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Minutes of the Public Hearirig of the Board of Trustees of the Vi~lage
of Williamsville held in the Municipal Building, Williamsville, New -
York on Monday, September 23, 1985 at 7:37 PM

Roll Call Present Gordon J. Kuzon, Mayor

Lawrence R. Brenton
Richard Gallagher Trustees
Michae 1 Kibby'
Carolyn Schlifke

Theresa L. Cummins, Village Clerk
Thomas V. Troy, Village Attorney
David Laubisch,Dept. of Public Works

The Clerk read the notice of public hearing regarding the proposed
rezoning of all -that area bounded by the northerly line of the
S. Long Street Ball Park and extending to the Conrail property
on the west, the Conrail property on the south and along the
west side of California Drive and to include the triangular
Village Park, all of which are presebtly zoned M-l to C-3.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon,seconded by Trustee Brenton, the hearing
was opened at 7:37 PM.

Unanimously carried.

Mayor Kuzon gave some background on the reasons for the rezoning
proposal. When the. Village purchased the abandoned Conrail
property it was stated that part of the process would include.
rezoning that property to.a more n8strictive classification.
The Board considered the suitability of the M-l zoning not
just for the Village owned land but also for the entire'
area and surrounding neighborhoods. After long consideration
it was determined that the M-l classification was no longer
suitable and that it was outdated and incompatible with the
neighboring zones as well as with what the Village intended
to do with the Conrail property. It was determined that a C
classification would be consistent with zones to the north and
south, especially to the north going towards Main Street~ It
was determined that a C-3 classification would be most compatible
and that i~ the recommendation this evening.

William Caterham, owner of 121 California Drive, said this
property h~s been manufacturing for as long as he can remember
and asked why it was being changed. If they go to sell that
property ~t will be less valuable. Mayor K~zon said the
motivati~n .for changing it was prompted by the purchase of the
Conrail property. Th~y took a look at the entire manufacturing
zone in that area and determined that zone probably did serve
a useful purpose when the railroad tracks went through there
and there was diversified use. Now ihe railroad has been
abandoned and it was thought that perh?ps ibbe'.-!rlianufacturing
had outlived its usefulness not only for the point of zoning
appropriateness but also because of the residential neighbors
on all sides.
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• Mr. Caterham said there is still manufacturing there and it
hasn't changed. The vault company is still there. It can
stfll stayt under the commercial designation but if they go
to sell it and someone wants to manufacture there they couldn't
do it.

PUBLIC
HEARING

{Con't}

Mayor Kuzon said there would be continuation of non-conforming
uses. Mr. Troy said the right to be non-conforming is indefinite.
If you sell the business it will continue. You cannot expand the
use beyond its present boundaries. Mr. Troy read the code section
for him. The vault company is there now and any owner could
continue that use, unless it is vacant for a year. Proposed

Rezoning
from

M-1 to C-3

•

Mr. Caterham said he also has a printing concern there. That
is allowed in a C-3 district. If a person wants to purchase
that property he could not use it for manufacturing. Trustee
Kibby said if the business there now happens to conform to a
C-3 use then it would continue as a C use rather than being
able to be, used for manufacturing. Mr. Caterham sa&d that
it does make it restrictive. This puts an onus on the property
unless the present tenant were to buy it. That doesn't sound
'quife fa~r':. Mr. Troy said there is a section of the code which
is a bit vague and w0uilid';lead,>hdrm:;\to'l'"believe,and he is caut::il0QS
in ~aying this, but the section says that any non-conforming
use may be changed to any other use permitted in the district
whichi t, the non-conforming use, is first, permitted. He said
the" ward ~tPbothers him. It is his impression that that might
be permissible. Mr. Caterham said this rezoning would
put a restriction on his propebty. The property has been
~anufacturing since the '30's.

Trustee Kibby,~aid in their deliberations the Village came to
the conclusion that it was the best for the Village to be~~~tto
limit over the next 2 to 3 decades the amount of manufacturing
done in the Village. Mr. Caterham said this would devalue the
property.
Trustee Brenton asked if the gentleman had the right of appeal
perhaps under undue, hardship to the Z0n~~g Board of Appeals.
Mr. Troy said he has the right of appeal but he would not
succeed, at least that is his beliefl~)

Mayor KUzon said they want the residents to express their
feelings and if there is substantial opposition then that
would weigh in the Board's decision.

'.
Malcolm MacKay, 42 Arend Avenue, asked wha~ the Planning Board's
feelings were regarding this proposal. Al~O at most hearings
the rea re us u all y man y'Jim13- ps av ail ab1e an d he is s till, con fuse d
as to which propertjes are in question and asked if the Board
could read out the names of the property o~ners. It would seem
they are eliminating all M-l zoning in the Village.
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Mayor Kuzon said there is still an M-l zone in the Aero-Wehrle
D~ive area. The majon~ property owners include International
Chimney, Service Office Supply, Darling Company, there are some
other properties on California~ and the Village of Williamsville.
In fact, ~n this zone the Village owns approximately two-thirds
of the total property. It has not yet been referred to the
Planning Board but will be' discussed at their next meeting
in October. There will be no Boa,rld.Elecision until they have
their repobt~

PUBLIC
HEARING

Mr. MacKay said he wi shed to go on re cord as be ing .oppos ed to this.

Mr. Herbert Darling, Darling Construction, 131 California Drive,
said they have been in Williamsville ~ long time' and are interested
in staytf,lgj'here. He 'asked what the Village's plans were for
development of the Conrail property. Mayor Kuzon said he could
give a general concept of what the Baard has discussed. part
.of that includes selling portions of the propeby,y to the neighbors,
the ,abutt ing propeb ty owne r s . Par t of it would be re t ained and
developed as.a park.

Mr. Darling asked if construction was considered manufacturing.
Mr. Troy said construction is many things. It is difficult to
render any kind of an opinion tonight. He would be inclined
.to say no .

Proposed
Rezoning

from
M-l to C~:3

Mr. Darling said he would go on record as be~ng opposed to this
until the Villliage comes up with a plan.

Howard Hutton, Service Office Supply Corp., 76 S. Long Street,
said in studying the zoning for the Village it is apparent they
were written for the buildings that are there today. The
buildings have not changed. The railroad is gone so people
do not bring things in by freight car,but ,the manufacturing
businesses .that are there, or would be there, are not any kind
of annoyance to the people in the Village. H~ would propose
leaving it exactly as it is now. He sees no need for change.
There apparently hasn't been any groundswell other than from
the Board to change the zoning. The propebjT,y value would go
down greatly. They have tried to cooperate ,with the Village
in every way possible to make their property the way the
Village would like it and they will continue to do that. He
does not want to see the zoning changed. The propety owned by
the Village is a ball park and it has nothing to do with
manufacturing or economic values. With respect to nuisances
around there when they used to have their business in that
building there was more nuisance from the Village's trucks
driving in and out and up and down the street and collecting
old refrigerators and things on ~h~ir property than there
was from just about anybody else in the area and that still
continues. The people presen'tILyin their building are
Allentown Industries who employ people who have problems and
are fortunate to have a job and are very lucky to be in the
Village and working. If the zoning were changed these people
could continue until such time as they would leave but that would
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deny people like them an opportunity to work in the Village. They
h~ve been good solid citizens of the Village and he is against
changing the zoning and denying opportunity to them. He0would suggest
~~ha~gini the zoning for the DPW too and get them out of there
as well. He is totally against changing the zoning. He doesn't
believe anyone can come up and state reasons for it other than
what the Board nas.

Mr. AngelO Alfano, 75 Ranch
Company at 121 ealifornia,
change for the same reasons

T r ail, 0 f Con 0 ru it e Bur iat':.:Va u 1t
said that he also opposes 'the zoning
that the previous gentleman stated.

Mary Lindow, 22 Garden Parkway, said she has heard the businessmen
say they do not do anything to interfere with the neighborhood
and she can talk about everyc\'one. Darling, eonolite, International
Chimney and Amherst Construction .. If they followed what is
allowed in M-l they are not supposed to have explosive hazard
or disseminate atmo~~~eric pollutants, noise,glareor odor',
beyond their boundaries. Everyone of them has done that. She
has had to call the police for eonolite. Living behind.'these
industries is eQuivalent to. listenin~ to a 40-story highrise
go up every day. They all use cranes, heavy machinery. She
thinks it would be a good idea to get rid of the M-l and the
industrial storage because all Darling Company does is m6ve
one piece of steel from one spot to another all day long.
And if they were not bothering the neighbor~ why are they
buying houses. They own a house on one side of their propeb~y
and they purchased a house with two lots on the other side
of California. It is the same way with International Chimney.
They are buying up all the houses between their land and Main
Street. It took them months to knock a building down leaving
it in shambles most of the time. Most of the people who live
in that area have complained about one or more of these
industries dlhl·lttlelast five years. Nobody every complained
about ,the trains gbing by, but what is going on now is worse
than Lehigh Valley ever was. She suggested that the businessmen
are w~rried about their money. They store old cars and old junk
that they wouldn't have in their o~n neighborhoods in our
neighborhood. Conolite had cars there with no ti~es or
wheels. They were stripping. one car and putting things on
another car, and sandblasting. That sandblasting was going
across the railroaa'into her-"neighbors propetty, into the
woods .and into her propebty. And it wasn't even the vaults
they were working on. It was cars. The do everything in our
neighborhood that they don't do in their own neighborhood.
AII';th~y are talk ing abou tis money bu t they, hav:eto 1ive the re .
If the Board wants to rezone it most of the people that~~ve
around that area would welcome it.

John Z~der, 28 Garden Parkway, agreed with the previous speaker
100%. Twice hi-s wife has had to redo her wash because of the
dust coming over from the business$If you stand on Garden
Parkway most any day you can hear the noise. There are always
loud crashing and banging noises. The biggest annoyance is the
concrete dust that is blowing around all the time. They have
called the cops twice. He has been told they only do it once
a .year but that is once too mUCh. It should be rezoned.
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Trustee Brenton said Mr. Hutton,' had commented that this was a
Board motivated situation. It certainly is not. We have heard
from two residents now. The Board has undergone criticism fegarding
International Chimney for approximately two. years aad it was a
focal point,in an election. It is totally incorrect that the
Board is doing this just because they feel like it. Perhaps
some of the business community has benefited from the comments
that were made ,by.residents. If there is a problem it should
be looked into and corrected by the busillnesses. Whatever the
Board's decision .i~ it will not affect the present use of the
property. There will not b~ relief there. Hopefully since some
of the businessmen were here and h~ard the complaints voiced,
they will try to be good neighbors and cooperate with one another.

PUBLIC'
HEARING

(Con't)

Mr. Hutton said the Board keeps referring to it as the Conrail
property. He gets the feeling that this is really a confrontation
between the Viliage· and International Chimney. He has not been
a part of it and does not want to be a part of it. He doesn't
want to be penalized for it either. If the property is rezoned
to a more restrictive use the profitability of the propet~y
decreases also and .along with that will come decreased upkeep
of the buildings in the area. The buildings are not going to
go away. His building was/.built as a warehouse and that is what
it should continue to be. If it is changed he wili not be
able to market his building very well and the building w~ll
fall into a state of disrepair. With respect to the nuisances
of odav;·dust, etc. that does not relate to the zoning of the
propebty. It relates to the Village getting after the business

,and maYQe " just a little bit of honey on both· sides rather
than 'antagonisms. Most of the buildings were built for
similar purposes to what they are being used for today
and to use them for anything else but that is not right.

Proposed
Rezoning

from
M-l to C-~

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon,seconded by Trustee Kibby, the
hearing was closed' at 8:07 PM.

Unanimously carried.

Theresa L. Cummins,
Village Clerk-Treasurer
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Minutes of the Public Hearing of the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville held in the Municipal Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, September 23, 1985 at 8:08 PM

Roll Call Present Gordon J. Kuzon, Mayor

Lawrence R. Brenton
Richard Gallagher Trustees
Michael Kibby
Carolyn Schlifke

Theresa L. Cummins, Village Clerk
Thomas V. Troy, Village Attorney
David Laubisch,Dept. of Public Works

The Clerk read the notice of public hearing regarding the proposed
rezoning of all that area bounded by the Conrail property on the
north, the Village park on the east, the rear of the South Long
Street lots on the west, and the Village line on the south from
C-2 to R-3.

ON MOTION, by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the hearing
was opened at 8:08 PM.

PUBLIC
l;IEARING

.Unanimously carried.
Proposed

Rezoning
from

C-2 to
R-3

Mayor Kuzon said this zoning change was discussed by the Board
and 'was/pee(H:eat3ed on, two points. First was the proposed change
of the M zone. It was felt that it was also in order to have
a more restrictive zoning for this neighboring area. It was
fe 1t res iden t ial was ap pro ri ate since mos t of the uses on,'th.e
Garden Parkway part of th~ zone are residential. It was also
the Board~s impression that after discussing ihe purchase of
the Conrail property it was their impression that most of the
residents favored, or at least wished that they had a residential
zoning. He also mentioned that at the work session earlier
they were presented with a petition signed by about every propebty
owner in that area opposed to changing the zoning classification.
A petition like this is a heavy factor in our decision making
process.

John Zeder, 28 Garden Parkway, said the Board has the petition.
He said they are. in favor of changing the zoning, there is no
question about that. What they are asking is that you hold off
on it for four or five months. There is a deal going on in the
area they would like to see go through. It would not go through
if the zoning is changed now. They are in favor of the change.
Trustee Kibby asked if he heard correctly that they are not in
favor of it now, but in five or six months they will be in favor
of the change. Mr. Zeder said they will defintely be in favor
of it, the whole group that signed the petition.

Robert Roth, 394 Paradise, E. Amherst, owner of 85 S. Long Street,
where the AT&T building is, said they bought the land from; the·
Village 40 years ago and ~t was zoned commercial. At the time
th?y bought i~ they deeded back the Garden Parkway extension
so the residents in the back could have an outlet without having
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1
to go across the railroad tracks. At that time AT&T required
access on two streets. This is his only source of income. He
thought he had a goldmine in his golden years. If this goes
through he 'will get the shaft. He is definitely opposed to this
and he doesn't see any"reason to'consider it.

e.

Malcolm MacKay, 42 Arend Avenue, said he has his office at
107 S. Long Street in the house Jim Saia owns. He thinks·he
can appreciate what the Board is trying to do having served
on the Planning Board himself for fiv~ y~ars. However, in
this R8xticui-ar. 'case, he really thinks the Board is wrong. If
the people that live on the east ~ide bf Garden Parkway want
to be rezoned to residential that's fine because it is all
residential on that side. There is no commercial there with
the possible exception of thetriangulav ....piece on ,the corner
of S. Long and Garden Parkway, which is combination residential
and commercial. But on the west side of S. Long Street there
are few residences. Mr. Fathers lives there. He is 86 years
old and has lived there for 40 years~ He is between two
commercial open~t~ons. If that is rezoned residentia~ it would
have to be continued to be used as residential and if he would
want to sell this property it would have to be sold to a family.
It couldn't be converted to commercial use. It couldn't be
torn down and made a parking lot. The west side of this street
is in a state of transitt~n~ If you tried to rezone itto
residential you will freeze it. If you don't like what's there
no~ it's not going to get any better. It's just going to go
d~wn hill. However, if you leave it commercial he can almost
guarantee that within 10 years you will ~~e it developed into
good')'100king, fine commercial offices. So you can maintain
the status quo for the next 30 to 40 years and hurt some
people, or you can have the opportun~ty in the next five to ten
years of seeing the west side develop into real nice office
space we can all be proud of. But to go in and rezone the
west side now he thinks would be a terrible mistake. He
knows 'IQolitica'lly'itmight be beneficial but 2 or 3 peopile
on the west side are really going to be hurt. He doesn't
like to see a decision being made 'on the basis of petitions.
That isn't what we elected this Board for. Youtte supposed
to look at it carefully and get lots of advice from the Planning
Board and come up with a non-political, practical, far-gi~~ted
approach.

PUBLIC
HEARING

(Con't)

Proposed
Rezoning

from
C-2 to R-3

Mary Lindow, 22 Garden Parkway, said with respect to the telephone
company building she remembers seeing the architect~s drawings
back in the '50's and you can probably get it from your files
and see what was planned and what is there now. We have to drive
by it all the ~ime. The parking lot that services AT&T has
nothing but large stones and dust and everytt~e the wind blows the dust
goe~:: bfuto the ne ighbo,ps I prope r ty . If thi s prope r ty had been
kept the way it was originally intended to be, she is sure,~e
wouldn't be having this hearing ~n this area.' The property
next to the parking lot was sold a few years ago because of
that lot. The people that rent that now have approximately
three to four vehicles that don't belong to the company
parked in the yard. One car along the road has been there for

e
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two months and at times they have had as many as 6 or 7 in the front
yard, on the lawn. 'She thinks if the people who have businesses
kept them like they keep their own homes you wouldn't have the
complaints. She is sure this hearing is being held because of
the complaints the Village has received. Many of the neighbors
have called the Village constantly with different compillaints
ove~ the years. There is a person who wants to purchase the
pf'ap;ertyacross from them and that's the reason most of them
signed the petition because they don't want him to lose any
money and they know he would keep the property up. If it
wasn't for him purchasing th~t propety they wouilidn't have
signed the petition because most of them were scared that
International Chimney would purchase it. AT&T is one of the.
largest ,.companies in the country and to look at that building-
there ,was landscaping on the drawings when they got their
permit to build and there is absolutely no landscaping there

'and their parking lot should have buffer zones and be pa~ed.
This man is getting rent but they have to look at that un~?ved
lot on the corner every day.

Trustee Brenton asked what propeb~y was being referred to where
the cars are parked in the yard. Miss Lindow said it was the
property now owned by Mr. Saia.

Trustee._'Brenton said that this was precipitated by ci tizen
complaints and requests. He himself has spent numerous hours
primarily with the people at International Chimney and they
clean it up and then right away it's a mess again. There i~
a good less0n here, for those businessmen in the audience
and others. You can get along or not get along but sooner or
later people will react on the input and effect of this.
You can make buildings look more presentalli1e, why are there
parked cars there, can you keep the dust down, the noise down.
There probably is a way to do this. We do have a petition here
that opposes the rezoning. There are a significant number of

'signatures on it. It would seem that this proposal does not
stand a chance. So he doesn't feel there is any further reason
to be concerned about this.

ON MOTION by jM~yor Ku~on, seconded by Trustee Schlifke, the
hearing was closed at 8:23 PM.

Unanimously carried.

Theresa L. Cummins,
Village Clerk-Treasurer
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Wvustees of the Village
of Williamsville held in the Municipal Building, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, September 23, 1985 at 7:34 PM

Roll Call Gordon J. Kuzon, MayorPresent

Lawrence R. Brenton
Richard Gallagher Trustees
Michael Kibby
Carolyn Schlifke

Theresa L. Cummins, Village Clerk
'Thomas V. Troy, Village Attorney
David Laubisch,Dept. of Public Works

Mayor Kuzon called the meeting to order at 7:34 R~.
There waSia moment of silence in memory of Arthur Wingerter,
who was a resident 'of Snyder. He is important to Williamsville
in that he was the finst landscape architect hired by the
Village to develop Glen Park. He did plans for the early strip
portion of the park and was an early supporter of the park.

ON MOTION by Mayo~ Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Gallagher, the
minutes of the regular meeting held September 9, 1985 were
approved.

Unanimously carried .

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Brenton, the
minutes of the public hearing held September 9, 1985 regarding
an exceptional development permit for a proposed parking lot
at 21 Highland Drive were ~pproved.

Unanimously carried.

ON MOTION By Mayor Kuzon, seconded~bY Trustee Brenton, it was
moved at 7:37 PM to open the public hearing regarding the proposed
rezoning of property from M-l to C-3. (The hearing was closed
at 8:07 PM.)

Unanimously carried.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Kibby, it was
moved at 8:08 PM to open the public hearing regarding the proposed
rezoning of property from C-2 to R-3. (The hearing was closed
at 8:23 PM.)

Unanimously carried.

Mayor Kuzon reported that he attended a meeting of the
Executive Committee of the New York Confer-ence of Mayors .
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He has returned with what is not good news for the Village. One
of the major items on the agenda was a discussion of the municipal
insurance crisis. At the meeting it was clearly stated that
there is no guarantee that a resolution 'related to the insurance
issue will even be considered by the State Legislature this
fall. There is a question as to whether it might even go on
the agenda. Obviously the,eonfeeenee of Mayors is going to lobby
very hard to put this on the agenda. The insurance issue has
an impact on every municipality, county and school disbttct.
Some are in very precarious positions. At our last meeting we
approved our insuranceo~pl:!emium for this year and it·/was an increase
of some $50,000 and only one insurance carrier was inteeested
in even writing our insurance. We were fortunate. There are
mapy municipali ties who have no carriers interesfecl''in,\tt=le!i:r,.>
business. He said he would be writing letters'and talking with
our legislators to'get this issue on the agenda for discussion.
The resolution has to come from the State Legislature.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Brenton, vouchers
in the sum of $73,259.10 were approved as follows~ ...

Payroll Fund W/E 9/13/85 $ 6,355.89
W/E 9/20/83 5,997.78

Total Payroll Fund $12,353.67

General Fund Abstract #593 16,477.18

Sewer & Water· Fund Abstract # 173 39,437.50

Trust & Agency Fund Abstract #212 3,190.97

Federal Revenue Sharing Abstract #176 1,127.75

Glen Park Jt. Activities Abstract #113 672.03

Total Vouchers $73,259.10

The larger vouchers were to ~ Erie eounty Water Authority and
.Niagara Mohawk Power.

Unanimously carried.

Mayor Kuzon said his second r~solution relates to a sp~cial
meeting of the Board to be held on October 9th. There will
be no regular Board meeting on October 14th due to the hol&day.
The meeting will - award the bids for the Los Robles and Cadman
Drive storm sewers, and conduct any other business that may
come· up.
ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon,sec0nd~d by Trustee Gallagher, the
following resolution was adopted:
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RESO LVED that a S pe c ial B0at8llgleeting wi 11
~e held October 9, 1985 at 4:00 PM in the
Village Conference Roo~ for the purpose of
awarding the contract for the repair of the
Los Robles Street and Cadman Drive StorffH'.Sewers
and any other legal Village business. :'

SPECIAL BOARD
MEETING

10/9/85

Unanimously carried.

Trustee Brenton said the Board has received a let~er from
the Fire Chief and it indicates a prbb~em of great concern
~o both the Chief and Mr. Williams and also to Mr. Delo
pertaining to certain inadequacies at the Williamsviilile Inn.
He <wantsthis made p"art of the record so it appears in the
minutes that we have received this letter and that we will
act on these allegat~ons and if they are as stated he is
sure covrective action will be taken. He feels a great coneern
with r~spect to the number of incidents pertaining to fires]
etc. that have occurred recently at the Williamsville Inn,
and he is concerned over the possibility of having a calamit~
there because either the owner is unaware ofG'his responsibility
or unwilling to pursue it.

Trustee Brenton reported that we were awarded and have received
certain disaster assistance monies resultant from the severe
flooding that we underwent iJn...the spring. We have requested
an extension of the expenditure of some of these mon~~s
because in the pr6cess we wer~ awarded funds for certain
aspects of Cadman Drive and by going to competitive bid
we find it necessary to request an .extension. We do expect
approval of this.

Trustee Brenton said there is some concern from people regarding
the reval ~~~uation. We know the county is going to 100%
valuation. In other words, you will be basically assessed
for the value of your house, 100%. There is concern over what
.will happen to the Veteran's exemptions. You might have a 10%
ex em pt ion and i two u 1d not beve rye f fe ctive if th e :Ve tex:.an -was ass e sse d
at the fu~l value of his house. He has discussed this with
the Clerk and we are awaiting what the 'rown:'of Amherst does.~'"
They are presently calling for a public hearing on this. We
are a little bit late in order to pursue this in the normal
fashion. However, once we do have the results from the Town
we may proceed to adopt the effect of the law regarding this.
The re will be lIDOre 0 nth a tin the fu tu re .

Trustee Brenton repot~edtthat reconstruction of Creek Road
continues. The pavement should be laid this week and the job
moved very expeditiously. It obviously has caused some
ineonven~ence to the residents there. Once it is completed
he is sure they will all be very happy .
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• Trustee Brenton said his first resolution deals with Mr. Laubisch
attending the Annual Public Works/Park Maintenance School in Syracuse.

ON MOTION by Trustee Brenton, seconded by Trustee Gallagher, the
following resolution was adopted:

RESOLVED that David Laubisch is hereby
authorized to attend the New York
Conference 'Jor Mayors 1985 Annual Public
Works/Park Maintenance School in Syracuse,
New York from October 20-23, 1985 and
the expens~s, not to exceed-$375.00, to be
paid by the Village of Williamsville~

Unanimosuly carried.

AUTHORIZATION
D. Laubisch to r ~

attend Public
Works School

Trustee ,Brenton sa:kdhis next resolution pertains to advertising
for bids fi6r repair of the Los Robles and ~adman storm sewers.
He informed the B0srd'. and the public that this proposal will
enlarge the concept of the Los Robles situation whereby
we will be installing another 400 to 500 additional feet of
15" storm pipe at an additional cost of approximately $10,000,
so that the origial cost was projected to be $29,000 and the
additiona~ cost will bring it t6 about $40,000 for that work.
He was only ,recently informed of this, how~ver by doing this
we will abandon the existing storm sewer between Pasadena and
Los Rob&es .and this is something that the people have requested.
If we don't abarrdon it~we're ;gping to have to rehabilitate it
and he thinks this is probably the better and cheaper way to go.
Mr. Bowers of URS: and Trustee Brenton have discussed it and
both support it. .

•
ON MOTION by illrustee Brenton, seconded by Trustee Schlifke,
the following resolution was adopted:

RES °LV ED that the V.i11 age,;([;1e rk 'il she reb y
authorized to advertise for sealed bids
for Repair of Los Robles Street and Cadman
Drive Storm Sewers. Bids to be opened on
October 7'~> 1985 at 10: 00 AM in the Village
Clerk's Office, 5583 Main Street, Williams-
v i11 e, N,ew .';Yo rk . The C 1erk shall ad ve rtis e
for the bids in the official Village newspaper
at least five days before the date on which
the bids are to be opened and upon opening
of the bids shall make a record by listing
the name and address of each bidder, the amount
of his bid, the· nature and amount of securi~y
furnished, and all alternate bids and tradein
allowance, if any, and present such records
to the Board of Trustees at the first regular
or special meeting of the Board following the
opening of the bids.
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Mayor Kuzon asked by abandoning the storm sewer on private property
the new one will be constructed on California Drive? Trustee
Brenton said it wild be construct~d south on Pasadena to
California and then down California. Mayor Kuzon asked if it
would all be on public right-of-wa~ rather than on private
property. Trustee Brenton said from Los Robles west theee
will be some prilivate property involved.

Nancy Benzing, 38 Pasadena, asked if the storm sewer was~eing
abandoned on Pasadena. Trustee Brenton- said presently the
Pasadena, area is drained by a storm system and the system flows
to a point on Pasadena from whence it goes westerly through
private property to Los Robles and the people who own the private
property have requested that ~e either rehabilitate those storm
sewers because of the water problems they have in their backyards,
or else abandon them. It is his opinion and the engineer's opinion
that it is to our advantage to abandon them and find another way
for the storm water to drain·. So th~s Pasadena area will just
be drained in another way.

Unanimously carried.

Trustee Brenton said his next resolution deals with a contract
for emergency medical service. The Town has adopted this.
It would be difficult to work without it. Some areas that
our fire company protects are outside the Village.
It is recommended by the Fire ehief. What it basically will
do is allow for paramedical personnel to monitor the emergency
radio frequency and they are private coneenns and will respond
to a request for emergency aid. Assuming the fire department
is already ther~ a determination will be made at<that point
whether or not this aid should be provided. This determination
will be made by the person or his immedia'te family as to
whether or not they want paramedic help. If they request Ltuthe're
will.be a charge for it for the transportation, etc. to whatever
medical facility th~y determine. If they reject i~ there will
be no charge. Obviously it is an upgrading of our present
service. We do not presently have paramedic response. We have
very capable people within our fire department. However, some
of them do not have the training that these paramedics do.

ON MOTION by Trustee Brenton, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the
following resolution was adopted:

WHEREAS the Town of Amherst through the
Town Attorney has prepared and proposes
to implement a contract for emerggflcy,y
medical service throughout the Town of
Amherst, and

•
WHEREAS it is desirable to provide the type
of service as proposed in accordance with said
contract to the residents of the Village of
Williamsville,. and
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• WHEREAS eaen fine COmpany wifnin the Town
of Amherst, including Hutchinson Hose Company,
has been request~d to designate the mode of
service to be provided within the geographic
area served by each company within the Town,
and

FIRE COMPAN'

Adopt Emergency
Medical Services

Contract

Mode B
WHEREAS it is in the public iiterest to
cooperate with the Town of Amherst and join
in as a party to the contract,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proposed
contract/prepared, last circulated and a copy
of which is attached hereto be ratified,
approved and confirmed, and

BE I[ FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village of
Williamsville shall become a party to said
contract, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Hutbhinson Hose
Company be authorized to designate Mode B of
service to be provided to residents within the
Village of Williamsvil}e, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this
resolution be provided to the Town of
Amherst.

Unanimously c~rried.

Trustee Gallagher repob~ed that the Evergreen Program held
a kicko~f luncheon ~t St. Baul's last Tuesday.

Trustee Kibby reported on the tentative agenda fOr the Planning
.Boa rd for ther-r0 c to b e r 7 th .me e tin g .'tf

•

Trustee Kibby said that he had requested the Fire Chief to send
the letter to the Beard r~garding the Will~amsville Inn. Those
in th~ Building Depab~meht and the Fire Inipector have encountered
a number of problems.. We are in the process 6f, changing 0ur codes'
and we have also changed the way we .summon people to court to
enforce the ordinances when we encounter violations. The area
of code enforcement comes under the New York State code
and we are now gathering a paper'trail necessary to nail down
the door on enfor.cing fire co~es. The place we have talked
about has had four fires since May and a long list 6~ fire
viblat~ons. This is not the only place wbere we are trying
to enforce the codes. There are also 10 or 12 businesses in
the Village that have bent over backwards to cooperate. with
the Fire Inspector and Building Inspector in keeping the
spirit and the letter of the codes and he thinks those people
have found the Village easy to work with.
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Trustee Kibby sadid.'.hisresolution tonight relates to the
reque~tfflor an exceptional development permit by the Little
White House to use the property immediately to the south of
them, which is zoned residential, for a parking lot. There was
a pUblic hearing at our last meeting. This, (,has been to three
Village committees and they have made their recommendations to
this Board and only this Board can vote to approve or disapprove
this permi t. The cormnitteesfound nothing untoward in this request
for this permit. Since the public hearing he has talked with
several nes~dents from' the neighborhood. To.a person they have
voiced very strong opposition to this particular parking lot.
He has also talked to the owner's son regavding the fact'that
by tearing the house down and by placing gravel there' that he
has invited people to park there and that parking there is
illegal today and if this Board does not grant this exceptional
development permit he can't have parking there.

ON MOTION by T~ustee Kibby, seconded by Trustee Gallagher,
bhe\l\f.ollowing res,o'lu tion ,was pres en ted:

,;,' .' EXCEPTIONAL
DEVELOPMENT PERMI1RESOLVED that an Exceptional Development

permit, allowing the use of the "R" lot
at 21 Highland Drive to be used as a parRillng
lot, is hereby granted.

21 Highland
Denied

Mayor Kuzon said ;iat the time of the public hearing we said we would
allow the public time to speak if they w~shed when the time came
for a decision.
Peter Galie, 22 Highland, said he doesn't need to repeat' the
argumenta made at the last meeting but he does want to mention
something that has tna:ri~~pired since that time. As far as he
can see there was no support, at least at the meeting, from
any ,,6£the neighbors and didn't"" listen to any arguments that
would balance the concerns of the neighbors. What has happened
is that the owner of the building has not only gone ahead and
dismantled the house(,'(which he had permission to do) but he
has attempted to satisfy earlier recommendations for the
parking lot _ 10' in with bushes. He has gone ah~ad, and done
this. It seems to him to be ,further evidence that he seems to
be sure that he is going to get this. Maybe that's wrong.
Maybe he is just putting the bushes in to beautify it.

Noraldin Ghoraski, 29 Highland Drive, said if this was made
into a parking lot he would be interested in having a parking
lot on his property too. Generally, however he is opposed
to the lot.
Mrs. Barbara Schuller, 32 Highland, Drive, said they had questioned
at the public hearing the need for the parking lot. After
observing what has been going o~ there doesn't seem to be an
apparent need for this additional parking. Watbhing bushes going in
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was lovely to see but it made her more concerned that the owners
have deliberately gone ahead with plans to act as if there were
a parking lot there. The n0ise is very apparent. The employees
are parking in that area. The same cars are always theee. They
have questions as to whether this is a side or front lot and as
to the height of the bushes. They were hoping there would be
some enforcement. The ropes are down. She doesn't know if
enforcement will be a logical situation because she doesn't really
know what grounds we have if this is a rezoning situation and.
there is parking there and you do not grant it. What are the
property owners' rights in the .area~as to what,can be done there.
She know s this be com e sad 0m inoe; ef fe ct. She wan t ed to b r in g
the Board's attention to the fact that the property owner has
gone ahead and proceeded. She doesri',tknow what the Board will
do about thai in retrospect. ' Exceptional

Development
PermitTrustee Kibby said in regard to whether this is a front or side

lot our ~ttorney has given his opinion .that this'is a front yard
of a residential lot but if this Board were to approve the
permit they could stipulate a fence or whatever because it is
exceptional development. If the Board does not approve this
parki~g lotj it's going to be necessary to enforce it and *e
have already talked at length with the Village Attorney and
it seems to us to be very much an enforceaellie situation basically
on the grounds that when you have concrete or bla~ktop on one side
and blacktop on another side and you lay stone in between~it
looks like a parking lot and is used like a parking lot~then it
must be a parkdlnglot . It seems to be· enforceable. "The ropes
were brought down,he was told,by mi~take and that pending tonight's
decision would be replaced if necessary. 21 Highland'
Mrs. Schuller asked if there would be any change in the blaGktop
situation on the Highland Drive side where they are parking
between the sidewalk and the street. Trustee Kibby said he
doesn't know how to answer that other than the fact that this
is not the first place in the community where we have this
problem. The attorney has brought this to the Compliance
Committee. We are without an opinion exactly at this moment
as to how to enforce this. It ~s a profulli~m~

Trustee Brenton sa~d when Mrs. Schuller refers to what normally
would be grass between the sidewalk and the street he shares
those concerns. We are thinking of resolving this through the
use of New York State funds. That is generally Village property .
.Itis assumed that the property owner will take care of it.
He thinks this area should be addressed and it would make the
Village look a great deal better. However, it would be an
expensive procedure but there are certairi key a~eas in the
V~llage that we could hit with this and other beauiification
projects that would allow the Villagi to look much better.
This fall we hope to address the area by the Manufacturers
Hanover Bank.
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•
'Trus te e K ibby Sa.!id;'lmp.ybeon e of the sol u t ions is to take f lowe r
boxes the Youth Board puts out and put them at Caiifornia and
M a in, 0 akg r0ve and M a in and H ig h 1and and M ain and put ithem in the
area between the sidewalk and the street.

•

•

Tru~tee Gallagher said he thinks it is not good for the neighbovhood
and the Village to act affirmatively on this request for a number
of reasons. No one spoke in favor of it. The landlord hasn't '
come in to attend any of these meetings or the Planning Board
meeting. He believes that the Village has been remiss in
pursuing violations in many areas and it's something that we're
paying the ,price for now and hopefulli lnt~e next year this
will get a lot better. He seconds Trustee Kibby's comments that
the codes will be enforced. There is no reason to allow people
to do as they please and then also to allow them to violate codes
and let the Village residents suffer.

Trustee Brenton said he would request a roililcall vote on this.
He agrees with what Trustee Gallagher said. Trtistee Brenton said
his primary concern is not whether this man i~ doing wh~tti~8
illegal. That's certainly a concern but he thinks there is
something that we are missing here. If we say this is okay here
we have set the pattern that will haunt us forever and he
cannot support this 'and never will. He doesn't think the
exceptional development procedure is appropriate for this
si tuation. He served on",the 'Planning Board when the exceptional
development was put into the code and disagreed with it
vehemently and be still feels that he disagrees with it. He cannot
su p:p0 r t" this tY pea f sit ua tion a tall, not be cau sea f the

petitioner or because he did not show here and not because
the people don't like it. Primarily it is totally inappropriate
for this community to conduct its affairs this way. He feels
that is why he was elected, to assure the residents that their
interests would be protected. We are not required to protect
the commercial interests when the commercial interests want to
go out of their realm and into another area. Our first interest
then should be the community as far as the residents are
concerned. He said we do have a recommendation from tDree
of our committees and they take no exception to this
present request. He would like to point that out for the
record and would like to see what the board's reacti'on is

,to the committees' positions.

Trustee Schlifke said the exceptional development permit is
a special permit and the purpose is to give the Village Board
more control over the issuance of such a permit than a n0rmal
building permit and some of the requirements for this - the
public hearings and the ,committee recommendations - allows
us to hear pros and cons at the public hearings and she has
heard a lot of peopl~ speak 9ut against it. The petitioner was
not represented. She personally did not receive any corr~spondence
from him stating his reasons for this request. She has heard
two 6f her colleauges talk about the recommerrdations of the
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committees involved. The three committees that made recommendations
were Planning, Traffic and Safety,and Environmental. When
co~mittees look at plans or a~rezoning or a development you
don't allow your personal feelings to enter into your recommendations.
You look at it strictly fromtthe aspect that that committee was
set up for. In oth~r words, unless there is a ~pecific reason
for not wanting to agree to that development you l.ook at it from
the point of view as to the traffic and safety, the en~ironment
or the planning. You place the restrictions on this project
that will give us the best project we can get. Both Traffic
and Safety and En9ironmental looked at it from that point of
view, Traffic and Safety being concerned with a lot of the
on st ree t park ing in that ar ea ,~which she \imagines is of fens ive
to the neighbors. Here was an opportunity to get those cars
off the street .. ,J~;nvironmental had the opportunity to state
the facts of screening, making the property ,more attractive
than it is now. Those are the recommendations those committees
made. That doesn't mean that those committees, the people
on them are in;favor of this particular project. It just
makes recommendations so that if this Board votes to allow
the project that there are enough rest~ictions on'~~he permit
to ~ive us the best project we could get. :

Exceptional
Development

Perroit

21 Highland
DENIED

Trustee Sc hI ifke said as far as thepe,ti tilio,ner' d:s"coneermed
the first thing he did was to submit his plans to the
various committees and they were incomplete and sketchy and
they did not reach the Village in :t~me. One of the committees
had to call a special meeting in order to make recommendations
before the public hearing was held. So he was not cooperative
in that re~pect. Secondly he had no representation at the
public h~aring~ To th~s date she doesn't know why he is
~sking for this parking lot! Does he feel his business
needs it? Was he looking to improve the property? Was
he really concerned with the on street parkiling going on in
that, area? She personally has no understanding of what was
in this man's mind when he asked for this permit. She
never heard any explanation from him. She also takes offense
as she believes many people in the audience did, about the fact
that the shrubbery went in. The public hearing was held.
The Board normally places a resolution on the floor at the
next meeting and yet the shr.uhb~rT went in last week Thursday.
She doesn't feel that he has cooperated with the Village
run restricting the parking on that piece of land until some
approval or disapproval was made. She feels that this
gentleman has abused the Village and the residents
and that he has not worked within the confines of our
government.

vote on Roll Call: Trustee Brenton
Trustee Kibby
Trustee Gallagher
Trustee Schlifke,'
Mayor Kuzon

- No
- No
- No
- No
- No

Yes - 0; Noes - 5.

Motion Fails.

---------------------~
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.' Trustee Gallagher said they are working with several people in
the community and the Board with respect to developing an
action plan to de~l with the enforcement of the problems related
to the youth and the parks, etc. It will take a little while
and will go through committees and we can look fbr' something to
happen in November.

Trustee Schlifke said an ad willbbe placed in the "Amherst Bee~
this week and we will be taking applications for a Parking
Enforcement Officer. Anyone who is interested can apply in
the Village Clerk'$ Office. In surveying the Main Street area
we found many parking signs were missing. She has spoken to
Mr. Laub i'sch0 f the D. PI"W. and signs have be en orde red and they'
will be going up when we receive them. These signs are very
necessary if we are going to effectively police the area.

Trus tee Schl ifke s aid at the )request of, a re siden t she con tac ted
the Williamsville Business Association to ha~~ them notify their
membership of our refuse ordinance and specifically regarding
the times the garbage is to be placed out at the curb, especially
on Main Street. Many! businesses Ea:r,e'iniot! open on Sunday and we
have a pickup on Monday. Some businesses at present are putting
their garbage out sometimes on Friday evening and it sits there
until Monday. This is certainly not attractive for the Main Street
area. Perhaps something could be worked out where someone
could come in early on Monday morning and take the garbage out.
There is a problem during the winter months if the garbage is
placed out too early and it gets buried by the snowfalls and
the plows.

Trustee Schlifke advised she has received the resignation of
Peter T~yn from the Traffic & Safety Committee. He has a conflict
on the meeting night.She has asked the Williamsville 'Business
Association to perhaps suggest another Williamsville businessman
who is a resident because Mr. Tuyn did represent the business
district on this committee. If anyone in the audience knows of
anyone that would like to serve on this committee they should
con tac t her ..'

ON MOTION by Trustee Schlifke, seconded by Trustee Kibby, the
following resolution was adopted: AUTHORIZATION

RESOLVED that Richard Hill, Chairman of
Traffic and Safety Committee is hereby
authorize~ to attend the New Jork State
Association of Traffic Safety Boards in
Roc hes te r, New York on Septembe r 20- 22,
1985 and the expenses not to exceed $200.00
to be paid by the Village ofWilliamsvililie.

Attend NYS
Traffic & Safety

Boards in
Rochester

• Trustee Schlifke saie ne has attended these meetings in the past.
The Village is a member of the New York State Association of
Traffic and Safety Boards. He keeps us informed of the latest
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happenings wi th other safety boards int,the State and in[ioP.mat,ton
regarding obtai~&ng funds that could be useful in the Village in
the area of tnaffic.

Unanimously carried.
,

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon, seconded by Trustee Ga~lagher, it was
moved to suspend the rules for public participation.

Unanimously carried.

•

Brian Derby, 6 Franklin Street, said there were 8 members of an
11 member block here, from Orchard and Frankl~n. They are
happy with their garbage pickup and the snowplowing. He said
however that the streets have deteriorated quite a bit. There
are children living bn these blocks and they have concerns in
a couple of areas. They are concermed,!wtth the paving. It does
a lot of damage to their cars. They would like the Village to
send a representative to assess the situation with respect to the
condition of the street and the necessity for paving. It was
last' paved 3 to 4 years ago and it seemed like they didn't do a
good ~ob. It was brought to Mr. Saia's attention last year and
he had said it would be taken care of and nothing has been done.
The seoond problem relates to the (GraiJnageproblem on the street
and the fact that it seems to cause the pavement problems to a

.ce rtain ext en t . The rainon are h ard jUs t runJS I rig h t do w n
the street and takes half the lawns with it. They would
appreciate it if somecine c001d also assess that sit~ation.
There are large ruts on the~~tceet. The third problem is
that they d? not have stop signs at Franklin and Orchard.
There is a~~eadend sign there on his property and a no park&ng
sign. They need a stop sign too. They are.afraid that someone
is going to get hit by a car. Folliage sometimes block the
view of tr.affic up on Eagle near Orchard. They would like
this situation assessed also.
Trustee B ren ton said that the s tree t'::c 0n dition s are ass esse d
in the Spring each year so it',can be determined which streets
are in need of what repairs and which streets have priority
so that they can be included in the year's budget. Someone
will be assessing these streets in the spring.
With respect to the drainage problem, Trustee Brenton said
Mr. Laubisch could check on this and see if anything can be
done to alleviate it.

•
With respect to the stop signs, Trustee Schlifke said she would
take it to the Traffic & Safety Committee and if they agreed they
were needed it would be put on the agenda for action at the
next Board meeting. She said however that a stop sign would
not guarantee the safety of the children if they were in t0e
street because people do go through the stop signs on occasion
and the children s~ould be made aware that they go through the
signs.

-217-

- ----~._---------- -------~



,...
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village
of Williamsville held in the Municipal BUilding, Williamsville, New
York on Monday, September 23, 1985 at 7:34 PM

• Mr. Derby said he thinks just putting a curb,in on the one side
of the street would help. They have not spokenilup before but
feel that now th~y need to.

Trustee Schlifke said someone from 22.Franklin Street had
advised the Village that a no parKillng sign was missing and
they were correct'arid that will be repl~ced:

Mr. Derby said about five years ago a Sears truck hit a
fire hydrant at the corner of Franklin and Orchard. When
it was replac~d he was asked if it could be put on his lawn
and he did not want it there. It was put back where it had
been but when they put it in they did not use concrete around
it as had been there be~ore but instead used blacktopping.
With the water problems on the street, that blacktop is erGding
away .. T rus tee B ren ton s aid hew 0 u 1 d have Mr. La ubi s ch look at
that.

•

Mary Carr, 100 Orchard, said she would like Mr. LaubisGh to
look at her driveway. When the street was paved they didn't
pave it up to the grass part so there,:is a gully there that
goes through her drivewpy. Therefore, she has a ditch in
her driveway that has exposed a pipe that she has to drive over
and she doesn't want to damage her car or the pipe. ' If
the pipe is unused it should be removed. She also spoke regarding
the stop sign and wh~ it is necessary. Trustee Brenton said
he will have Mr. Laubisbh check this when he is there.

Chatity Roberts, 91 Orchard, said they have lived thereffor
42 years and only once in that time was the street totally
repaved. ~he has to go out with her shovel' and shovel up the
pavement and put it in the garbage can~ because there are greit
chunks in her front yard .and others that have:;been loosened up
by the water. At their own expense they put in a concrete cubb
along the front of their property. She is tired of shovelingr)up
the Village pavement. There are weeds and grass growing right
out in the street and it looks terrible. .

Larry Fradin, 84 Orchard, said they do not let their children
play in the stre~t but they have t6 cross the street and some-
times ride their bicycles there when they go from one place .
to another and they have visitors. They feel the stop sign is
important. He said there used to be a sign there but someone
took it down. Trustee~ Schlifke said she just meant thatjatstop
sign was not i guarantee that someone would S~9P. Mr. Fradin
said it would slow down at least three-quarters of the cars.
Trustee Schlifke will check to see if there was supposed to be
a stop sign there and if there is supposed to be one it can just
be put back up without going through the Traffic & Safety Committee.

• Nancy Benzing, 38 Pasaden~, said there is a car parked on her
street without plates and with flat tires that has been there
for a long time. Mayor Kuzon said the Amherst Police would be
notified about this. Mrs. Benzing :s.Ud the police do not seem'
to be patrolling the area,and ignoring violations. There was
a van parked too close tOlithe corner, and obstructing
visibility and a police car came by but no ticket was given.
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she had requested for use of the Meeting House driveway to get
to her garage. Sh~ was advised "that because American Douglas
Metals had an easement for part of the area she was requesting
an easement for, they had to wri te to them and get their okay
to give her an easement also. Mrs. Arharidt said she has alw~ys
used that drivew~y. There are other people who use that driveway
and are always parking in the back there.

Trustee Brenton said that after September 27th there will be
no more Friday pickup of garQage and it will only be picked up
on Mondays thereafter.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuion, seconded by Trustee Kibby, it was
moved to return";~o~the regular agenda.

<'

Unanimously carried.

ON MOTION by Mayor Kuzon,
was adjourned at 9:50 PM.

seconded by Trustee Kibby, the "meeting

Unanimously carried.

Theresa L. Cummins,
Village Clerk-Treasurer
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