s bee au se I' m go ing to bed 0 w n her e
and make it my/business.

I

'~

Trustee Saia: I think you've heard from everyone on this Board,
and I have a hard time trying to keep my'cool here and I've got
to say it. Now I'm going to try to be as rational as I can and
I hope some of you people understand me. All I've heard now
is a lot of baloney. Now I happen to be put on this Boarid,
and we still have three other members of this Board,we were elected
because we believe in'having the Village residents have some input
into this government and I firmly believe that. And I'm very dis-
appointed in hearing what Mr.;-:iHillhas said about this Boav.d. They
are committed to selling it up till this time and yes, they can
change their mind. What kind of gets me mad, and I've got to say
it, i~ that I was led to believe when we gave a chance to vote
your opinions at a referendum to purchase a bond then in effect
if you voted for that bond you were voting for that piece of
property. It didn't say a~ything about the Village turning
around and selling it from under you. You voted for a piece of
prop~rty. I voted for it. I firmly beliEve that if this piece
of property, part of it must be sold it must be but I think
this Boarid is remiss in' not forming a committee, the Boarid that
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sits up here, in forming a committee of Village residents. If
we don't trust the Village residents - darn it they're go~ng to
pay the/taxes to pay for thispieceudf property. Now, Dick
Gallagher talks like he wasn't opposed to it. Well I know you
were opposed to it. He gets in the back room and the minute it
comes up he wants to sell it. Now if he opposed the referendum,
and even thou~hhhe got elected, he got on the referendum almost
a three to five vote that the people wanted this bond, $SO,OOO
some dollars. The bond was use~ to purchase that property. I
don't know what people want to use it for. I have no idea. But
it's an opportunity that we have a piece of property that opens
up another piece of property that we can take our :It'trrrein looking
at it, let the residents put some input intb this thirig and then
make a determination somewhere down the line. And someone mentioned
here w~ were getting 30 ~o~e ~undred dollars a year in leases.
I firmly believe we probably could get some more money than that
so that' the r~sidents don't pay anyth&ng to~ard this bond purchase
for a few years and at that time we could make upuour.:m:tnd what we
want to do with it. Now I ask you - property doesn't go down around
here. Every real estate man you talk abbut, or talk8to in our area
tells you property always goes up, it never goes down. So I just
can't stand, I mean this Board should come out and tell you what
they want to do with it. That's what I'm trying to get. I want
to get it back into a committee for a two-y~ar moratorium and say
okay you committee you repobt;)back to this Board at such and such
a time and then we will discuss what wetre going to do with it.
Thank you.

Mayor Kuzon:
CONRAIL

DISCUSSION
(Con' t)Mrs. Schlifke.

Mrs. Carolyn Schlifke, 192 Evans Street: I'm afraid Iihave to have a
few',cword s in on th is. Eve rybody sits here it seems 1ike and eve ry-
body seems to hear what they want to hear. I sat through all the
meetings before the referendum. I have heard the Board saying
that if ~he referendum were passed and the property were purchased
there was a possibility that a portion of it would be sold. That
was what I heard. All right. WHee the referendum came up I voted
for it on that basis~ I went in with my eyes wide open thinking
that perhaps you were going to dispose or it, not knowing what
you were going to do with the rest of it. I think th~ most

,important thing was the rezoning which the Board would have privilege
t6 do if they own~d the property. Now everybody is all upset because
perhaps a piece of it will be sold. If the voter was informed
theywwoD~dn't be surprised at ~ll at anything that's going\to
happen pow because they would have been here and they ~ould have
heard what was said. " Many people voted on hearsay that they
heard from other pe6ple, so they voted, they were"an unfhfdrmed
voter, and they voted for something that now they don't know
what's going to happen., As far as forming a committee I,have to
agree with Mr. Kibby.' To appoint five or six ~esidents who have
their own desires for the prop~rty - what makes their desires
any more important than the desires of the five people we have
elected. Your desires should be the ones that we voted for, that
you represent for 11s . So to form a committee, I I do il' t,,ag ree with
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Mr. Saia at all in that ,,-_resp.ect.,A committee is, who is going to
decide whd's going to ~it on that committee? Are you going to
pick me, or are you going to pick someone who doesn't want to sell
any of it? Who are' you going to pick to sit on that committee?
I -don't .think you honestly could pick five or six people who
didn't already have their minds made up what they wanted to do with
that property. And maybe what they want is not what I want. I
feel much:'safer in relying on your five decisions than I,do 'on
f iv e 0 r six de cis ion s 0 f 0 th err e sid en ts . So I don't th ink; a
committee is th~ answer to it. I don't know whether a moratorium
of two jears is an answer to it. I· don't see the Board moving
that q~ickly. They passed the referendum. You haven't sold any
of it yet and if I know the Boar~ it moves very slowly and very
c~uti6usly. So I mean I'm not that concer~ed that you're going
to r0sh into something and do something unwisely. I really think
that you wili research it, find out ,what is the best for the whole
Village, because you;represent aJiih oftIus. i,Y<i:lU;E1on't just
represent one section. YOl,l'_have_to do what's bestforthe 'taxpaier.
We have to be concerned~wtth, Iwe' ve ·laid out an enormous amount
of money, can we get some of it back and still do what we want
to do with the property and instead of hanging onto all of it and
burdening the Village with a big debt for many, many years. I
mean parks are great. We have more trran\most areas. But can we
really afford not to g€t some reimbursement on this purchase.
So I really would like., I'd like to place my trust in the five
Board members to do what's the best for theJVillage.

Trustee Saia: Mrs. Schlifke, you belong on the Traffic and
Safety Committee. CONRAIL

DISCUSSION
(Con't)Mrs. Schlifke: Absolutely.

Trustee Saia: And we value your input in that Traffic and Safety
Committee and you have made recommendations to this Board which
are very valued but some of your recDmmendations, as you know,
do not take fruit. The Board has rejected them.

Mrs. Schlifke: Absolutely.

Trustee Saia: Well now all I think that a lot of people in this
Village are asking is for them to have some input. Now remember
that four people on this Board~re from one party who~b~lieve
in having citizens put input into Village matters. Now what's
wrong, Mrs. Schlifke, with havfrng a committee appointed by the
Mayor to look into th~ us~s of this property. Now they didn't
tell you'.'lwhatthey wanted to do before they:,purchased the
property. Everybody came up here, we heard people in the back
room, well what are.'-you purchasing it for? Why are you purchasing
it?

Mrs. Schlifke: But, Jim, it was my understanding that the
referendtlm the way it was written was to give the Village ,Board
the power to purchase the property. It did not say and then let
the residents tell us ~hat to do with it.
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So I cantt make an honest opin~on what should be done with it,
but I'd l~~e t~ know before you do ~omething. I'd like to
know what pieces you're going to sell,what pieces you're going
to keep, and some ,of what you're going to do with it. I don't
know. We had tpe )same problem at. Glen Park. We were~>t01d
the Village would never go for it. We won that. The public
wanted it. They might want ,this. I don't)know.But I don't
think that ;anybody can ,make, 'anybody in this room and including
the five people up there shouid make the decision for the people
of the Village. I think the pe6ple should have input. That's
all I'm asking. I'm not ask.ing you to changeyouI-_rnind);but
I'm asking you to give us the chance to know what you're going
to do with it.

Mayor Kuzon: Okay~ Thank you.

Mrs. Babin: Mr. Gallagher, you said save the train station.
But it does nH ~-.bel on g t0 us, doe sit?

CONRAIL
DISCUSSION

(Con' t)

Trustee Gallagher: No, it doesn't. But does that mean that efforts
should not be made?

Mrs. Babin: Oh, no. I'm on the Preservation Boarid and I want
to see the building saved. But you said you know we'd like to
save the train station but the gentleman who owns it could easily
destroy it, or move it, even Qut of our Village because I think
the property that it sits on doesn't belong to him either. I
think he has a lease on it. T~er~~';~'Ya 'lot of things to discuss
on this.

Trustee Gallagher: That's right.

Mrs. Babin: An~ I don't think decisions should be made immediately.
I'd like to see the train station saved and I'd also like to see
the kids have some place to play, but I don't think you can do
it in one meeting.

Mayor Kuzon: Okay. Anyone else? If not ...

ON MOTION by Trustee Kibby, seconded by Trustee Brenton, it was
moved to return to the regular agenda.

Unanimously carried.

Mayor Kuzon:Before adjourning I'd just call it to your attention
that the Memorial Day parade and celebration will be held on the
28th of May.Tnere's an 11:00 AM ceremony in the cemetery and I
believe the parade's at::2:00 PM on the 28th. That is an official
holiday. The offices will be closed. Our next meeting then is
scheduled for the 29th,which is a Tuesday and not the. usual
four-th Monday. And if there's no further business ...
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Trustee Saia: That's right.
purposes or uses.

And it said for general Village

Mrs. Schlifke: All right. But can you speak for your~bther
four members that they ,won't benefit the Village in what they
qecide?

Trustee Saia: I don't know this,Carolyn. It's the same way
when I put you on the Traffic and Safety. You give, me a repobt.
I value your repobt. I don't have to act on it but now you
have looked into it. You are the residents of this community.

'You've been appointed on a committee to look into 'th~~problem
that these ot~er people that sit here that ~ome to these
meetings are unaware of, some of them, but you come uP,you
go look at it and you bring it back to this Board. We do not
have to :act on it. T.hat's why you elect us. But here come~s
a problem now that it's my belief that the Board wants to
~elloff two acres or so of this property right off the bat
and then give the remainder to the citizens to decide what
to"do with it and I think that's wvong.

Trustee Kibby: I agree with both of you. L,qgr:lee with you,Mrs. Schlifke,
and I agree with you, Mr. Saia. I believe there should be a committee

,to investigate what to do with this property and that committee
is sitting right here - the five of us - and I think this
particular committee ...

Mrs. Schlifke: I agree with you. Either that or for you to
appoint some people with expertise.

Trustee Kibby: Correct.

'Mts. Schlifke: But as I said to get people whose opinions are
already formed, people who send out slingers and things like
tbat because they know what they want and it's the only answer
they're going to accept, those people don't belong on a
committee. If you can find five or six people who have the
expertise in the field of parks those are the people.

Mr. Hill: I don't think the Traffic and Safety Board has
anything to do with the meeting.

Mrs. Schlifke: No, I don't either.

Mr. ,Hill: But what I'm s~ying is that I know four members of
this Board that we elected, if we look at their campaign
literature you'll find that they believed in open government,
that people would have input. Now I'm watching here where this
is being changed, that these five people should decide what's
done with that property. I made a statement,I don't know. Maybe
selling the 2~ acres is good. I don't know but I think you ought
to,;come out and tell the people what you're planning. I don't
know whether you're going to sell the 2~ acres. Nobody told me that.
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ON .MOTION by Trustee Bren ton, secondedi!by Trustee Gallagher,
the meeting was adjourned at 9:07 PM.

Unanimously carried.

Theresa L. Cummins,
Village Clerk-Treasurer
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