
• Minutes of the Pu blk Hearing of tine Board of Trustees of the Village of WiHlimusvilie heDd in
the \Vmiamsville Village Hall, 5565 Main Street, \VilliamsviHe, New York on Monday,
.lanuau}' 24, 1994 at 7:32 P.M.

Present: Ronald Daniels. Mayor
Patrick Kelly Trustees
Yvonne Kaye

j\,f ary Lmvther
Basil Piazza

Thomas Tray, Village Attorney
David Laubisch, Supt. of Public Work)
Theresa L. Cummins. Village Administrator. Clerk-Treasurer

Also Present: Sherry Brink, Recording Secretary

'l'he Clerk I'ead the no";ce ot'publi'c he.,";ng be;~g h~l,l hy.h~D~.,r,l ~":'rr.~>n"~Q" ~~ l\ ..f"~A",,. . 1 U 1 UlU Ul.ll~ U U Ul~ UV~~U V~ ~~U'H~~"" Vll J.VLVllU"J,

January 24, 1994 tor the purpose of hearing aU persons interested in expressing an opinion on the
proposed contract between the Village of Williamsville and Adelphia Cable Co .

• ' ON MOTION by Trustee Piazza, seconded by Trustee Lmvther, it '.vas moved to open the public
itearing at 7:32 P.Wl.

Unanimously carried.

Tmstee Piazza stated tI1is public hearing concerns a cable contract that has been put together
hetween the Village of Williamsville and Adelphia Cable Company. We have representatives here
irom Adelphia Cable Company. They will be glad to answer any questions or concems that

, ;:-csidentsmight have at this time.

ivIr. Peter Galie, Highland Drive, asked the representatives of Adelphia Cable if they would discuss
~ome of the significant provisions of the proposed cable contract.

Tom Haywood, Generall\/[anager of Operations of Adelphia Cable, stated it is a ten year
agreement. Probably one of the benefits to the Town and the Village would be an entire rebuild of
i~. In the contract it allows for 550 megahertz, that is up to 80 channels. We are going to surpass
~1,latand afe going to 750 megaheitz with fiber optics probably within a mile of everybody's home.
That has started already. With that 750 megahertz, it will give residents close to 100 channels of
,:.dditional programming that Adelphia will be able to provide to the Village and also the Town.

Trustee Lowther asked ~,,1r.Haywood to touch on the increase in.the revenue to the Village.

• :\ir. Hayv.'ood stated the increase is 5% gross revenue of receipts received tram our subscribers.
"\h.Thatthat exactly entails, he can)t say exactly in dollar amount but there would be some sort of
increase to the Village.
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~/liBlutes of the Publk Hearing of the Board of Trustees of the ViRlageof Williamsville heid in
the Williamsville Village lIaIl, 5565 Main Street, WiUiamsviJIc, New York on Monday,
January 24, 1994 at 7:32 P.M.

Peter Galie, Highland Drive, stated he understands the contract and the decision of the Cable
Compa..'1yto increase the spectmm of stations is not connected. There is no connection, is that
correct'?

:vIr. Haywood stated in the contract it states 550 megahertz which means Adeiphia h..1S to have at
least the capacity of canying 80 channels. That provides better service for t.he Village and is
something the New York St,lte Cable Commission requires in all contracts. 450 is mandated. 550
i" additional on top of the 450. Adelphia io:; going on top of the 550 to the 750.

i\1r. GaJie stated Adelphia is permitted to but doesn't necessarily have to. What are Adelphia's
mtentions ill regard to the plan it will offer the Village and Town of Amherst in the next year or
so?

Mr. Haywood stated in the CutTent rebuild area, which is West Seneca, parts of Cheektowaga and
Lackawanna, there are additional channels, learning channels, cartoon channels, ESPN IT, C-
SPAN II and several channeis like that so residents will probabiy receive 8-10 more channels.

Trustee Kaye stated it is her understanding is that the Village will have the ability to have four of
it's Village Board meetings to be broadcast in addition to 12 events in the Village.

Mr. Haywood stated that is something we will be talking about. We might reduce that to two
because there is a great cost to Adelphia to do a live show. We have to rent a tlUck and at this
particular time microwave down to Lackawanna and then CatTY it across the system. The Town of
,Amherst has an agreement for four, for the Village we can talk about it since the size of Amherst is
;) little ditlerent fi"omthe Village. There al'e eventc;;that we have in there, a number of eventc;;fi"om
highschool basketball, baseball, football, that is also something that we can talk about. Those are
two items that he doesn't think there will be a problem.

Trustee Kaye asked if we could keep the four meetings and reduce the twelve special events.

?vir. Haywood stated the specie11events are not live. The cost comes into effect when it is live. We
have a microwave tlUck which we just purchased. The problem is that we don't have a license for
it. Chauile14 has a license for that frequency. Vie are tl)Ting to work out something with them. If
,\delphia had that in place, he would say that would not be a problem.

Trustee Lowther asked if that requU'ement was in the previous contract.

Mr. Haywood stated that was not and neither was a number of events that Adelphia would carry.

A,dditionally, Mr. Haywood stated the senior citizens in the Village would receive no charge for
:my installation for service for whatever they choose, age 60 and above.
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Minutes of the Public Hearing of the B03r'd of Trustees of the Vmage ofWiUiamsville head nn
the WiUiamsvme Vmage Hall, 5565 IVlain Street, '>Nmiamsville, New York on 1Vlonday,
.January 24, 1994 at 7:32 P.lVI.

Elroy Avery', Rhicwalt Street, asked how many sets in the Village can handle 100 stations.

V...r. Haywood stated there is conversion that can be purchased that will be able to carry those
additional channels.

Mr. Avery asked how much is the converter.

NIr. Haywood stated it is a convel1er a residents could purchase anywhere or from Adelphia at this
particular time.

Mr. Avery asked if senior citizens get it free.

l\IIr. Haywood stated not the converter.

Mr. Avery asked who needs 100 channels.

IVfr. Haywood stated it is the way of the future. He is not saying that today a resident will want
1,00 channels but there are residents that want it. A lot of those channels are going to be pay per
view. If there are 20 pay per view channels, if somebody wants to watch a movie now, they can
watch it now and not wait 5, 10, 15 minutes for it to stalt.

Ml·. Avery stated 11'3 people want to watch a movie and 300 don't, why should the residents have
to pay for it?

:\l1r. Haywood stated 1\1.r. Avery would not be paying for it.

Mr. Avery stated we are going to pay 5% more.

Trustee Lowther stated we are going to receive revenue of 5%.

Mr. Haywood stated Adelphia is regulated by the FCC. TIle monthly fee is not regulated in the
contract.

Trustee Kaye stated she understands that there is a reduction cost for the monthly service charge
for additional hookups within the home.

~Ir. Haywood stated that is $.95 versus it used to be $3.00. It used to be $3.00 for a remote
~ontro~ it's down to $.20 per month.

'flUstee Piazza asked when IVlr.Haywood anticipates the improvements being m..1de.
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• ,Minutes of the Public Hearing of the Board of Trustees of the Village ofVViiliam'sviUe heid in
the VVHUamsviHe Village Hall, 5565 M."lin Street, WiIlfiamsviHc, New York on Monday,
January 24. 199tt at 7:32 lP.l\1.

~1r.Haywood stated Adelphia has already statted in A..i1herstand Williamsville. We've probably
got 150 miles of strand on the poles. It's double systems now and once we've completed that,
we'll wreck all the other cable down. 'Ne just received the number of counts of fiber within the
bundles last week. He would say the entire rebuild should be done within the beginning of 1995.

Trustee Lowther asked with the new fiber optic systems that are going in and the rebuild being
done, will that reduce the instances of cable outages. A number of people have complained to her
about that personally.

Mr. Haywood stated yes. What happens right now i'l the Village is ted from the Ken Town head
end, which is in Kenmore. What happens then is there are many amplifiers between that. As you
go along, the fal1her you go away from the head end, the signal decreases and it needs an amplifier
to pick it up. For instance, there are probably 10 to 15 amplifiers from the Village to Tonawanda.
With light, amplifiers will not be needed anymore. If amplifiers don't have power, the cable stops.
With light you don't need any amplification so it will come trom Lackawanna aUthe way up to the
Village. We are in the process ofleasing a building on the Boardwalk on Nlaple and that is where
our head end facilities will go so there will be one right in the Town .

• Trustee Kaye asked if that will improve the clarity of the piciure because some of the comments
"he has received fi'om people were that they have televisions now that have the ability to have a
much crisper and clearer picture; however, they don't gel !hat because of the cable system !hat is
now in place.

Mr. Haywood stated if the residents have a particular problem right now, they should call Adelphia
because t.;ere could be some chewed cables, squllTc1s cause that a lot of times, or a bad
connection. It's going to improve a little bit but he doesn't think a great deal. IIjust gives
.\delphia the ability to add additional channels.

-:\1r. Galie stated Adelphia receives eBL T which is callied on Channel 13 and he believes their
Channel 5 in Canada, both of those are subject to significant weather intelference. He was told by
flne of Adelphia's repair persons that this is because Adelphia receives a signal from Boston, New
York.

1'vl1'.Haywood stated it's called SKlP. Itl that fi:equency, you will get skips all over the United
States, skipping all over. What happens is those frequencies will hit against each other and you
\,villget a fluttetlllg in the picture. Ifyau had an antenl1.a, you would receive that and maybe it
would look differently because your antenna is at your house versus Adelphia's antenna is now in
Boston. Itmay look different but you are going to getlwo signals beating against each other
creating a tlutter in the picture.

• 1\Ir. Galie asked if this change would effect that.
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• . Minutes of the Public Hearing of the Board of Tru~tees of the VDllageof Williamsville held in
the WiUiamsvme Village HaU, 5565 r~ain Street, \VmiamsviHe, New York on l\![onday,
January 24, 1994 at 7:32 P.:M.

Mr. Haywood stated this change would not. You are still going to have that problem. Adelphia is
picking up a signal from Toronto over the lake and that skips sometimes.

ivIr. Galle stated there are a coupie of cable companies in the area, there is one in Buffalo, Tel,
and one called Jones. They all offer services, a number of different channels. Is it the intention of
Adelphia serving Amherst and familiar areas to match the programming that they give?

Mr. fL1ywood stated it is not Adelphia's intention to match their programming. If it makes
economic sense for Adelphia to do that and for its subscribers who want it, yes, it would bring it
in. TCI carries COUi.1 because they are part owners so he Losnot saying they would bring iii court,
may be they would bring in something else but there is some other program that we would
defmitely look at once Adelphia has the ability to bring it in.

Trustee Piazza stated regarding the contract, there is a whole section concerned with Pedormance
Evaluation Sessions. There is a system that will be in place once this contract is finalized where
we, the Village Board, or through t..lteGovernment Advisory Board will be able to actually evalUate
how it feels Adelphia is doing and he believes that is Adeiphia)s intention.

• IVlr. Haywood stated that is beyond the FCC and New York State Cable Commission's rules and
regulations. There are some tmes that could be handed down to us if we don't provide good
,,;en1ce to the residents of the Village of Williamsville.

Mr. AvelY stated he has a cable ready set. He thinks he brings in 30-40 chalU1elsnow, how would
he program that?

:VIr. Haywood stated if Mr. Avery has a cable ready set, a lot ofthem will go to 100 automatically.
If Adelphia is going to provide 100 channels, then it obviously wants the customers to receive it. It
behooves us to make sure that you can receive it on your equipment or Adelphia provides
equipment for that. If the stations are pay per view you would need a descrambler from Adelphia.
Ifyou don't choose to subscribe to that, we would want to put it on our cable ready set~ so that
people with cable ready sets would be able to receive it.

TVf.r. Galle stated he thinks Mr. Haywood and the committee have done a fine job in negotiating
something that provides benefit for both the conmmnity and the cable company. He has a concem
that may not be addressed in the contract. He is concerned about diverse and balanced
;.rogramming in the kinds of channels that the cable company provides. Nil'. I-raywood knows at
this point. although it may not be in the future, Adelphia is pretty much a monopoly. Residents
dther have the choice of talcing the cable or putting an ugly big disk on our house and ruining the
esthetics of the Village. So it is important for residents to be concerned about the diversity of the-. ~
programming. He is very much concerned that we get programs on channels that don't repeat
what is already there. He thinks the Learning Channel is an excellent idea.•
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• _\1inutes of the Pl1lbUcHearing of the Board! of Trustees of the Vmage ofWilliamsvilie held in
the 'NilliamsviUe Village Hall, 5565 ~'Iahll Street, "ViHiamsville, New York on Monday,
January 24, 1994 at 7:32 P.M.

He tJ·J.nksit is a legitimate consideration for the residents and for the cable company to be bringing
residents those channels and giving us that diversity. He pressed the point earlier and wants to
j}ress it again, that is something he is very much concerned about. H.e doesn't t,hinkhe is speaking
as an individual.

•

Mr. Iiaywood stated he agrees. Obviously the subscribers want programming and Adelphia wants
to pmvide programTPlng. 1.Ve are the messengers .. ff a programmer comes to Adelphia and says,
we want to charge dollar "x" and the subscribers don't want to pay dollar "x" for that paliicular
"ervice, Adelphia cannot provide that service to our subscribers because they don't want to take
'llat increase or Adelphia doesn't think it can increase the dollar amount per year to these
subscribers to offset that cost tor that particular programming. Adelphia has to look at that. That
is obviously something that we will have to look at on the bottom line. We are regulated by the
FCC now so every penny we need to look at. There are not too many contracts that he knows of
!hroughout lhe United States that have programming left, that you have to carry this particular
Drogramming because we do not have the authority of what they will charge for us from us and we '
,~annottell what we are going to charge the subscribers anymore because Adelphia is regulated.
Being the messenger is kind of difficult tor us. For instance, ESPN goes out and signs a 300
vniUiondollar baseball contract. They come to Adelphia right a'.vay and say, here, you are paying
~hisnow. It wouid be very difficuit for Adelphia to take that off and we have to pay it. In turn,
'\.delphia has to go to the govemment or the Town or the Village and ask for an increase and we
,;an'l gel mal increase. We have 10 look al the programming. You say there is no competition
now, there will be competition around the corner. Ddlnitely competition around the comer so it
behooves us to give you good progranuning.

'Trustee Lowther asked if there is a mechanism in place for subscribers to make requests for certain
kinds of programming or is hit and miss. She doesn't think they are required to have public
heatings when they do make changes in the programming. Is that correct?

\11'. Haywood stated no, but there is something a sunrey in the contract that allows Adelphia to
-mrvey the customers as a joint venture for both of us to see what the customer wants.

'frustee Lowther stated she agrees with IVIr. Galie that rather than having another shopping channel
'hat perhaps we should be looking at having something that is different and more diverse. for the
vom.m.unity.

~vIr.Haywood stated sure. We are in the business to provide the best for the subscribers. Again,
we can't say what those rates are going to be that they are going to charge us. That makes it
difficult for us.

• Trustee Kelly asked how many channels are going to be basic .

:\l1r.Haywood stated he couldn't tell him.
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Minutes oUlle Public Hearing of the Board of Trustees of the VilBageof Williamsville held in
~he 'NiUiamsvme Village ]]all, 5565 ~:1ain Street, 'Williamsville, New York on Monday,
Jallluary 24, 1994 at 7:32 P ..M.

Trustee Kelly asked what is it in Cheektowaga and in Vlest Seneca.

Mr. Haywood stated for the additional channels rig.~tnow, it is $.30 additional for all those
additional channeis for those subscribers.

Trustee Kelly asked if Adelphia will keep approximately those same rates.

Mr. Haywood stated right.

Tmstee Kelly asked how much he is adding per chatmel.

~. Haywood stated we're adding approximately 10 stations .

.\.-1£. Galie stated he would like to take the individual stations, add them up and see how much you
would pay. Calculating it as it stands, choosing them individually does, in fact. cost more than the
package. There may be a time and he would hope it would solve the difficulty but the diversity
~hatsome of us want to be to technically provide a more economic way of choosing among those.
!s that in the foreseeable future? .

rVfr. Haywood stated it is if the programming is worth Adelphia's while, if it's not outrageous, if
;hey don't charge Adelphia an oulragt:ous amount. You have to understand the history of cable
television. Yes, you have 1.1channels and you paid $10.00 a month in 1976 but there wasn't the
programming that you have now in cable television. Our viewership has increased and their cost
has increased to Adelphia. The reason Adelphia went ala-calte is because our customers wanted
!o take individual channels. Yes, ifyou add five or six channels, it is going to be more but it is
cheaper for Adelphia to give people all of it versus some ofit, so that's why. If the technology is
c.heaper for Adelphia in the future and it makes sense, Adelphia would do that but today the
technology is not (here, cheaper technology. Interdiction, which is the box that goes at the pole
ri.QW is very expensive for us. \Ve have a $12,000,000 computer at our offices to take care of
billing and also Interdiction and addressable converters that Adelphia just purchased. That is a cost
to Adelp]1ja and is very expensive.

~rustee Piazza stated currently the Village receives 3% of the gross revenue of Adelphia Cable and
that is going to go to 5% retroactive to a June 30, 1993. We will be receiving payments
F.~miannuallyrather than the current system. The contract is pretty much something that benefits
both the Village and Adelphia Cable. He recommends that the Village accepts it with some minor
i:hings to be worked. out.

~\'1r.Rath stated we are going to continue with an Oversight Committee which is going to track
~.nw the contract is rwming and when the payments are made to the Village and to the Tnwn, what
i~1.eterms of the payments are going to be and just continue along the course of paying close
:ottention to this contract because the last time the contract was signed was 1968 and now it's 1994.
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• .Minutes of the PanbUe Hearing of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Wmiamsville held in
the \ViHiamsviUe Village I-Iall, 5565 Main Street, Williamsville, New York on l\1onday,
.§amllary 24, 1994 at 7:32 P.l\1.

There has been sueh a long lapse in change since the contract was Oliginally signed, we don't
want to lose out or misunderstand anything about the induStry as it has evolved to this point. The. ~ .

. Oversight Committee on the Town and the Village will track this contract and continue to meet
quite often and pay close attention to it.

TlUstee Kaye thanked Ivil'. Rath for all of his hard work.

Mayor Daniel'.;thanked the representatives for all of their hard work and everyone else on the
committee and the people from the Town. Jim Nesper deserves a lot of our thanks for working
with the contract from the Town and also it carried over to the Village.

Trustee Lowther thanked Ed Rath and stated as our Village representatives the Board really
appreciates the memos they have received to help clarifY the things that have changed and how he
~~.askept the Board up to date.

ON MOTION by Tmstee Piazza, seconded by Tmstee Kelly, it was moved to close the hearing at
7:56 P.IvI.

•
' '. 1Unanunous y carried.

Theresa L. Cummins
Village Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer

•
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Minutes of the ReguHar l\1eeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Williamsvilfte he.!d
iiii the VJilIiamsviHe Village Hall, 5565 !vlain Street, VViHiamsville, New York on Monday,
.January 24, 1994 at 7:3J1.P.M.

Present: Ronald Daniels. Afayor
Patrick Kelly Trustees
Yvonne Kaye
iv[my Lowther
Basil Piazza

Thomas Troy, Village Attorney
David Laubisch, Supt. of Public Works
Theresa L. Cummins, Village Administrator, Clerk-Treasurer

Also Present: Sheny Brink, Recording Secretary

~1ayor D4iLielscalled the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:31 P.l\r1.

ON Jl.J.10TIONby Mayor Daniels, seconded by Trustee Kelly, the minutes of the regular meeting
of the Board of Trustees held January 10, 1994 were approved .

Unanimously canled.

ON MOTION by Trustee Piazza, seconded by Trustee Lowther, it was moved to open a public
h.earing at 7:32 P.Ivt for the purpose of hearing all personc;;interested in expressing an opinion on
lite proposed contract between the Village of William'lvUle and Adelphia Cable Co. (The public
hearing closed at 7:56 p.m.)

Unanimously earned.

;\1ayor Daniels stated since the last meeting we have had incredibly difficult weather. He thanked
the DP'.v \vork forces for being out there for the Village during this time. Later on we will have
something from the Village as a "Thank You" for those workers that were out there in the cold
,ollecting our garbage .

.:VlayorDaniels reported he attended a Village Association meeting in Hamburg last week. It is
dways good io touch bases wilh lhe oilier Villages Losee what's happening in (he oilier Villages
:rwund the area of Erie County. One of the highHght-;of the evening wa'l the speaker, Jack Quinn,
who is a Congressman now from Hamburg, and as a fi·eshman in Washington he gave us some
insightc;;on government and the differences and actually the shocking ditferences between local
rule, he became a Supervisor of the Town of Hamburg to go to Wasmngton, w1:1ich is unusual.
Most representatives on the tederallevel generally come from the state level and then jump up to
t!le federal. He was very tharJcful for the fact that he was lucky to be from a town that he
represented grass roots ideas and basic concept') on the federai ievel. One point that he brought up
'.vas that for every dollar of ta'!:money that goes to the federal govemment they spend $1.56. Can
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IVRtmntesof the ReguRar Meeting of the Boan-d of Trustees of the Village of WiliiamsviHe held
nnd the Wmiamsvme Village Ibll, 5565 Main Street, VViHiamsviHe,New York on Monday,
.~~nuary 24, 1994 at 7:31 P.l\1.

you h'TIagi.licthc Village of WilliamS\/ille doing that with thc taxes from the Village? It wouldn't
work for more than one day. It's really an interesting concept and diflerence.

Mayor Daniels reported today he attended a meeting in the Town of Clarence regarding radon
resting that is going on throughout the country. Erie County, through t.lte Health Department
offers radon test kits. We coulq make them more available at Village Hall. 'You can get them at
your County Legislator's office, 5500 rVIainStreet. Brian Rusk's office has those for $8.00 and
~hose test radon in the home and you send the kit in and the reading levels come backin a repOli to
you. That's a discounted figure from the usual $15,00 - $25.00 for such a kit. We got a call last
tveek ii'om the Depaltm.ent of Health stating there was a report of WlY high levels of radon in a
dwelling in this area. It turned out it was on Harris Hill. Anything higher than four picocuries of
mdiation raises it to a level where the Department of Health will come in and do a second study
on the home. If it is justified they will do a sampling of homes within a square mile of that
~!welling. Four is the level at which they will test and this one residence came back with a reading
af 265 picocuries. It was originally 100, which made them test again. Their own testing
equipment came out with 265. That was on :Harris Hill. They will do a one mile search of that
area to see if that is an isolated incident or somethin.g that is very typical of that area. Escarpmen.t
homes, or homes that were built on the rock caused by the glacier, the Onodoga escarpment which
we really Jive on, which you can see very clearly Glen Park with the falls or ifyou overlook the
('enterpointe Development, it's right on the escarpment which goes from Niagara Falls all the way
~oBai.avia. The levels are elevaLed in many places along there. The area of Hanis Hill where this
level was found was in a development of tn-level homes which are half basement type homes with'
(l crawl space and many times the crawl space is simply gravel over the dirt. That is the type of
home that you will see an elevated level. This area if full of that 1940 type style homes. Lehn
Springs has many of those. We will be doing a little bit of testing in the Village just to see if we .
have the same problems. The Department of Health then gives the resident of a home that has
heen COnfllTIledas having high levels a plan and t':1eywill send one of their construction finns that
are a.ccredited to do thj,~work to evaluate the home and recommend a plan for abatement of the
"adon gas in the dwelling. There are measures that can be taken through ventilation or interception
of the gas before it comes into the dwelling. We will keep the residents posted if there is anything
the Village has to be concerned over.
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• 01.inutes of the RegUlllar.Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the VWage ofVVilluamsviIDe held
~nthe WilliamsviUe Village lL"!H,5565 :Main Street, Williamsville, New York on Monday,
January 2~, 199.:Sat 7:3], P.M.

ON IVIOTION by ~vfayorDaniels, seconded by Trustee Lowther, vouchers in the amount of
$134,985.24 coveling 01/07/94 - 01/20/94 were approved:

Payroll fund w/e 01112/94 $20,938.07

General fund
Water fund
Sewer fund
Tmst: & Agency fhnd
Glen Park fund

68,351.79
31,54.1.08
6,557.50
5,576.81
2,019.99

Grand Total $134,985.24

Large Vouchers:

Key Trust Company
Erie County Water

$33,550.00
$27,416.32

• Unanimously Carried.

ON MOTION by Mayor Daniels, seconded by Trustee Kelly the following n.:solution was hereby
2.dopted:

RESOLVED that Theresa L. Cummins, Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer
is hereby authorized to attend the NY State Government Finance
Association's Fifteenth Annual Conference and Training Session in
Albany, New York, March 23-25, 1994 andlhe cost, not to exceed
$550.00, to be paid by t.lteVillage of Williamsville.

Cnanimously carried.

•

Trustee Kelly thanked the DP\V for the job they have done over the past few weeks. Anyone who
h.1S been outside knows how difficult it has been. He thinks they have done a tenific job and is
pleased and honored to know most of the workers and is just amazed by how much work and
'-"trOtt they have put into it. They've all gone above and beyond anything that has been expected.
()n Wednesday and Thursday we had wind chill factors down in the -50 degrees range and
tmnperatures well below 0 degrees. ~vlanyof the municipalities suspended garbage pickup but our
men were out there. Tim Phalen. Pat Sweeney. Lou FriedlYl Chris Chase and Nfike Meldmln all
':lorked incredibly hard. He doesn't think people knew or appreciated the effort to do that.
I.\nvone who went outside for even 5 minutes knows how difficult it was on those two days and
\ I! '~

-'~'et they all put in a £i.ll1day's work. The ~1ayor has taken out of his Mayor's ~Aiscellaneous
'Judget a small token to allow them to have a pizza and beer on the Village at Sorrentino;s. les
0Uf small \vay of having a thank you to them for the hard work that they did during that peliod of
Hme.

11
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• Mfirnutesof the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village ofWilBuamsviIBe held!
~;ilthe Williamsvme Village Hal!, 5565 Main Street, ·Williamsville, New York on l\!(onday,
January 24, 19941at 7:31 P.l\1.

Trustee Kelly stated we are trying to get the Christmas trees picked up. Most of them are fi'ozen
~ntothe snow banks. \Ve have been out there with a pick up truck and a chain trying to get a lot of
them out there and be trucked away so they can be properly disposed of. If anyone has the time or
:~ffort, if they'd dig them out it would make things easier for the DPW.

7rustee Kelly stated people who have tIre hydrants in front of their houses should get together
with their neighbors and dig them out. No one realizes how important they are until you have an
~mergency. God forbid if the firemen go to fight a ftre, most of them know where they are but
I-Ji:ill trying to dig them out and hopefully they afe not frozen. The Fire Chief was out a few weeks
ago digging them out personally. He brought a crew of men out on a couple of occasions. If
residents went out and spent 15 minutes digging them out he thinks they would be surprised on
how easy it would be done and what a great benefit it would be for themselves and their neighbors.

Tmstee Lowther thanked the members of the Board and the people in general who had been very
ki..'1dto her duting her recent illness. She did miss the last tvvo meetings. She is happy to be back.

• Trustee Lmvther reported the Environmental Advisory Council, to which she L'j liaison, has
pmchased radon testing kits from Ivlary Lou Rath before she moved on to her new job and we
have all done our tests. We are going to be compiling our results at our next meeting and
presenling a repori iO ihe Board. There is a broad cross section lhroughoui the Village of people
("n the Board and 11 will be interesting to see what the results are and how they vary. Several of
~hehomes of the people Oil the Board are rig..'1ton the escarpment, including her own home.
When we get that information, we will pass it along and possibly get some good insight a'j to
',vhat's happening in thc Village on the radon problem.

~'mstee Lowther reported the Glen Park Joint Board will be meeting Tuesday, February 1st in the
fown Hall at 7:30 p.m. We've had a new storage shed in the process of being built to hold some
nf our equipment. It's on the south side of Glen Avenue near the handicapped parking area. It
will be in a velY good, not too obnoxious location to provide extra storage space for the equipment
that we do have to maintain the park.

Tmstee Lowther reported the Environmental Advisory Council meeting this month was cancelled.
It was scheduled to be last Thursday and it was one of the days when we had the wind chill factor
of -40 to -50 degree range. ·We didn't have anything of significance on the agend~l so we felt very
comfortable in postponing our meeting until nexi month.

•
Tlustee Lowther reported the Traffic and Safety Committee meeting was cancelled until next
month because there is not a lot of activity in the Building Department Ii.ght now. With the
weather being the way it has been, unless ''Ie have something of substance, it's a shame to drag
people out who are volunteers who do such a wonderful job, unless we really have something to
work on. Vie will be getting back together next month and moving forward on some different
items.

',/.t .....



• Minutes of the ReguUar Meeting ofthe Board of'f."ustees of the ViUage ofWmiarnsville held
inl the Vv'miamsviUe Village I-Iall, 5565 Main Street, WilliamsviHe, New York on IV[onday,
January 24, 1994 at 7:31 P.l\1.

fmstee Piazza rep011ed the senior citizens meeting is February 2nd. He knows alTangement~ have
ah-eady been made so fr.1S is not a call for a.'1yone to join the group but he understands the group is
going to Atlantic City this week to iose some money.

Trustee Piazza reported the Parks Committee is very close to making some purchases. We're
going to have a couple of salesmen corning from different companies so we can do some
~omparison of prices. We did a survey of people living on the Long Street park area because the
Parks Committee felt that that was a park that was most in need of some new pieces of playground
tquiprneiit. We're looking at put'chasing something for that area most of which will be paid for by .
money that the Parks Committee has raised over the past two years through the Savor the Flavor
.~ctivity and the Mis and Crafts show. The Parks Committee has, of its own money, around
$10,000, that it can contribute towards these pieces of equipment in addition to whatever else has
been budgeted. We are looking fOfVvard to meeting with those people and making some moves in
that direction.

•
Trustee Piazza mentioned the potential tor an ice rink. Thanks to Joe Frese and his work in that
1irection, we are looking at the possibility of putting up an ice rink in the very near future, this
year, to see how it works and then maybe try it again for future years. It seems that Island Park is
the best place lor it. We've looked at a couple other spots. He knows that is where it has been
done in the pasL and we'd like Lo iry ii. again mere as soon as we can geL maybe some heavy plasuc
or whatever else we need to put it together. We realize we are already half way into the winter this
}ear but we would like to take a shot at how it works this year and then go on in future years. Pait
of what is helping drive this, at no cost to the Village, he thanks Butz Avery and the Lions who
said that they arc willing to contribute $500.00 towards this, so that if we do have an ice link this
~'ear, it won't cost the Village tax payers any money. Normally the park is closed from Labor Day
en and we need an oftidal resolution in order to allow the park to be open for the pWlJoses of
having an ice rink this year.

I.)N Iv[OTION by Tmstee Piazza, seconded by Trustee Lowther, it was moved to suspend the
~ules for a resolution not on the agenda.

" Tnanimously carried.

ON :MOTION by Trustee PiazZ<1, seconded by Trustee Kelly, the following resolution was hereby
.:dopted:

•
RESOLVED that Island Park be open for public recreational purposes
on an ice skating rink to be constructed by the Village under the
superJision of the Village Parks Committee for such hours and under
such conditions as the Village Parks Committee shaH establish by
appropriate regulation.
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~linute§ of the Regular .Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Williamsvinle held
~4Uthe Williamsville Village Hall, 5565 l\1ain Street, Williamsville, New York 011 IV[onday,
January 24, 1994 at 7:31 P.l\1.

Tmstee Kaye stated she thinks it is a great idea. Her only question and she hopes that we could
resolve some of it is that there be some cleaning olf of the ice rink and provisions of that in heavy
snow versus always asking the com.-numty to bring their own snow shovels and clean it off. She
doesn't want to cause fiustration in the community. If there is some provision that on heavy
c:nows that some of that $500.00 maL.'1tenance might go to someone to clean it off, she thinks that
would be helpful to the community to be able to access and use it.

Trustee Piazza stated essentially it is a "take care of it yourself: ice rink. It is not like the ice rinks
;It Audobon where every hour the zamboni comes around to clean it off for us. There won't be
l.;gular guards posted. It's pretty nmch a "use it yourself, maintain it yourself' ice rink, except
under e),.1remeconditions. Trustee Kaye is mentioning one possible way we can approach that.
~\nother way might be to make use of some of the people that are conting into the Village through
court order to do community service. He doesn't have a definite answer. The Parks Committee
will discuss this. By and large, under normal conditions, unless we get a couple of feet or even a
toot of snow at one shot, the kids who use it will be expected to take care of it themselves. We
n:ill establish the ice rink and he would suspect that at some point in time through the Fire
Department we would be adding water on some type of schedule. It is something that we are
going to try to share and see how it works. Hopefully it will be used in future years also.

rTnanimously earried.

ON MOTION by Trustee Piazza, seconded by Trustee Kaye, it was moved to retum to the regular
agenda.

lTnanimously canicd.

Trustee Piazza stated the Government Advisory BO,ardwas pretty well covered in the discussion of
!he cable contract tonight. That is one of their responsibilities. We don'1 have a definite date for
cur next meeting as of right now.

ON MOTION by Trustee Piazza, seconded by Trustee Kelly, the following resolution was hereby
[~dopted:

RESOLVED that a Public Hearing will be held by the Board of Trustees
on Monday: February 14, 1994 at 7:30 P.M. in Village Hall for the
purpose of hearJ1i.g all persons h"lterested in discussing the proposed
expenditure of $55,370.00 of 1994 Community Development funds.

Lnanimously carried.

Irustee Piazza stated .isup slightly from previous years and there has been a change in where that
money can be spent in the Village. He will bring details of that up at that public hearing.
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l\1inutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Tmstees of the Village of WiliiamsviHe held
hi the 'Williamsville Village Hal!, 5565 :Main Street, Williamsville, New York on Monday,
.January 24, 1994 at 7:3.1 P.M:.

Trustee Kaye stated we have had all this cold weather and she hopes it stays cold enoug..'1for us to
have snow for our Winterfest on Sunday, February 6th at 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Glen Park.
There will be hay rides and hot chocolate, sledding, snow shoeing, cross country skiing and a lot of
fun.

Tmstee Kaye commended the DPW for having all the streets plowed and having all the garbage
picked up. She also commends BFI for doing such a great job in this extreme temperature.

Trustee Kaye reported at the last Youth and Recreation Comm.i.ttee meeting we had our grant
wtiter come in fi'om lvIiller & Associates and t1l1kto the Youtb. Conunittee about some of the
things that we may be looking at in writing some grants. There were a variety of ideas tossed
«round at that meeting. Two of the items that the grant writer left with from the Youth and
Recreation meeting was to look at additional activities in the Village that would appeal to high
school age students. If any high school students have some thoughts about the kind~ of acti\·i.ties
they would like to see here in the Village that we presently don't have, they can call her or drop
~er a line because the Committee would like to target doing some additional things students would
Eke to do. Some of the things that were talked about were having a "ooze fest" where it is a
volleyball game in the mud and sumo wrestling with inflatable sumo wrestling suits. There was
also many discussions about week long segments of learning from a' standpoint that a student could
wme and listen to a classical dance company or a potter in tenus of pottery, cera1l1ics,painters and
d whole;: variety of crall type programming as well similar to programs in the past that were at
ttl1park, anywhere horn paper making to potlety and painting to classical dance and music to
musical lessons. TIlOse are some cultural things that the grant writer is looking into. There has
heen funding available in other communities. The funding would also supply all of the personnel
and materials that would go along with that. If there are some things that the students feel they
would really like to do here in the community and are not offered, please let the Youth.and
recreation Comrr.ittee know so t1:tatwe can t1"'j to pro-vide those for you.

Trustee Kaye repOl1ed this coming \Vednesday there will be a Youth Award dinner·for the
r\mberst and Williamsville Youth and Recreation Boards. She is pleased that this year there will
he a Village of Williamsville recipient. Sue Schieder, who has been on the Williamsville Youth
Committee for many years, will be receiving the award and she just has been notified of that for
her hard work over many years of great service. Trustee Kaye has sent a letter nominating Tom
Lucia fi'om the Village who is also now Chaitman' of the Anlherst Youth Conunittee for a special
New York State Community Service Award for aU his hard work in the youth area.

'i'lUstee Kaye reported February 7th will be the nexi Planning Board meeting. InFeblUary there
'sill be no Youth and Recreation Committee meeting.

'[l1lstee Kaye stated her first resolution calls for a public hearing regarding Exceptional
Deveiopment on Castle Creek which has been the subject of numerous public hearings in the past.
H is a subdivision off Garri.son Road being built light now. Presently it is eight building lots and
they are looking to expand it to ten building lots by 'adding additional acreage.
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l\1"jmlltesof the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Williamsville heRd
%nthe WiIliamsvHle Village I-IaU, 5565 .Mann Street, 'WiUiamsville, New York on l\tlonday,
January 24, 19941 at 7:31 P.lVl

Since this is Exceptional Development, an additional public healing is needed so that residents can
comment on their thoughts and feelings on it. That heating will be on February 28th.

ON lVIOTION by Tru.stee Kaye, seconded, by T11lsteePiazza, the fonowing resolution was hereby
~dopted:

RESOL VED that a public heari.l1gbe held by the Board of Trustees on
Ivlonday, February 28, 1994, in Village Hall at 7:30 P.IvI. for the
purpose of heating all personc;; interested in discussionc;; on a revised
Exceptional Development pennit for the Castle Creek Development.

Trustee Lowther stated the new plans on the reconftgured development will be available to the
Board on February 4th so that we can review them and also while we are calling for a public
heaTh'1gon February 28, there are a number of citizen committees who will re\liew these plans.
'lhey have looked at the plans before, two of them being '1'raffic and Safety and the other is the
EnvITomnental Committee. V'le will have input from our citizen committees as to any concerns
they have with the reconfigured outline.

Trustee Kaye stated that will go to the Fire Department as well for their comments. If you would
li1<eto see those revised plans, you could pick up a GOpyof those anytime it-om February 4th and
afler al our Building Depariment

Unanimously carded.

TlUstce Kayc stated her second resolution autholizes the !\tIayor to sign a Youth Program
Agreement where we, as the Village of Williamsville, give additional monies evelY year for the
fown of Amherst Youth Board for the operation of the Williamsville Youth Center which now
has been relocated to Christian Central Conununity. They have a drop in and latch-key program.
This is budgeted and has been every year. Part of it is for utilities and the rest is for the operation
of the program.

ON IvIOTION by Tmstee Kaye, seconded by Trustee Kelly, the following resolution was hereby
:Idopted:

RESOLVED that l\tlayor Daniels is hereby authorized to sign the 1994
Youth Program Agieement between the TOwn of A..inherst Youth Board
and the Village of Williamsville for operation of the Williamsville Youth
Center in the amount of $6,804.00.

l,Tnanimously carried.~
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• ~1inutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Williamsville held
in the Williamsville Village Hall, 5565 Main Street, Williamsville, New York on :Monday,
January 24. 1994 at 7:31 P ..M.

•

Trustee Kaye stated her last resolution deals with the }v1ayorto signing a Town and Village
agreement so the Village can use the Town of Amherst Compost Facility. This has been a lengthy
discussion back and forth over the course of about a year and a half. One of the reasons why we
need to establish an intennunicipal agreement with the Town of Amherst to use their composting
facility is so that the State will release our recycling grant money. This is our last hoop that we
need to jump through to receive that money which was earmarked three years ago. We will finally
be receiving those funds. Presently, we compost all the leaves that we receive free of charge at a ,
variety of nurseries. We will continue to do this even though we have this intelmuncipal
agreement with the Town. We will use the free sources for composting. We also compost, free of
charge, our wood chips, and will continue to do that even though we have this intermunicipal
agreement. This serves as more of a back up and a method to make the State happy to release our
money. We do look at the point that we may use this composting facility to take some of our large
logs, which right now we don't have the ability to do anything with other than landfill so those
would then move into the composting but that's a very small portion of what we do. The Village
will be paying the Town $8.80 per cubic yard for all the materials that are delivered to the compos,t
facility and that is a pass through of the costs that the Town has for the expenses of capital costs,
equipment, operation, maintenance, repair and reconstruction of their facility in the Town of
Amherst. We have had many discussions on this Board that our feeling and her feeling,
personally, is that that is a very high amount in comparison ceJ1ainly to when you are talking about
disposing them free of charge. So that is why we are looking to use the facility minimally. The
other frustrating item regarding it has been we have tried to work this out with the Town, to no
avail, was that landscapers presently have the ability to pay less than $8.80 per cubic yard for using
the compost facility and we were uying to go tllat route as well which we did not successfully
come to 'but we are receiving a su"aightpass through cost for their operations.

ON l\IIOTION by Tmstee Kaye, seconded by Tmstee Piazza, the following resolution was hereby
adopted:

RESOLVED that .fv.fayorDaniels is hereby authorized to sign the
TOWn/Village Agreement-Compost Facility which will permit the Village
to share the use of the Town's Compost Facility and will provide for the
payment of reasonable charges in connection therewith.

Tmstee Kelly stated he is voting against this resolution. It fmstrates him to no end that although
we are Town residents and share in many of the costs with the Town, that the Village is charged
substantially more than a private landscaper would be in the areas outside of the Village to do
dumping and as a result he is not voting in favor of it.

•
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Williamsville held
in the Williamsville Village Hall, 5565 Main Street, Williamsville, New York on Monday,
January 24, 1994 at 7:31 P.l\1.

Roll Call:

Trustee Piazza
Trustee Lowther
Trustee Kelly
Trustee Kaye
:WIayorDaniels

yes
yes
no
yes
yes

Motion carried.

Trustee Kaye commented on the recycling bids we received. On January 10th we received bids
back from Integrated \Vaste, BFI, Modem, and Waste Management. Administrator Cummins has
put together a very comprehensive analysis and breakdown of those bids. We asked for them in a
variety of ways and she has analyzed that against the cost of the Village actually picking up the
material itself and we look like we fared much better this time. The bids have come in lower than
they were last time so we will see some additional savings. It looks as though we are leaning
towards a 25% return of the materials again this time. There will be no difference in the way that
resident's materials will be placed out or processed. We may be going with the same vendor again
but we will keep the public posted. We have not made an ultimate decision. We are meeting with
BFI at our next pre work session to discuss the expanded list of recycled goods that will be
included in some of these services. The Board will be letting residents know, probably by mail or
by leaving it in their door of a new expanded list of the recycled goods and just a bdef overview of
how to put them out. It will be the same, just put them in the recycle bin, put it out on garbage
day the same way as now but we will have the ability to accept additional material including bound
books, phone books, junk mail, # 5 and #6 plastics and a few other items such as cereal boxes that
we don't have the ability to take now. We will be pulling more garbage out of the waste stream
and recycling it. She is very pleased to see that.

Chief Zymanek stated it would be greatly appreciated if residents would dig the snow around their
fife hydrants.

Mayor Daniels stated there was a very bad fife during that cold snap. That fife rekindled a couple
days later. Several fife departments answered that call. To be out there with cold water in that 12
degree below zero weather is to their credit. Keep in mind that these people are all volunteers and
that is what makes the Village such a great place.

Superintendent of Public Works, David Laubisch, thanked the Mayor and the Board of Trustees
for all of their kind comments concerning the DPW. On behalf of the men on the garbage truck
he thanked the Village Board for the gift certificate. Ihat day we were in the -48 degree to -50
degree range which they classifY as being dangerous to work outside over a prolonged period of
time. When he got in the shop that morning he realized what they were facing and he wasn't
exactly sure what the proper solution to that problem was.
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He sat down with the men that work on that vehicle and decided that one of the avenues we could
pursue is to have a truck follow along behind the garbage tmck with two extra men in it. EvelY
10-15 minutes the two men that wer; on the back of the vehicle would get inside the warm vehicle
behind and switch off. But even doing that, he realized it still took a considerable amount of effort
and after hearing that other communities had suspended garbage pickup for one day and make it
one day later, he offered that opportunity to his employees. They said no, they thought it was
bearable and would like to go ahead and finish the route and keep everything on schedule.
Enough can't be said about the men that were performing the tasks outside on those two days.

1v1r. Laubisch stated the Mutual Aid Agreement between the Village of Williamsville and the
surrounding towns, actually the Erie County Highway Superintendent's Mutual Aid Agreement, .
has been in place for three years now. The Fire Department has a Mutual Aid Agreement where
when they get an exceptionally large ftre they are able to call in other frre departments from the
immediate area to help them battle the fire at hand. The Highway Superintendents thought it
would be a good idea to get some type of agreement together in the event something happened
such as the weekend between Christmas and New Year's when we had some problems with the
sander tmck. We were able to borrow a sander truck from the Town of Amherst on very short
notice and continue perlorming the functions to keep the streets safe. Not all the communities in
the immediate area belong to this Muiual Aid Agreement. This was highlighted at the Town
Highway Superintendent's meeting last week in Akron, New York hosted by the Town of
Newstead. The ivlutual Aid Agreement is a very valuable tool because othenvise we would have
to have a Board resolution every time we wanted to utilize a piece of equipment from the Town of
Amherst, which would be very cumbersome since we only meet once evelY two weeks in the
month. So it is something that is there, it benefits evetyone. One item that really highlighted its
value was when there was a ftre in Orchard Park. They lost a tremendous amount of equipment
on one of their buildings. The Mutual Aid Agreement is there, we use it and it works very well.
lvfr. Laubisch thanked Mr. Lucey and the Town of Amherst for the use of the sander for the week
in between Christmas and New Year's.

ON MOTION by Mayor Daniels, seconded by Tmstee Lowther, it was moved to suspend the
mles for the purpose of public participation.

Unanimously carried.

Mayor Daniels mentioned volunteers in the Village which is at the heart of the way the Board runs
the Village economically and with a lot of interest and participation from Village residents. He
thinks they really like to show ownership in the community. The more we can involve people, the·
more pride they have in the sun-oundings and take better care of it. The first time he met this
particular person she was coming in front of the Board to request a rezoning which is always a
difticult thing to do. She was, in this case, successful because she was requesting a rezoning from
commercial to residential. Although it was not even, at that, a very simple task she was successful
and stuck to it and later he found out she works for the TOli\'llPlanning Board. She was familiar
with that type of procedure.
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He was very impressed with her "sticktoitiveness" given the Board and difficulty in moving things
along. About a year later it came time for John Sheffer to implement his water testing of Ellicott
Creek through a grant that he had to see what the water quality was and ask volunteers from the
communities to go out and get boots on and wade into Ellicott Creek and test for dissolved OA)'gen,
phosphates, ammonia content, temperature, things like that, he thought of Jenny Lorenzi..'li and
asked her if she wanted to be part of the testing and she was right there. He thinks everyone really
enjoyed it. He thinks it was a very successful procedure for Ellicott Creek. About that same time
he was interested in getting the Village Tree program going better than it had been. He was
planting all the trees himself and trying to do a one man job of it and realized that wasn't the way
to go. The best way to get things done, he thinks, is to delegate authority and give someone else
credit. At that point he thought the Village might do well to have a Tree Warden whose job 'it
would be to field requests from residents asking for new trees to be planted. Also, this person
could go around the Village and look for locations where it might be nice to plant trees and also
the condition of the trees to see if they needed trimming and recommend cutting down in cases of
dangerous trees. At that point in time, Ginny Collier was interested in doing that and did a great
job. She left the Village and moved out of the limits and we like to include Village residents so
Mayor Daniels called Jenny Lorenzini up and asked if she would be interested in becoming the
Village's new Tree Warden. It tutTISout she has a degree in Horticulture, which he is not sure how
valuable that is on the Town Planning Board work she does, but it is very valuable for a Tree
Warden to have that kind of expet1ise. He was thrilled when Ms. Lorenzini said she would do it.
Following that were a couple years of very good programs and we planted about 100 new trees for
the Village. She organized the books and all of the things that go into the program to such a neat
and well organized degree. She's been asked by other people to do lots of things and realized that
her platter was so full that she needed to resign from the Tree Warden. Ms. Lorenzini did send
Mayor Daniels a nice letter saying she enjoyed her involvement and would like to step down. The
Boal'd would like to show their sign of appreciation for Jenny Lorenzini's eftorts and we generally
give a plaque for that kind of service. Ms. Lorenzini came up to receive the plaque. Mayor
Daniels stated if anyone knows someone who is interested in trees and has lots of free time and
enjoys digging in the dirt once in a while, they can contact his office.

Carolyn Schlifke, 192 Evans Street stated she has a suggestion about the radon testing. She is sure
there are many residents in the Village who have already had their property tested, herself
included. She has her report. Perhaps if Tnlstee Lowther could make it public in some manner,
residents would be willing to send her copies of their repol1s and she would have a larger cross
section of the Village. Trustee Lowther could request that residents put their address on. it's very. .
confidential but she is willing to let Trustee Lowther have her's because she doesn't have any
radon.

Mayor Daniels stated the new Supervisor in Clarence brought that out. She was reluctant to give
out addresses to the Department of Health because they found that experience in other
communities that resale value may be negatively affected.



• l\1inutes of the Regular Meeting of the Boar'd of Trustees of the Village of Williamsville held
in the Williamsville Village Hall, 5565 :Main Street, WiUiamsville, New York on :Monday,
January 24, 1994 at 7:31 P.M.

It's a funny area because if a house is on the market and there is the old formaldehyde insulation in.
there, they are required to remove all of that yet there are no regulations right now on radon except
for the fact that the seller has to guarantee that the house has no known defects or hazards and that
is in the contract. One of the problems with a sUlvey of this kind may be that anyone with high
levels would be reluctant to release that information for fear that their house would be adversely
affected.

Nls. Schlifl<e stated he probably would but you would be able to identify safe areas from the
people that would be willi..ngto hand in their report. As far as real estate sales, she knows first
hand, working in a real estate office, that man.y purcha."ers nowadays, if they are purchasing in an
area where radon could be a problem, require a radon test by the seller of the property. Ifyou
refuse, you don't have a sale. That's becoming more common, these various tests and engineer's
reports to protect the purchasers.

•
Ms. Schlifke stated she has another suggestion for the Chainnan of the Parks Committee, Mr.
Frese whom she is sure has already thought of this, with the new ice rink perhaps he should
already have in the works a sign stating that the rink will be strictly for ice skating by children and
not sports such as hockey. She personally doesn't have anything against hockey, but if they put up
a net and take over the rink, all the little kids are going to be deprived of using this space. The
Committee will probably have to sign it, otherwise she predicts that it's going to happen.

Ms. Schlifke stated today she dropped some copies of letters off for the Board and also delivered
copies to every member of the Amherst Town Board. She would appreciate it if the Board would
look at her response to Councilperson Jane Woodward who answered some questions that Ms.
Schlifkc had in regards to a signal at Evans and Essjay. The infOlmation Ms. Schlifke had
received from Trustee Lowther did not seem to match what she was telling Ms. Schlifke what
Councilperson Jane Woodward was telling Ms. Schlifke, that the Town Traffic and Safety Board
had come up with as far as an additional study, whether the study that was taken was conect, Ms.
Schlifke didn't personally think it was correct. From where they had the counter set she didn't see
how they could take into consideration the turn lane going into Essjay but as the Board reads the
letter they will see that the Traffic and Safety Board feels it was correct but now no more counts
will be taken. They don't feel the counts were suflicient for a signal and because of the
construction on Sheridan Drive this coming year, probably nothing would be done. That satisfies
?vis. Schlifke just fme because she is not looking forward to this signal. Her main concern, as the
Board reads her letter, is that the Town and the Village work together on this, whether they have
rights at that intersection or not. She thinks it is only common decency that the Town involves the
Village in this decision and come up with whatever is best for everyone and especially the
residents of Evans Street who are going to be impacted very heavily by this. Anything that the
Board can do in contacting the other members in the Town to try to get this cooperation going,
she would appreciate it.•
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Trustee Lowther stated now that she has a copy ofthe letter she will call Jane Woodward this
week and see if she can straighten out the communication because as Ms. Schlifke said, the
infOlmation Trustee Lowther received from the Highway Department seems to be totally different
fi:om the information Ails. -Woodward shared with Ails. SchJifke. We will work together and try to
find out what actually is happening.

Joe Frese, 275 AilillStreet thanked l\1r. Avery and the Lions Club for their generosity of a
monetary donation towards the ice rink. We really appreciate that and hope that the youth and the
residents of the community will also once the rink is in place. l\1r. Frese also thanked Trustee
Piazza for approving the rink tonight. We've had a lot of opposition regarding the ice rink that it
won't be used because of the location. We tried to get the location at Glen Park which was the
original location of the ice rink. Unfortunately, because of opposition, and some legitimate
concerns that is not going to be a reality. He personally feels that the recommendation ofIsland
Park is a good recommendation. It is going to be a large size ice rink. As per AiITs.Schlifke's
suggestion regarding the sign, yes, we have thought of that. We do not want to have any kind of
organized or pick up games, sports on that. This is strictly for the residents of the community in
relation to a recreational site so that they can skate. He personally hopes that the residents will take
advantage of this link. One of the biggest complaints that he has heard since he has been pushing
for this endeavor was that no one is going to use it because 10 or 15 years ago we had the same
idea and no one used it. Well 10 or 15 years ago these students here were probably 2 and 3 year
old and iLis a siLuationwhere this community has not only grown in population but has also
evened out in relation to the age differentials. It's no longer the elderly community. It's a wide
InL'{ of people now As you can see by the body tonight, if these young students here take
advantage of this ice skating rink, it would be a benefit to everybody. We are going to have an
infOlmational meeting in relation to the Parks Committee on Tuesday, February 15. Evelyone is
welcome to corne. If someone wants to express their satisfaction or dissatisf~lction regarding the
Parks but he personally thinks we are taking a giant step toward utilizing these parks all year
around instead of just a summer time event.

Jeff Hahn, 99 North Ellicott, stated he is here to complain about the two trees at the bottom of the
hill in the north section of Glen Park. A couple of weeks ago he was out with his young son and
daughter. They went down the hill and his daughter had a collision with the one tree, suffered
numerous facial bruises, black eye swollen shut for a few days and a mild concussion. She's fme
now. If she were not he would probably be there with his attorney. Inchecking around he has
heard of other instances of similar misfortune. If it is his place he would insist or demand to the
Board that those trees need to be moved or taken down.. He will happily volunteer as a one day
tree warden and take them down himself if that is necessary. If there is any comment from the'
Board he would like to hear it.

'Mayor Daniels stated this is not a new issue and there have been injuries in the past with these
trees. One of the advantages that has a built in frustration is that Glen Park is a joint TOWn/Village
venture. A separate board, the Glen Park Joint Board, detennines probably too much of what
goes on there rather than the Village Board and Town Board getting involved.
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Probably because of the joint ownership that we have given them, not on purpose but tacitly more
control over that park than is normally given to a village park and because of that, he has requested
on several occasions that those trees be taken down. He made a point of mentioning it to Trustee
Lowther again, who is liaison, from the Village Board to that Committee that we would like them
down. She says that this should go back to the Joint Board which 1\.1ayorDaniels takes exception
to because last year we had a child who needed stitches because of that same clump of trees. To
his way of thinking, they have no place at the bottom of an obvious sledding hill in a park that is
going to be used for that purpose. If it were up to him, he would be up there and chopping them
down but there has. been a lot of resistance to that and he is totally frustrated with it as well. We
have the Wintelfest coming up, it's going to be a problem again. TIley talk about putting hay bales
around it. That is not a solution as far as Mavor Daniels is concerned because then vou hit the haY~ v ~

bales. As far as Mayor Daniels is concerned, he is with Mr. Hahn. He will joint Mr. Hahn and
chop one of them while Mr. Hahn chops the other.

Trustee Lowther stated the Glen Park Joint Board meets on Tuesday and it will be before the
Winterfest and she is going to take this information back to them. In the past, there has been a
concern about injuries and children sledding in the area even though it is not a designated sledding
area and there was discussion about berming it and trying to move the trees with a tree mover and
a lot of different discussions going on. There was indication at one point last year that we were
going to try and get a landscaper in there and build a benn around it so that no one could actually
reach it so we would not have to move it. The budget constraints did not allow the Board to do
that last year. Trustee Lowther stated she is sony to hear that his daughter was hm1. She agrees
that it has been a problem for a long peliod of tinle and it needs to come to some type of
resolution.

Mr. Hahn stated he is taking this as a commitment on the patt of the Board that some effective
action \vill be ta1<en.

Trustee Piazza stated Mr. Hahn has the Board's backing.

;vIr. Hahn stated he doesn't think it is good government for the Village to be exposed legally.

Nfayor Daniels stated it is difficult for the Board to unilaterally determines what happens in that
park because it i", half Town and because of that he thinks that both boards have, more than they
should have, relied on the volunteer Joint Board. In this instance, it's probably not a prudent thing
to do.

l\tIr. Hahn stated he doesn't think so. He is sure 11r. Laubisch could send someone over there and
they could take care of it really quick.
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ON MOTION by Mayor Daniels, seconded by Trustee Kelly, the meeting was adjourned at 8:56
P.M.

Unanimously carried.

Theresa L. Cummins
Vil1-.geAdministrator/Clerk-Treasurer
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