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"Minutes of the Regular l\'leeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of WiliiamsviDIe held
in the Williamsville Village Hall, 5565 Main Street, \ViHiamsville, New York on :Monday,
November 14, 1994 at 7:40 P.M.

Present: Ronald Daniels
Larry Hillebrand
Mary Lowther
Basil Piazza
Yvonne Kaye

.A1ayor
Trustees

Patrick Kenv, Village Attorney
Theresa L. Cummins, Village Administrator, Clerk-Treasurer
David Laubisch, Superintendent a/Public Works

Also Present: Sherry Brink, Recording Secretary

Mayor Daniels called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7 :40 P.M.

ON MOTION by Mayor Daniels, seconded by Trustee Kaye, the minutes of the regUlar meeting
of the Board of Trustees held October 24, 1994 were approved.

Unanimously carried.

Mayor Daniels reported on an item involving the Town of Amherst and the Village of
Williamsville, a conununity prevention program that the Town applied for and was granted as one
of the few cities in the United States to receive grant money to explore drug abuse in our
community, awareness of alcohol, and smoking abuse. The conference is now in Amherst and
there was a small ceremony in front of Town Hall and there was a reception at 6:00 p.m. this
evening regarding that and the workshops for that particular event. It will be all day tomorrow at
the Manlot and Mayor Daniels will be attending for the Village. Hopefully out of this will come
hands on types of ideas that we can implement not only in the Village but in the Town as a whole.
hl his six.years on the Village Board, whether it be a Trustee or Mayor, vel)' little contact with,
problems of drug abuse in the area have come across the Village desks. \Ve feel, more or less, in a
vacuum here. He knows that the schools have awareness of that and the police certainly on a daily
basis have experience with it. This will give us the opportunity to look from a governmental
standpoint on what ways we can affect some improvement in awareness of this. He knows that we .

"had some legislation that we were looking at and were partially successful in limiting cigarette
machines in various location.., and that is one way government can step in. This will be exploring
what other conununities have done and he thinks tomorrow what we can do in Amherst. 'Mayor
Daniels is looking forward to that.
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Minutes of the Regular l\1eeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Williamsville held
in the Williamsville Village Hall, 5565 :Main Street, \Villiamsville, New York on Monday,
November 14, 1994 at 7:40 P.:M.

Mayor Daniels reported the Historic Presetvation Committee has been working with Robert Miller
and Ass,?ciates, which is the grant writing fun that the Village has retained for pursuing extra
money for the Village for projects and we initiated one through the committee to create a manual
of Village history based on a fourth grade curriculum. In fourth grade at Forest Elementary and
the other schools in the area they do a study program of the history in this area. It all started with
Jonas Williams and Joseph Ellicott who initially divided this area up into townships and settled it
with the first mill. Lacking for this effort in the schools is a form that they could use in a
workbook form for the history of the Village so that as they walk around they can do work sheets
on it and read the history of the Village area and the Town as a whole in a simple, understandable
text for that age level. This grant seeks to create that kind of a work book for the fourth grade
level and it is asking for $10,000 and we would provide matching work effort in that so that it
would not cost the Village anything but would then be stockpiled 5,000 books that they could use
in the fourth grade. We are excited about that. As part of the procedure to do that, we used a
map from 1909 that Wes Stone from the Planning Board has. He owns a survey company, and J

identified all the structures that existed in the Village period of 1909 and then physically went _
around the Village to identify those dwellings which are still here as pat1 of a survey to see how
many close to century homes rve have in the Village. It's incredible the number of houses in this
Village area that are 100 years old. There are only 16 that have plaques in front of their homes
that say century home. That is a program that the Historical Society of Williamsville has been
doing for several years now. That requires documentation and sUlvey and search of the property,
going back to verify that the home is 100 years old. We have a composite map now in our ftles
with dots on it identifying all the homes on all t~e street~. The street names have changed
considerably since 1909. There is no longer a Division Street or a Bear Street. Several of the
names are different but the homes are still there. It is an interesting map to look at. That selved as
one of the bases of our grant.

Mayor Daniels reported we are in an ongoing discussion about a building on Main Street that is
known as the Ice House. It is next to the \Villiamsville Inn between that and what was Amherst
Glass and is now a gift shop. The owner of that structure has been ordered to demolish the rear of
the structure due to the unsafe condition of it; however, there has been considerable interest in the
front of the building which isn't as old as 100 years but it is probably in the late 20's, early 30's.
The Amherst :Museum expressed some interest in it because of the unique architecture of the Ice
House front. Although ice was never made there, it was brought in from Buffalo and stored there.
The walls are full of cork and sawdust creating what would have been a cooler. Blocks of ice were
stored in there and then you put your money in the slot and out would come a cube of ice-large
refrigerator size, before electric refrigerators. There was some interest in saving the facade of that
building. We're working in trying to come up with something very quickly that hopefully can save
the front of tfu1.tstructure in some fashion or other whether it be simply as a facade that is
reinforced on that back as kind of a monument. If you look at the old stadium downtown on Best
Street, they have done that with the Buffaloes. There is nothing left but the facade of the original
stadium. 2. Creating another building on the back of that as another commercial venture and there
are several options currently open.
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Mayor Daniels had asked in a letter to the owner that they get back to him today on what their
plans were and unfortunately !vIayor Daniels was not here in the afternoon and doesn't know if
anything came through from the owners of the Ice House.

Trustee Kaye stated she spoke with David Sutton today and he wanted Trustee Kaye to relay to
the Board that they are looking for two additional weeks to work out some plans. It appears that
they may have a tenant who will rent that structure, renovate and bring it up to code and then rent
it. They talked about the fact that they would be very respectful to the character of the building.
They need two additional weeks to work out the money details in terms of if they will be able to .
work that out with !vIr. Habib. In two weeks !vIr. Habib will present a plan if the tenant does come
through. !vIr. Sutton also asked if through Historic Preservation if there is any funds to help
refurbish that tront of that building.

Mayor Daniels stated we would have to discuss that and see exactly what their plans were to know
if that were a possibility. He is certainly open to something that would retain something that is
unique in the community.

Trustee Kaye asked if that would be a possibility.

Mayor Daniels stated yes. He had real problems spending money to have the building removed to
the Amherst Museum because of preservation funds. He feels the money should be used for
things that will stay in the community. So that is a possibility. At this point, there never has been
plumbing, heat or actual legal electric to that building. It could be quite expensive and we will see.
We will have to do this after the Board meeting.

ON MOTION by Mayor Daniels, seconded by Trustee Hillebrand, vouchers in the amount of
$228,248.09 covering 10/22/94 - 11/09/94 were approved:

Payroll fund wle 10/31/94 $24,686.34

General fund
Water fund
Sewer fund
Glen Park
Trust & Agency fund
Capital fund

50,530.20
58,588.63

750.00
665.58

10,216.34
82,811.00

Grand Total $228,248.09

Large Vouchers:

Fleet Bank
Erie County Water

$29,821.31
27,836.38
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• Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of "Villiamsville held
in the "Villiamsville' VHlage Hall, 5565 Main Street, Williamsville, New York on l\10nday,
November 14, 1994 at 7:40 P.l\1.

Unanimously canled.

Mayor Daniels stated his next resolution deals with the election which will be coming up on March
21st. Village elections do not coincide with other elections which are inNovember. There are ViVO
option"Jfor Villages. We have chosen the March election date which is the third Tuesday in
March. A June election is also an option for Villages. Most villages do use that March date.

ON MOTION by Mayor Daniels, seconded by Trustee Piazza ,the following resolution was
hereby adopted:

'WHEREAS the next Village Election in the Village of vVilliamsville is
the be held on Tuesday, March 21, 1995 and'

WHEREAS the hours of voting will be from 12:00 noon until 9:00 P.M.
on March 21, 1995.

• NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that said Village shall be
divided into three election districts be as follows:

DISTRICT #1 - Includes the entire area east of Ellicott Creek,
south of Main Street;

DISTRICT #2 - Includes the entire area west of Ellicott Creek,
both sides of Main Street

DISTRICT #3 - Includes the entire area east of Ellicott Creek,
north of Main Street

AND BE IT FURTHER ·RESOL VED that the offices to be filled shall
be as follows:

one (1) Mayor fora fOUf(4) year term
one (1) Village JU"Jticefor a four (4) year term
two (2) Trustees for a four (4) year term

Unanimously carried.

Mayor Daniels stated his next resolution refers back to the work he spoke of on the grant for
HistOl1CPreservation. We 've added two members to the Historic Preservation Council to fill

.• positions that are required for the grant and actually are a good idea on a Preservation Council.
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• Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of \,Villiaillsville held
in the Williamsville Village Hall, 5565 Main Street, \Villiams"ille, New York on Monday,
November 14, 1994 at 7:40 P.M.

ON ¥OTION by Trustee Hillebrand seconded by Trustee Lowther ,the following resolution was
herehy adopted:

RESOLVED that Joseph Lenahan, 147 N. Ellicott Street and Richard
Swartz, 140 Cadman Drive, are hereby appointed to the Historic
Preservation Commission until the end of the 1994-1995 official Village
year.

Trustee Lowther asked if there were two openings or does the Commission need to be expanded.

Mayor Daniels stated he believes the openings exist. We were down a couple of members.
Joseph Lenahan has done quite a bit of work on preservation architecture. He is now working on
the facade of the Shea's Buffalo Theater downtown and he did the design work on that for the
restoration. He was aL')oinvolved with the Niagara Mohawk building renovation downtown. He
was one of the majors in that renovation. He has a keen interest in that. Richard Swartz is in the
Environmental Committee.

Trustee Kaye stated she understands Mr. Swartz will be taking an Environmental slot. Is Mr.
• Lenahan taking a Planning Board slot or Historic Preservation?

Mayor Daniels stated there were openings on the Board. We have never required a Preservation
Architect to be on the Board. ,There was a member that could be an at large member, which is
what he is filling.

Unanimously cani.ed.

Mayor Daniels stated the next resolution deals with taxes that have not been paid by Village
taxpayers for vali.ous properties within it') limits. Normally what we do is send the list to the
County for collection and then interest is accrued and is paid back to the Village. The County is
respon'Jible for the collection of the back taxes.

ON MOTION by Mayor Daniel'J, seconded by Tlll'Jtee Piazz.'l ,the following resolution was
hereby adopted:

WHEREAS the Village Clerk has returned her warrant and tax roll and
has delivered to the Board of Trustees an account of taxes remaining
due, amounting to $29,602.53 containing description of the land upon
which taxes are unpaid as the same were placed upon the tax roll
together with the amount assessed and interest thereon, and

• WHEREAS the said Village Clerk under oath has sworn that the taxes
mentioned in such account remain unpaid, and that after diligent eff~11s
she has been unable to collect same, and
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finthe Williamsville Village Hall, 5565 Main Street, \Villiamsville, New York on Monday,
November 14, 1994 at 7:40 P.M:.

\VHEREAS upon receiving such account from the Village Clerk, the
Board of Trustees compared the same with the original ta'{ roll of the
Village, and

WHEREAS said Board of TlUstees find such account to be a tlUe
transcript and has certified to the effect that they have compared it with
the origin,.l tax roll and find it to be correct,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Village
of Williamsville is hereby credited by this Board of Trustees with he
amount of said account in said return, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certificate executed by each
member of the Village Board be attached t the account of unpaid taxes
stating a total of unpaid taxes in the amount of $29,602.53 and reciting
that the account has been compared and found to be correct; and that
the Clerk transmit said account and cel1ificate to the appropriate ofticer
of the County of Erie within 15 days to enforce collection pursuant to
Section 1442 of the Real Property Tax Law.

Trustee Piazza asked does Erie County charge us for this senrice?

Administrator Cummins stated no. We turn them over to Eti.e County and they collect them for us
and transmit the money back to us.

Trustee Piazza asked taxes plus interest?

Administrator Cummins stated yes.

Trustee Piazza asked if it was costing the Village anything.

Mayor Daniele;stated we make money if we eventually collect.

Attorney Kelly stated it is up to the County to get it.

Administrator Cummins stated we always get the funds from the County after they collect their
ta'{es in March.

Unanimously carried.
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the B03"d of Tmstees of the Village of Williamsville held
in the Williamsville Village Hall, 5565 :Main Street, Williamsville, New York on Monday,
November 14, 1994 at 7:40 P.M.

\

Mayor Daniels stated we have bond counsel that we use for all the large projects in the Village if
we are going to put in sewer lines or water lines or electrical services for street lighting, a large
project, a large purchase. We use the counsel to secure the bonding for us. It was our Village
Attorney's suggestion that we fe-look at the fums that are in the bond counsel market to see if we
could improve the deal that we have with the counsel. \Ve went out to some competitive,
informational bids and although we will be ret1ining the original bond counsel which we have
used in the past, the cost to us because of the re-examination and the competitive nature of this
have come down, so it was a worthwhile exercise for w, to do this.

ON :MOTION by !\1ayor Daniels, seconded by Trustee Hillebrand ,the followmg resolution was
hereby adopted:

RESOLVED that the fmn of Hawkins, Delafield and Wood is hereby
appointed Bond Counsel for the Village of Williamsville as per their
proposals dated 10124/94 and 10/27/94.

Unanimously carried .

Trustee Piazza reported the playground equipment at South Long Street is in and there have
ah-eady been some children playing on it. Parents are very happy to see this in that area of the
Village. Volunteers will be placing wood chips and lumber around that later this week, either

(tomon'ow, Wednesday or Thursday. 0

Trustee Piazza repOlted the Parks Committee will be discussing the possibility of placing an'ice
rink in Island Park at its Viednesday meeting. He is not sure what the committee will recommend.
Itwill be discussed on Wednesday. If anyone wants some input into that, they are welcome to
attend that meeting.

Trustee Piazza reported on the Local Government Advisory Board. The cable contract fmally
. came in. Administrator Cummins has to respond t.o that, then they have to then send the
information to the FCC before we actually get money owed. We probably won't see any money
for another 60-90 ck1ySor even longer than that. The system is in process. \Ve do have a viable
cable contract now.

Trustee Piazza stated regarding water meters, resolutions were going to be mentioned tonight but
they are being held until the bond counsel fulfills its part of creating a bond. Administrator
Cummins will be contacting the bidding companies to ask them to extend their bids beyond the
normal 45 day limit to give us a chance to put this in normal legal order.

Trustee Piazza stated his ftrst resolution deals with a grant proposal for historical monies .
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ON MOTION by Trustee Piazza, seconded by Trustee Hillebrand, the following resolution was
hereby adopted:

RESOL YED that Mayor Daniels i~ hereby authorized to sign a
$10,000.00 Grant Application with NYS under the Certified Local
Government Program to develop 5,000 booklets for F oU11h Grade
Students dealing with Village History.

Trustee Kaye asked what in kind services will we be performing?

Mayor Daniels stated he has the grant proposal here. He can give her a copy and she can look at
it.

Trustee Kaye asked if Mayor DanieL~could tell her briefly what we will be providing.

Mayor Daniels stated here is the budget. And in kind is Village Historian.

"Trustee Kaye asked if that would be Gartley Weller.

Mayor Daniels stated right. There is a walking tour by a docent, someone who is familiar with the
manual, a volunteer that will take the kids around. That has a price tag on it. All of the things on
the in kind column here.

Trustee Kaye asked do we know who will actually be performing the development of this.

Mayor Daniels stated no, ifwe get it agreed to, he assumes the curriculum consultant would be
someone that is within the school.

Trustee Kaye asked where would someone be able to get a copy or see that composite map to see
if their home is on that 1909 map.

Mayor Daniels brought it in tonight. It is in the Board room.

Unanimously canied.
I

Trustee Piazza stated his second resolution goes,back to the Cadman area work project. As the
gentlemen were working in that area, Triple R Construction Company, they found some things
eight feet down that were not expected and so the cost went up a little. We all feel it was a
legitimate increase in cost for the Cadman area.
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ON MOTION by Trustee Piazza, seconded by Tlustee Lowther, the following resolution was
hereby adopted:

RESOLVED that 1\I1ayorDaniels is hereby authorized to sign Final
Change Order increase for Triple R Contracting on the Water
Reconstmction Project in the amount of $5,732.47 as follows:

(pER ATTACHED SHEETS)

Unanimously carried.

Tmstee Piazza stated his third resolution goes back to a water meter bid that we had originally put
out when we asked for a combination bid on both materials and the placing of the water meters on
the houses. We actually retracted that because we felt that by putting separate bids out, and we
know that by putting separate bids out we could save close to $30,000. This resolution is to retract
a previous bid proposal.

ON MOTION by Tmstee Piazza, seconded by Trustee Lmvther, the following resolution was
hereby adopted:

RESOLVED that all sealed bids for the purchase and installation of
water meters throughout the Village, which were received by the Village
Administrator on September 20, 1994 are hereby rejected.

Unanimously carried.

Tmstee Hillebrand repOited we had a very interesting PIarming and Architectural Review
Committee meeting two weeks ago. We have some new tenants in our Village. Pitt Petri is
coming to Main Street and South Ellicott, a coffee deli bar across the street and a new shoe store.
The Village and all of these new businesses are pleased to come to the Village. The Planning
Board perceives that we are gaining character in the greater Erie County and that we are getting
shops and stores that are changing our image more to a boutique and a more upscale type image.
These are very positive changes and he thinks it is a credit to our whole Village that we are
continuing'to attract that kind of upscale businessmen to come. We wish them well.

Trustee Hillebrand reported next week we will be having an Environmental meeting on Thursday
to which everyone is invited. We will discuss matters of interest, sewers, mosquitoes and other
environmental issues of interest to the Village .
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• Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees orthe Village ofWilliamsviIle held
nn the Williamsville Village HaH, 5565 Mann Street, Williamsville, New York on Monday,
November 14, 199~at 7:40 P.M.

ON MOTION by Tl1lstee Hillebrand, seconded by Tl1lstee Piazza, the following resolution was
hereby adopted:

RESOLVED that Local Law #7-1994, amending Sections 89-2 and 89-
4A of the Streets and Sidewalk Code regarding Cul-de-sacs, which was
the subject of a public hearing on August 22, 1994; September 12,
1994; September 26, 1994; and October 17, 1994; is hereby adopted.

•

Trustee Lowther stated she would like to reiterate her position on it. She will not be able to
support this resolution as a change in the Village code for a couple of reasons. First, our Village
Traffic and Safety Committee, which is a volunteer committee and has no official legal standing,
has agreed that they do not want to see any sidewalks not in place or removed from existing areas.
She feels very strongly that this is a safety issue and that should be addressed flfst and foremost.
The only item that has been brought fOlWard to us in order to change this particular law, which
introduces new law actually, is an aesthetics law to make the area look nicer. She is in full
agreement that the development in question, which is the Castle Creek Development off of
Garrison Road, will look nicer without the sidewall(s. It will make the lots look larger and it will be
very attractive and she is very happy to see our ta'{ base being expanded and increased by these
eight homes; however she feels very strongly that sidewalks are part of the Village and that we
need and should require. She can't supp0l1 the change ofthe law to start deleting sidewalks in any
area. She thinks it is crucial that they be there. We are a walking community, a bicycle ti.ding
community and she thinks not putting sidewalks in to keep that particular agenda that she thinks is
part of this community. The bottom line is safety. She sees a real problem somewhere down the
road. Hopefully it will never happen but if someone is ever injured she feels the Village will be
ppen to litigation. Itwould be very serious by going ahead and changing this law.

Trustee Kaye stated she wants to echo what Trustee Lowther has said and the fact that she whole
heartily believes that the safety issue overrides any aesthetic issue in terms of the sidewalks. She
won't go into all the areas that Trustee Lowther has but for those who regularly attend the
meetings know the months that we have been debating this. Without question, we should not be
changing this law. We also had a lengthy discussion just prior to this meeting that the minimum
turning radius, which is defmed under cul-de-sac a.c;; street that is opened at one end only, the
closed end containing a paved turnin~ area which has a minimum radius of 18'. Originally there
was a question about the definition which only read that a cul~de-sac is a street open a one end
only. Tl1lstee Kaye had made the request that we have a turning radius on the end in tenns of
defining it because she felt that in her own mind that a cul-de-sac clearly have the circular turning
radius that allows one to turn around without making a three point turn in it. This minimum
turning radius doesn't necessarily meet her personal criteria. In speaking with the Building
Inspector, David Sutton, she did ask him to review and look up what the standards were for a
turning radius in a cul-de-sac. According to the architectural graphic design criteria, eighth edition,
for a small cul-de-sac to function is a 38' turning radius. Also, the Fire Chief has told Trustee
Kaye that an 18' turning radius will not address his vehicles.
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So she .does realize when the Mayor paces off the 18' for it, he is looking at existing areas that he
felt wanted to fall into his personal criteria; however, it is not her personal criteria nor the technical
standards required. Also the seniors and the Fire Department have requested that the sidewalk
code remain the same and -againthose are for safety issues. We have a very high population of
seniors, about 22% to 24%. Some are avid walkers and there are many young in the area who are
bicycle and tricycle riders. She votes a no on this.

Trustee Piazza stated we obviously have a disagreement on the 'question of safety. It is his opinion
that these are very safe cul-de-sacs and they will continue to be safe ,vithout sidewalks and we are
not increasing the safety factor for anyone by not h~lving sidewalks. Although we are ttying to say
safety is a major issue, he doesn't see that as a true issue.

Trustee Hillebrand stated he is a proponent of this change and he is not happy about our Village
becoming urbanized. He liked our Village when it was not urbanized. He doesn't think sidewalks
are a positive contribution. He thinks if we have a traffic problem, lets solve the traffic problem.
He is for making the streets accessible to the people and not forcing them off to the sidewalk. He
thinks our Village has the character it has because it doesn't have sidewalks and he thinks the
Mayor's video very powerfully indicated those kinds of very nice neighborhoods we would all like

• to live in. He is against sidewalks and a proponent of this change .

.Mayor Daniels stated this does not delete one square of sidewalk in the Village. Itmore brings the
code into reality and the fact that none of the existing cul-de-sacs have sidewalks at this point and
by the survey results and the video, not only do residents of cul-de-sacs not want sidewalking, in
most ofthe areas sidewalking would be very difficult if not impossible to install anyway. It's just a
reality check type of thing as to what exists. It's also to be noted that this dO,esnot relieve the
pending Castle Creek subdivision building from requirement for sidewalks, since that is an
exceptional development. Although it is a step that would allow something like that to happen, it is
not a given that because of tm"!law Castle Creek will not have sidewalks.

Roll Call:

Trustee Kaye No
Trustee Lowther No
Trustee Hillebrand Yes
Trustee Piazza Yes
Mayor Daniels Yes

Motion Carried.

11



~------------------------~~~~--~ ---

• l\1inutes of the Regular I\1eeting of the B031rd of Trustee§ of the Village of Williamsville held
in the \'Villiamsville Village Hall, 5565 Main Street, Williamsville, New York on Monday,
November 14, 1994 at 7:40 P.M.

TlUstee Kaye the Youth and Recreation Committee had a very successful Halloween parade and
party which cuhninated at Saints Peter and Paul's for the party. Trustee Kaye thanked the Fire
Department for escorting us in Williamsville, the Williamsville Senior High School band for
escorting us ~and providing music and of course Saints Peter and Paul and all the volunteers for
their hard work that made it happen. It was a very successful event with approximately 900 people
in attendance. We really had a large turnout. The weather was phenomenal and the change of
time had not gone into effect yet, so it wasn't dark yet, the weather was wann. It really was
tenific. The Youth and Recreation Board will be having a meeting tomorrow and will be
discussing the upcoming Winterfest and the caroling that we have every time this year in Island
Park.

•

Trustee Kaye reported the seniors have Craft Day every Tuesday here in Village Hall and
tomorrow they do have a trip if anyone is interested. It is at 8:45 a.m. and is going out to East
Aurora. Charlotte Jurek said she was hold a spot for Mayor Daniels and still has several spots
available to go to East Aurora tomorrow for a luncheon. It is $25.00 per person for a tour of the
area. They will not be having a meeting on the 23rd of this month; however, on December 12th
we will be having their annual holiday luncheon and those on our senior committee are certainly
welcome to come and they will be having entertainment as well. Also, for our seniors, we have a
craft cabinet that has been built in the activities room and it has been long in coming and Trustee
Kaye thanked Ray Swaliz and the DPW and Dave Laubisch for helping that along. That is
something that they have really wanted for a long time. They wanted TlUstee Kaye to ask Mayor
Daniels if he has alTanged the washing of the walls because that is what is holding them up right
now. That is a critical point.

1\IlayorDaniels stated they have lots of people that should be doing it but they all want to do filing
instead of sClUbbing. He had promised Ray that it would be done by last week. A couple people
did not show up who are working off conununity service hours.

•

Trustee Kaye stated in the past two months we have had several incidents of rabies, animals who
have been rabid and have been caught and the Department of Health has determined that they
have had rabies. They have all been raccoons. In the past two month period, we have had SL\: in
the immediate area, two were in the Village and four who were just around the perimeter. When
she spoke to Mr. Trippi today at the Board of Health, he did want to relay some thoughts. If
someone suspects an animal is rabi(~ there have only been raccoons, they haven't had any other
animals from these areas, they are feeling that all the animals that are raccoons, skunks and
possum, we should consider those rabid and notJo come in contact with them. Residents should
call the Amherst Police Department. If they think the animal is rabid, they should tell them
immediately and they Will send someone out and cali the animal away to the Health Department to
analyze it as well. There are several pamphlets out in front about rabies and what to do and
especially to make sure that even though a resident has not been bitten or scratched by an animal,
pilre saliva in it's wet form is enough to transmit the rabies to other animals or to a human. We
also have flyers regarding this from Erie County Health, New York St:1teand some other areas.
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Trustee Kaye reported in terms of recyclipg, we have received a check for July 1st through
September 30th from BFI, we received 25% from the sale of recyclahles. This year it has been
$2,034 which is the largest check we have received to date. It is amazing to look at the past six
months. She compared the time fi'ame that was just prior to signing our new contract for recycling
before we added additional items. We added additional plastics, glass, junk mail, phone books and
hard bound books. Looking at the numbers is really very interesting because when we look at the
tonnage from newspaper, before the new contract that we went into in May, we had 97 tons for a
tWomonth period. We now have 125 tons of newspaper. We've had all areas go up due to the
new contract and what we are now taking but particularly newspaper and corrugated cardboard
have gone up substantially. We a1'50have seen a net market price also go up as well. In Januaty
through March, which was pre new contract, the net market price was only $20.00 per ton but
now the new net market price is up to $47.00 a ton. It's now more than doubled. That, in terms
of corrugated, the price has almost tripled. Itwas $35.00 and is now $100.00 net market price.
We have also seen' a slight rise in plastic as well. We have seen newspaper and cOl1ugated net
market prices rise substantially along with the tonnage. It's great to see so many'people in the
Village recycling. We should also see that amount come down out of our garbage as well in telIDS
of tipping fees. For this same time frame we collected 39 tons more over a two month period of •
time than we did ~efore. That is a substantial amount 9f recyclables.

Tmstee Kaye st<'ltedher resolution is to appoint a clerk to the Village Justice. It was an en-or on
the Village's point that when we had someone leave and we refilled this position with an existing
individual, we did not technically appoint her Clerk to the Village Justice.

ON MOTION by Tmstee Kaye, seconded by Tmstee Piazz.:'l,the following resolution was hereby
adopted:

RESOLVED that Gail Jahreis, 3300 Tonawanda Creek Road is hereby
appointed Clerk to the Village Justice, P.T. effective October 25, 1994
at the rate of $6.59 per hour.

Unanimously carried.

Tmstee Lowther reported on the parking situation at the Meeting House and stated she would like
to talk to the Board about it after the meeting. Two meetings ago we passed a resolution
restricting the parking back there to two hour parking and we've had a lot of difficulty with the .
neighbors who are insisting they have the right to park there to the point where she had a call from
Eleanor Master who is the caretaker and admits people to the Meeting House when they have a
pennit to use it. She called Trustee Lowther last night and told her one of the residents actually
interrupted a church service yesterday and demanded that the minister move his car because it was
impeding her access to the lot. She thinks this Board needs to sit down and decide what we re
going to do 'because she thinks it is a really serious problem. These people have rented the
Meeting House and when their religious services are being broken into like that, she thinks that is
really inappropriate. She will be looking to the Board for some answers this evening.
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Trustee Lowther stated at the last meeting she had the College Park Environmental Impact
Statement and it took her five days to get through it. She basically read just about every page of it.
She thinks there are some real concerns for the Village of Williamsville even though this
development is being developed just outside the boundaries. In discussion with Superintendent of
Public Works, David Laubisch, we had a long discussion about drainage concerns and the use of
the storm sewers on Wehrle Drive which is where this property is intending to drain and from
there it will go into Ellicott Creek. During heavy rain storms there have been several problems
along Wehrle to the point where we actually had stonn water squirting up out of manholes because
this sewer is overloaded to the point that it can't accept anymore runoff. When we' start talking
about a huge development of 300,000 square feet, plus, of office space and the associated parking
and development that goes along with it, she thinks we have'some real concerns that we as a Board
need to address and we need to really be able to talk to the Town of Amherst and let them know
what our concerns are before they go ahead and approve this rezoning of this project and along
with that goes the traffic concerns. Anyone who has driven down Wehrle Drive, the
Youngs/Wehrle area, the TransitlWehrle area, the Main/Youngs area or Ga111sonRoad around
5:00 p.m., they know what the traffic is like. It is"bumper to bumper. We need to talk about
working in concet1 with the Town of Amherst and seeing that if they intend to pass this rezoning
that our problems are addressed as a Village, even though this is not our project. We are going to
be very heavily impacted as a side effect of this development. She is hoping the other members of
the Board have read the Environmental Impact Statement and we can have a brief discussion about
that this evening to formulate some kind of communication to the Town of Amherst.

Tmstee Lowther reported on the ongoing progress on Rinewalt Street at Jeny Gordon's property.
Since the last meeting the garage has been demolished. Due to leaf pickup, we have not been able
to actually have the debris picked up at this point. After a discussion with Superintendent
Laubisch, he suggested that it all be piled as neatly as possible and at the end of leaf season we'll
see about getting it hauled away from the site. She has talked to Mr. Gordon in the last few days
so she doesn't know if any progress has been made this past weekend.

Tmstee Lowther reported there is a Traffic and Safety meeting Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m.
here at Village Hall.

•

Trustee Lowther reported that Glen Park met last week and one of our guests was Warren Miller
who is the owner of the Mill on Spring Street. They are in the process of repainting that building
which has been badly needed for many years. We've also had a di~cussion with him when he has
the waterway open and running while he is generating his own electrical power, which is his
ultimate g\Jal, it also helps clean up the ponds in Glen Park. It keeps the water mmllng thJ"Ough
there, which has been one of our goals in the Glen Park Joint Board because when the water gets
stagnant with the population of ducks and the growth of algae and other things, it becomes a very
unsanitary, unpleasant thing to deal with. With him opening up the waterway a little bit more and
using it more, more water is coming out of the mill down into the park and down into Ellicott
Creek so it really helps improve the quality of water and the park tremendously.
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November 14, 1994 at 7:40 P.1\1.

It's a real dramatic chal1ge. It is one of the oldest spots in the Village. It was a pleasure speaking
to Mr. .rv1iller.

Trustee Lowther stated she wants to speak to the Board about truck traffic on side streets. She
lives on North Ellicott Street and a car carrier with nine vehicles on it turned off ofl\1ain Street
and came down North Ellicott and rumbled down the street. From her understanding when she
had the report done on the quality of our roads, North Ellicott was one that had some substantial
under damage and will need some attention and she thinks there are probably a couple others like
that in the Village. She is extremely concerned that we have a truck that has nine vehicles on it
traveling down a very narrow Vil1'ige road that has parking on one side of the stre~t. She knows
residents have come forward before and talked about having signs put at the entrances of the street
to restrict truck traffic to local deliveries only. After seeing this the other d.:'ly,she was just
astonished. She stood on.the sidewalk an,dher mouth almost fell open because she couldn't
believe someone actually had the nerve to turn off of l\1ain Street and bring a ttuck carrier down
that street. She thinks this is something the Board should take a look at. She is really concerned.
This is going to destroy our streets. We are going to have another year bef01:ewe have Main
Street settled down as far as the repaving and the reconstruction that is going to start again out to
Youngs Road. We should talk about it and come to some conclusion about what we would like to
do to address this problem.•

•

.
Trustee Lowther stated about a year and a half ago a friend of hers, Councilmember Peggy
Santillo and her started a group of women to have discussions about different things in the
community. At that point, it was a pal1isan type of thing. We hit on a speaker who was Lt. Don
Wright from the Amherst Police Depattment and his topic was domestic violence in the Town of
Amherst. She guesses she was naive in the fact that she didn't feel this was a real issue here in the
Town of Amherst. What ultimately happened was this pat1isan group became a large bipat1isan
group. We've had women from all over the Town of Amherst in this organization now. It's
called the Amherst Domestic Violence Task Force. We meet once a month rat the Harlem Road
Community Center. Last month the Town of Amherst declared November as Domestic Violence
Awareness month. When we met with the Lt. from the Amherst Police Depal1ment, he said they
have a special group of officers who volunteer to handle domestic violence calls. She was
astonished to hear that last year there were 1,233 reported domestic violence in.c;;tancesin the Town
of Amherst. He was telling us about the needs the Town had as far as helping people who were in
a situation concerning domestic violence. One of the things was they are looking to have a more
family oriented type of room in the Police headquarters. We felt that was sort of beyond our
means to address. The other thing they wanted was to have posters and handouts available
throughout the community. So we set about raising the money to do that. We sponsored a play
called "Father Knows Best" in the Meeting House last year and we raised the funds between that
and corporate sponsors to develop this and what we carne up with is a three part brochure that
explains domestic violence and what one should do to protect themselves and who to cont.1ct to
reach out into the community in order to heip. We also came up with a poster which we just
received this week and it is going to be distributed to doctor's offices throughout the community.
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She is going to ask Tmstee Kaye, who is liaison to the Justice, to make sure that we have one
posted in the Justice area and we have some of these brochures available because when she heard
that we had over 100 reported incidents per month in the Town of Amherst, she was shocked.
She didn't think there would be anything like that. She thlnks that this is something that is real
worthwhile for the community and it is a big help and if anyone has a place they would like to put
.these, she has many of them.

Tmsree LOWthersIareClher resolurion calls tor a public hearing based on a peririon we received
from some residents on South Ellicott who reside between Main and Park drive who have a
pmbleiii with parking. They have cl.oskedthat we address this for them, sOwe ,ife (;alliiig fOf a
public hearing to get input from the public and these residents on the restriction they have asked us
to put on the parking.

ON MOTION by Trustee Lowther, seconded by Trustee Piazza, the following resolution was
hereby adopted: .,

RESOLVED that the Village Admnustrator publ1sh notice of public
heating to be held on November 28, 1994 at 7:30 P.M. in Village Hall
for the purpose of hearing all persons interested in discussing a proposed
local law which would amend Sections 103-16 and 103-17 of the
Vehicle and Traffic Code and prohibit parking on the West Side of
South Ellicott Street it'om Main Street to Park Drive between the hours
of 7:00 AM. to 5:00 P.M., Monday through Friday.

Unanimously can"ied.

Tmstee Lowther asked Administrator Cummins if she would make sure that Mr. Young and the
owner of record on the opposite corner are notified of this public hearing.

Adininistrator Cummins stated yes.

Superintendent of Public Works, David Laubisch reported that leaf pickup is going very smoothly
this year. We have been through the Village three ti..mesalready. We have just started today our
fourth trip through the Village. We have picked up in excess as of November 10th, 1,600 cubic
yards ofleaves this fall. By the end ofleaf season we average anywhere from 2,600 to 2,900
cubic yards ofleaves every year. We are about 2/3 of the way through leaf season. Some of the
Jhings that playa part in leaf season, last year by this date we had plowed the Village streets four.
times already which makes leaf pickup very difficult because you can't plow the street,; and pick
up leaves at the same time. We went through our records and going through our records to see
how we can best handle the seasonal demands in the highway department we found out that we
had plowed the street four times by this time last year. It's not just a simple thing going out and
picking up leaves. The weather this time of the year plays a big part and the weather has been very
cooperative. Today was a good example. It is beautiful today.
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• Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of WiliiamsviHe held
in the Williamsville Village Hall, 5565 Main Street, Williamsville, New York on Monday,
November 14, 1994 at 7:40 P.M.

A tmck that we have been impatiently waiting for, a small ton and a half dump truck L;'at.does all
of the smaller streets, Franklin, Orchard, some of the dead end streets finally came in. Actually,
we went up to Syracuse today and picked it up. Again Mother Nature cooperated this year. We
have had no weather. This ttuck is very integral part of our snowplow fleet. It did fInally come in.
It was ordered last March 14th. General Motors has had quite a back log this year after the winter
We had last year. There were a lot of demandc; for that type of equipment and they were really
backlogged on truck orders this year. ~tIr. Laubisch reported to the Village and to the residents
because this truck also serves as a back up sander unit.

Trustee Kaye asked where do we stand about getting salt this year.

Mr. Laubisch stated the County bid has been awarded. There is no supply problem. He has been
assured that by the County. The salt mine out in Restov, New York which is just outside of
Batavia on your way to Letchworth State Park, collapsed. They are one ofthe biggest suppliers in
the United States. Another big supplier is Morton Salt Company. Morton and this company are
the biggest suppliers. Morton is on the County contract again this year so there won't be any
interruption of salt and they are anticipating stockpiling a larger amount of salt this year based on
last year's OCCUlTencewhen we ran out at the end of the season. Although we did not personally

• run out of salt in the Village throUfih some inventive delivery practices.

Mr. Laubisch stated that Trustee Lowther spoke to him about the stonn sewers on Wehrle Drive.
They discussed that the existing stOlIDsewer there if that is the sewer they are going to use, we
have had llwnerous complaints about that sewer which happens to be a stoml sewer that is
maintained and owned by Erie County Highway Department along with County Road there. That
does not function in periods of heavy rain. We've had a few residences on Cadman Drive that
back up to Wehrle Drive and they do flood in periods of heavy rain and also the receiver at the
comer of Cadman and Wehrle does not function properly. He doesn't know if that study was
anticipating the installation of a new stOlIDsewer but if they plan on using the existing one, he
doesn't believe that will be acceptable.

Trustee Piazza stated getting a ton and a half truck was not as easy as Superintendent Laubisch
made it sound. It took hin1 quite a few phone calls and a couple of arm twists to get that in here
before the winter set in. Trustee Piazza said Mr. Laubisch did a good job on that.

Administrator Cummins stated the Mayor had some resolutions today on Village elections that will
be coming up in March. A request for absentee ballots will be available at our office on
November 21st, so anyone that won't be in town can pick up an application and fill it out and send
it to the office. Also petitions for the candidates can be signed starting the frrst week in January
and the forms for the financial reports for receipts and disbursements will be available in our office
in December. '•
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MJinutes of the Regunar MeetnJl1gof the B03l.rd of Trlllstees of the Viliage of W iIIiamsvme held
nnthe Wmiamsville Vmage lIan, 5565 Main Street, Williamsville, New York on Monday,
November 141, 1994 at 7:410 P.M.

Trustee Kaye asked Administrator Cummins if she could share the analysis she did to keep the
water system or to turn it over to Erie County. She did a wonderful job and has it on an excellent
reading level in terms of we have had much discussion over the years of whether to keep the water
system or turn it over to Eri.e County· and Administrator Cununms did a wonderful analysis in
terms of who benefits and who doesn't. Trustee Kaye knows Administrator Cummins is
continuing to work on that.

Administrator Cummins stated we had a meeting with the Board members, a few people from the
Department of Health, New York State Department and Don Dehn from our Water Department
and Dave Laubi~ch. W~ are continuing looking at whether we are going to turn the Water
Department over to Erie County. She came up with a number of figures. She did some
computations on if we kept the water system, came up with a total of things that we had to do to
keep the system in good operation and things that we have done recently, the Main Street re-
construction, the work on Cadman, the proposed installation of water meters, rebuilding the pumps
at the pump house, refurbishing the water tank and came with a total cost of upgrading our system
ifwe kept it of about $1,600,000. In another analysis if it is turned over to Erie County Water
Authority, the costs that they were 109king at were things that would have to do with upgrading
our lines and would cost about $1,900,000 plus the things that we have already done, Main Street
improvement, Cadman Drive and meters for a total cost of about $2, 500,000. She went through
and did an analysis of how that $1,600,000 would affect our Village residents ifwe kept the water
system,and over a 20 year pel10d that we would amorlizelhat we would be looking at about a $.90
increase in our water rate. Ifwe turned it over to Erie County Water Authority because we still
have to pay the debt off, we would be looking at about a $2.05 increase in our tax rate. She took
some houses and applied those figures to it. In each case it was really interesting. An average
house of $70,000 assessment and 100,000 gallons water consumption per year, they would save
money by going to Erie County Water AUthOl1tywith the figures that we have developed. But
there are one to many average houses when you look at it. In every case where the consumption
of water was higher than the assessed value, say the person had 101,000 gallon~ consumption a
year and a $50,000 assessment, they would save money by going to Erie County Water Authority.
On the other hand, if the consumption was lower than the assessment, say a consumption of
67,000 gallons and a $200,000 assessed value, that person would save money by us keeping the
water system. The next step is to go through the tax roll and find out how many houses are there
in each category and how many people would benefit by staying and how many people from going
over to Etie County Water Authority. The other suggestion that Ttustee Piazza made was that all
these figures are based on current water meters. If the Board votes to include the installation of
the new meters we're hoping then to pick up a lot of consumption and that would then change the
figures and we will be looking at that again after the meters have been installed a while.

Trustee Lowther stated even ifwe put in the meters, it is going to be a full year before we have a
full read on every house.

Administrator Cummins stated you have to go through. a whole year so we can get a full cycle out
of it.

18



• Mim.ntes'ofthe Regular Meeting of the Board of TrUJlsteesof the Village o1fWmiamsvme held
YRllthe Wmiamsvil!e Village Ibll, 5565 J\1aill1 Street, Williamsville, New York on Monday,
November 14, 199.$ at 7:4G P.M.

Trustee Lowther stated that was velY helpful and thanked Administrator Cummins for putting that
together.

Mayor Daniels stated we are waiting for the fmal report also from the Self-Help people at the
Department of State and Health. As a result of the meeting that we had with them and hopefully
they will be coming very quickly and we can start looking at that with their additional information
although it will only serve to corroborate more what Administrator Cummins has done.

ON ivl0TION by Mayor Daniels, seconded by Trustee Kaye, it was moved to suspend the rules
for public participation. '

Unanimously carried.

Paul Kreiter, 295 South Ellicott stated he put in a total of $3,000 to replace his water line from the
main to the sidewalk. Ifyou are looking at Erie County or Village water he thinks the Board
should take that into consideration. If the Board moves things over, what is going to happen to the
water lines. Some homes' water lines may not have been changed for 50, 60, 70 8'0years. He

• hasn't hard anything discussed about that tonight.

Trustee Kaye stated it would be the property owner's expense.

Trustee Lowther stated when Administrator Cummins is figuring out how much it is going to cost
based on assessment, ifyou look at the number with lead fittings or lead pipes and it is going to
run approximately $3,000 to do that, that is going to be a real consideration for the homeowner.

Mr. Kreiter stated yes, not only that but the inconvenience. It is a personal and fmancial issue.
Mr. Kreiter stated he understands there is a public hearing regarding S. Ellicott in two weeks.
What he would like to suggest, is that when the Board is sending out notices to the owners at the
comer, could notices be sent out to the rest of the resident'>?

Trustee Lowther stated she assumed Mr. Kreiter knew it was going to happen since he is the leader
of the pack and he was going to take care of it.

Mr. Kreiter stated he thinks it is only right that a notice be sent out to the other residents. Since
we talked behind closed doors about two weeks ago-

Mayor Daniels stated there are no closed doors. It is a pre-meeting but not closed .

•
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an the Williamsville Village Hall, 5565 l\1ain Street, 'Wmiamsville, New York on Monday,
November 14, 1994 at 7:40 P.M.

Mr. Kreiter stated he was lead to believe that he was bringing up something that was uncommon
which was no parking during 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. or no parking at all on the opposite side of the
street. It cam~ to his attention by a couple of people in our committee, some from South Ellicott
and he wants to share it with the Board so he can have a fair and honest approach. That not only
are we asking for this, the people of South Ellicott but Hirschfield Drive has this already in effect,
Farber Lane has this in effect approximately 2000' from l\IIain Street, Rinewalt has this in effect
from the comer of Main all the way down the side of the Little White House. Pfohl also has this.
Highland has it and Rinewalt has it.

Attorney Kelly stated the streets with a parking time limit are Highland for 350' and Hirschfield
between Main and Scott.

Tmstee Kaye asked if the list Mr. Kreiter is reading off of is no parking' on one side of the street
01'-

•
1\11'. Kreiter stated they have no parking at all on one side of it and the other side of the street
which he was lead to believe is open. Those streets he was reading have some type of no parking
at any time for a specific length of feet on the east side. On the west side of each street that he
named, Farber, Rinewalt, Pfohl, Academy and Hirschfield have some type of parking. What they
are asking again he doesn't think is that far out of bounds. Also at the last meeting he invited all
Board members to come down to see the situation. "

Trustee Hillebrand stated he came down around 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. and he didn't see any cars
there and then when he came home from work at 7:00 p.m. he didn't see any cars then either. His
survey is not supp01tive but he will keep driving up and down.

Tmstee Piazza stated he has not had the opportunity but he will drive down.

Mayor Daniels stated the public hearing is in two weeks which is the proper time to bring all this
up and as part of this forum it is not appropriate to individually ask the Board members for their
input especially since there are two more weeks before a public hearing. We will do our
homework, we always do ac;a Board.

•

Mr. Kreiter stated we were talking about urbanization, urbanonmics and that we like to keep the
community at a small pace but yet we are still bringing in these large businesses. Let's just change
the basis here, we also have another problem on the street that he wants to bring to the Board's
attention. There are two abandoned tmcks behind the old Barney Miller hardware store. One is a
army truck of some sort, the other is an emergency red vehicle. The emergency red vehicle used
to be part of the Fire Department when it was bought at an auction maybe 20 years ago. From
what we understand, residents on the street say they have been there from SL"" to eleven years.
They are unregistered, unlicensed and abandoned from what we see. He is bringing this to the
Board's attention because he has brought it to the Building Inspector's attention and we haven't
seen anything happen yet.
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One of the trucks does contain a large tank of propane, about five feet tall and about 3 1/2 feet in
diameter and it has propane in it. The truck has since then been locked since he notified the
Building Inspector but the trucks have not been removed. There is a Village code that vehicles
that are unlicensed and unregistered should not reside in a parking lot or property visually. We
would like something done by the Village Board because we don't understand why they continue
to stay there. He knows once we have snow that it is going to be another excuse for whoever
owns the trucks. He asks the Board to look into this.

Trustee Kaye stated that Trustee Hillebrand is the liaison for the Building Department. When she
drove by there today, he is talking right behind where the building is being renovated.

Mr. Krieter stated correct.

Trustee Kaye stated she didn't see them there today.

MI. Kreiter stated ifyou come up from Garrison towards Main Street and look to the right, you're
more apt to see them. He thanked the Board for hearing him tonight and said he would see them
in two weeks .

Mrs. Cheryl Mordaunt, stated she is here because she doesn't know where else to tum. She
received a water bill last month for $1,400.00 which she thought was a computer error which
needless to say she called and they told her it wasn't. She has looked at her different bills and
what she has paid. She had the meter replaced also and what it is showing now is she basically has
a nOlmal reading of $106.00 every quarter, so this bill makes absolutely no sense. Although the
mcter was tcstcd and it wasn't found faulty, she has had no plumbing done to the house, there is
never a period where they use more water, they don't have a poo~ she doesn't water her lawn in
the summer. On top of that, if you look at 7/1/93 it is a $320.00 bill and that was a catch up bill
because there weren't actual readings done to the houSe. We are talking of a little over a year that
the bill was $1,272.96. She is asking the Board to review this bill. The meter is just a machine.
To her, it can be faulty. She knows that it shows that it wasn't but she can't imagine why this
water bill would be like this so she doesn't know where else to turn. She called the Water
Depattment and they said that was crazy and something was wrong.

Mayor Daniels stated they have no authority to change the billing. We have a work session
following this and we will discuss it and see what the feeling of the Board is as a whole and then
he can call her in the rooming or Administrator Cummins will.

Terry DiPasquale, student at Williamsville High Schoo~ who has been working in the Rinewalt
project, stated a couple weeks ago she found a picture in Mr. Gordon's house. Itwas found under
a layer of tile. The students pulled that out and under that was an oriental rug. They were looking
for dates on the rug and then they found it. It'is a tin type.

Trustee Hillebrand asked how do they know it is a tin type.
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Ms. DiPasquale stated it is made of metal.

Trustee Hillebrand stated tin type is a very specific fOlID. Tin types are a velY nice find. They are
very expensive and it would be very unusual for a person to do such a thing. There must be some
kind of sto1)' behind it. It's a very unusual find .

.Ms. DiPa')quale stated they thought maybe it fell behind a dresser.

Trustee Hillebrand st:1.tedthe way the gentlem.'ln is dressed in the photo with the haircut could
make it as early as the late 1880's. This was the Edwardian period. Those were popular up to the
1920's. They stopped using tin types in 1910. Also the man is wearing artificial cuft'S. They
would buy a shirt and have separate cuffs. That became popular around 1880. Let's hope it's not
just a person's father but an occupant of the home. They also dug where the garage used to be
where there were cement slabs and under that they found artifacts. They also have two more bags
of objects from the ground.

Mayor Daniels stated he would assume there are a lot of arrowheads. That was right on the
• escarpment area where the Indians mined their arrowheads.

Trustee Lowther stated what would be interesting is if the students could [md an old well area.
When the Historical Department found a well on their property, they found more stuff in the
bottom of the well because instead of digging a hole.to bury their garbage, they would tl}row it into
the well.

Ms. DiPasquale stated they did find a well.

Trustee Lowther st:'ltedthat is usually where you find a whole treasure load of material.

Mr. Mills, teacher at Williamsville South High Schoo~ st:'ltedhe had the students write to New
York State Government Records Management and Improvement Fund. It's called SARA. He
doesn't know if that is the same one the Village uses.

Mayor Daniels stated it is.

Mr. Mills stated one of them is very involved where you share with the Town and the education
system up to $100,000. Itwould be a $50,000 share program. It could involve two government
entities. There is also a independent student one which sounds like the one the Village is doing
right now which is up to $20,000 for small projects. With the bigger projects, you have to have a'
record system already in place and he thinks t-ie Town did go through that. .• Trustee Lowther stated that is something the Town is working on now, now that they have a
Historic Preservation Committee.
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Mr. ~ stated they are going to find which political organization would be best qualified for
sharing this grant money because it requires a lot of money for this project. So we are going to
research it and meet with the TOMl Clerk and the Village Clerk to see who can give the best
support.

Mayor Daniels stated Mr. :Mills might want a grant writer on board at that point. She's under
contract to the Village so it is no expense to them other than what is already there.

Ml'. Mills thinks the students did an excellent job in taking down the garage. The reason we did
that is because we know the concerns Mr. Kellv had about the secU11tvof the area. You can now" .. ..'
see from the sidewalk all the way to the back of the property. We will clean it out and landscape.
They told Mr. Gordon that while they are digging, they are turning the ground over so it will be
easier to plant the seeds.

Trustee Hillebrand asked ifthey had a record of where they found all the items.

Mr. Mills stated they did not do a grid on it because they didn't know what they were going to lUn
into but he feels the house probably goes back into the 1830's. One of the objects will be seqt to
International Hatwaster. It is a vet)' heavy metal and has an old wagon. .

l\1ayor Daniels asked if there is a regular work detail that goes on there on the wee~ends.

1\Ifr.1\Ilillsstated it is pretty much whoever L'!lthere, he is always there. He would like to get
everyone of his students there but they are busy with other classes.

Trustee Lowther congratulated .Mr. Mills for motivating the students to keep coming back in the
miserable weather that we have had and getting them excited about this project. They have done a
wonderful job and it has been a delight to work with them.

Mayor Daniels stated it sounds great. What we need is a hook some place to tie the Village in.
Let's keep working with grants and the school board and see how it goes.

l\iIaryanne Avery, 64 Gam'!lon Road, asked Mr. Laubisch if he knows who has the right to clean
out the area between Willowbrook and Lehn Springs. This is where the storm drain from Wehrle.
enters in there over a period of years. It's been partially filled in because of the excessive amount
of silt that has come up from College Park She talked to Hal Collier about it and he said that they
are making an easement.

::.\1r. Laubisch asked if she was tllking about in between Lehn Springs and Willowbrook. Ms .
Avery stated yes. Mr. Laubisch stated the Village has no easement through there that he is aware
of.

23



• Minutes of the Regu.nHarMeeting of the Boa-n'd of Trustees of the Village of Wmiams"iI~e held
in the WHliamsviHe ViUage Hall, 5565 :Main Street, Williamsville, New York on Monday,
NOVeR1l1beJr 14, 1994 at 7:40 P.M.

Ms. Avery stated she hopes somebody has something because that is where the water goes. ~1r.
Collier agreed with her that the level of the whole thing has risen because of the silt that is being
left at College Park We had two events, an event in 1988, and an event in 1989 and a
tremendous amount of silt came up at that time.

Trustee Lowther asked Ms. Avery if she has checked with the Town to see if they control it or
have an easement for that because if it abuts Village property, Village and Town and if it is a
County storm sewer, it's possible that they may be in the mix also.

M'i. Avery stated Hal said that it is a concern of the Corp of Engineers and anything they found
there would have to go to the Corp of Engineers and the property owners would have to give
pennission because there isn't any easement.

Trustee Lowther stated someone in the Town should have a map of that property that would show
if was built there is an easement.

~
Ms. Avery stated that has nothing to do with it. If you go down to the Engineering Department,
they say we have nothing whatsoever to do with drains, that's Lucey .• Trustee Lowther stated that's Lucey's highway. She would want Paul Bowers.

Ms. Avery stated she talked to .Mr. Bowers herself. He says he has nothing to do with drainage at
all. It's entirely Lucey's department. She doesn't even know if they have a licensed engineer in
the Highway Department. Do they?

Mayor Daniels stated he doesn't think so.

Ms. AvelY stated she doesn't think so either. She supposes that is why they hire Pratt and Huth so
much. This was Pratt and Huth's design in the first place. There was a memo from Tony Mosher
at the Engineering Department saying that the College Park drainage system was never completed
because Hal told them to stop it and he told them to stop it because the dynamite was cracking up
the foundations of the houses on Hirschfield. She was unaware that they had cracking. Nobody
said anything until the other day and a couple ladies told her yes, they had cracks all over the place
so apparently that is why they stopped. There is a beml behind Hirschfield and it is in the wrong
spot. Nothing was done because it wasn't going to be developed and as long as it is not going to
be developed there were just going to leave things the way it is. Now it is going to have to be
moved because if it isn't, the people on the end of Hirschfield are going to be flooded all the time.
She thinks the Supervisor is aware that there is something wrong because he told Mr. Bowers that
it might have to be reconfigured. There definitely is a problem tor the residents on Hirschfield.

• Trustee Lowther stated this is one of the items the developer is going to have to mitigate.
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Ms. Avery stated there are a number of questions that they come up .with, with this situation. So
far they haven't talked about it because initially they said the ponds are all in, no problem. Well
obviously, that is not true. She thinks it is going to have to be addressed one way or the other ..
Theoretically there won't be more water per second, but there will be a lot more water so tlu'lt is
going to have to be an effect one way or the other.

Trustee Lowther stated she had a resignation on the Traffic and Safety Board today and asked the
Amherst Bee to print that there i'l an opening.

Ttll'ltee Kaye st.:'-.tedthere is also one on the Youth Committee and to print that aL'lo.

Mayor Daniels stated he attended that he did attend the meeting in the Town for the new trafiic
study, the $80,000 study, that is going to be done by Bergman and Associates on the Town wide
traffic. They had a hearing to get input into what people would like to see happen or ,specific areas
where they felt there were problems. It was not well attended. There were very few people
especially from the northern areas of the Town and only the Williamsville Southeast Amherst
Homeowner's Association was represented as far as homeowner groups but he did make a point
that the Village, as a Board, has wanted for a long time to improve the traffic grid in the
Williamsville area and that was another exit onto Youngs Road to access the airport and
north/south routes off the thruway, improvements to Aero Dtive, etc., which are now part of the
record. The unfortunate part of this study is that it is so long before the study results come back.
He thinks it is 1996 before the results would come back and before they implement it. They are
talking about 2015, an incredible time franle, before anything would be done. In Mayor Daniels'
estimation, all the gathering will be inaccurate and outdated by the time they move to do anything.
Not only that, they are dealing with the County, Cheektowaga, Amherst, the Village, etc., vety
unwielding unfottunately. $80,000 for a study of this magnitude is a real drop in the bucket. That
was brought out. It is a very bare bones approach anyway. He thinks we still need to lobby the
Thruway now that their bonding for the original construction is done. They do have more
discretionary money. They make 300 million dollars a year in tolls on the New York State
Thruway. They are self supporting. About 100 million of that went to pay off the original
bonding although they still float bond now. They do have 100 million dollars more as of 1996 to
do things like sound barriers and improvements on exit,;. They were hesitant to change any exits at
this point in time up till now but now Mayor Daniels understands their contract extends for
another 15 years which now justifies major improvements because they can amortize that oVer
the length of time that they can still collect tolls on the thruway. The fact that they collect tolls and
generate their own money is good from a tax payer standpoint but bad from a standpoint of they
are pretty much untouchable. They've got their own money and they are appointed and not
elected so it is very difficult to get things done by the Thruway. He thinks that is a major problem
for us especially on Main Street and if we can remove some of the traftlc that dumps off on Main
Street from th~ thruway, we'll be very much ahead of the game so we need to keep working at
that.
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Mayor Daniels stated that several years ago there were improvements done to the Wehrle Dtive
blidge where it goes over near Aero and because of that the levels of water in the creek went down
to the degree where a lot of the area around there, he suspected, would now be out of the flood
lOne. In other worde;, for people who require extra insurance for flood protection might not be in
the zone anymore. Mayor Daniels called the Anny Corp of Engineers and as part of their
technical service to communities and municipalities, they took aUthe inf01mation with all the
elevations and the flood plain data they had in using our FIMA map which is the federal insurance
for flooding, as a base, they constructed a new map. Now because of the improvements in that
bridge area of Ellicott Creek, all the areas in the Village that were, all the residences that were in
the flood plain and on Lelm Springs, are now out. That map i"l now at the Town for submission to
FIMA because it is a joint project. Some of that area is in the Village, like Brookside,
Willowbrook, Oakgrove and Lehn Springs. Those will be submitted. They are two different
plates but the good news for the residents is that the only flood areas are between homes now and
no residences in that area will require any longer flood insurance. He is glad we initiated that and
he thanked the Anny Corp of Engineers for their expertise and Mr. Raoul Yamachile for doing the
work for us.

ON l\10TION by Mayor Daniels, seconded by Trustee Piazza, it was moved to retum to the
• regular agenda.

Unanimously carried.

•

ON MOTION by Mayor Daniels, seconded by Trustee Kaye, it was moved adjou111the meeting at
9:27P.M.

Unanimously canied.

. Theresa L. Cummins.
Village Administrator/Clerk- Treasurer
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